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Condo  Plans 
Irk  22nd  St. 
Neighbors 


ByJeffKaliss 

Developer  Gary  Arge  allows  a  tight 
smile  to  settle  on  his  handsome,  clean- 
shaven face  as  he  surveys  the  half-acre 
of  property  high  above  Castro  Street, 
near  22nd  Street.  Alternatives,  Inc..  the 
company  he  operates  out  of  his  North 
Beach  residence,  has  paid  handsomely 
for  the  option  to  buy  this  pa>perty  and 
the  two  structures  presently  standing  on 
it.  Arge  envisions  12  units  of  con- 
dominiums  with  spectacular  views  ol 
downtown  San  Francisco  and  the  Bay 
beyond. 

Bui  his  teaiures  cloud  up  when  he 
turns  towards  the  little  70-year-old  row 
of  houses  abutting  the  property  on  the 
south.  It  was  in  the  one  at  3916  22nd  St. , 
the  home  of  Jim  and  Anita  Weil,  that 
Arge  was  forced  last  October  to  confront 
a  host  of  angry  neighbors. 

"It's  like  a  gladiator  going  into  the  ring 
with  the  lion  and  having  all  these  people 
around  waiting  to  see  him  get  killed,"  re- 
calls the  soft-spoken  entrepreneur. 

The  neighbors,  brought  together  by 
the  Weils,  had  a  number  of  well-defined 
objections  to  the  proposed  development. 
For  one  thing,  the  condos  would  extend 
to  within  five  feet  of  the  Weils'  back 
fence,  obscuring  their  view  and  that  of 


Anita,  Jim  and  baby  Mikey  Wed  may  lose  their  smiles  and  their  view  if  Alternatives,  Inc.  proceeds  with  plans  to  erect  a  1 2 -condo  building 
on  this  park-like  properly  behind  the  Weil  homestead.  They  're  mobilizing  with  their  22nd  Street  neighbors  and  the  Friends  of  Noe  Valley  to 
stop  the  project.  PHOTO  BY  MARIELLA  POLI 


their  neighbor  to  the  east.  For  another, 
the  condos  would  wipe  out  the  spacious 
park-like  yard,  with  its  poplars,  ever- 
greens and  birdsong  accompaniment,  that 
currently  occupies  most  of  the  half-acre. 
There's  also  anxiety  about  the  effect  of 
excavation  on  geology,  including  a 
troublesome  stand  of  underground  water. 


And  then  there's  the  matter  of  increased 
traffic  on  a  block  already  suffering  from 
a  scarcity  of  garages  and  a  profusion  of 
90-degree  parking.  Arge  notes  that  "the 
only  way  this  property  can  be  financially 
viable  is  to  have  some  kind  of  street  ac- 
cess." He  aims  to  achieve  this  by  tearing 
down  the  old  house  to  the  west  of  the 


Weils',  running  a  tunnel  through  that  site 
leading  from  22nd  Street  to  the  12  con- 
dos, and  then  building  a  13th  condo  over 
the  tunnel.  Foot  traffic  would  proceed 
along  a  walkway  beside  the  tunnel  or  up 
the  long  staircase  at  870  Castro  St.  Need- 
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The  view  from  second-story  businesses  along  24th  Street  is  not  always  rosy.  Some  commer- 
cial endeavors  may  find  that  they're  violating  a  city  ordinance,  which  maintains  that  upper 
stories  on  24th  and  adjoining  streets  should  stay  residential.  The  above  photo  was  taken 
of  upper  24th  Street  from  a  window  above  Castro  Street.  PHOTO  BY  CHARLES  KENNARD 


Friends  on 
Lookout  for 
Upstairs  Biz 

By  Dcni.se  Minor 

As  city  supervisors  consider  sweeping 
reforms  to  clamp  down  on  businesses 
operating  illegally  out  of  what  should  be 
housing  units,  the  Friends  of  Noe  Valley 
is  launching  its  own  investigation  of  four 
possible  neighborhood  violators. 

"At  this  point,  we're  certain  there  are 
violations,"  said  Friends  President  Jac- 
ques Bertrand.  "Last  night  (Nov.  141  we 
decided  to  send  a  letter  to  city  planning 
complaining  about  these  businesses." 

A  shocking  study  released  Oct.  23  by 
the  San  Francisco  Housing  and  Tenants 
Council  claims  that  over  17,000  afford- 
able residences  were  lost  between  1975 
and  1985  due  to  commercial,  and  often 
illegal,  conversions. 

In  response.  Supervisor  Nancy  Walker 
is  proposing  enforcement  legislation  that 
would  impose  stiff  fines- for  violations, 
deny  new  permits  to  violators,  and  per- 
mit citizens  groups  to  challenge  illegal 
housing  conversions. 

Well,  the  Friends  of  Noe  Valley  aren't 
waiting  for  permission.  In  September, 
they  conducted  a  walking  tour  of  the 
24th  Street  area,  noting  all  second-story 
businesses.  Those  units  which  became 
businesses  after  January  1985  are  violat- 
ing the  Neighborhood  Commercial  Re- 
zoning  Act,  said  Scott  Dowdee  of  city 
planning.  And  those  opened  before  that 


may  still  be  in  violation  if  they  failed  to 
receive  a  conditional  use  permit. 

Bertrand  then  compared  his  group's 
list  with  city  lists  and  came  up  with  four 
possible  violators:  the  Buena  Vista  Coun- 
seling Center  at  I455B  24th  St.,  the  Bay 
Area  Foundation  and  Praxis-Psycho- 
therapy Foundation  at  110  Sanchez  St., 
a  group  of  therapists  at  3644  24th  St., 
and  Famous  Nails  at  3993  24th  St.  They 
will  push  the  city  to  close  those  found 
to  be  illegal. 

A  spokesman  from  Buena  Vista  Coun- 
seling Center,  which  is  on  the  block  of 
24th  between  Castro  and  Diamond,  says 
the  building  owner  told  them  their  space 


was  zoned  for  business  when  they  moved 
in  four  years  ago. 

And,  according  to  Dowdee,  Famous 
Nails  may  not  be  in  violation  either,  since 
previous  to  its  moving  in  this  summer, 
the  spot  it  occupies  was  home  to  another 
business,  Noe  Valley  Law  Offices. 

"If  it  was  non-conforming  before,  it 
can  be  non-conforming  after,"  said  Dow- 
dee. "Only  if  it  is  vacant  for  three  years 
does  it  revert  to  residential." 

Planning  Commission  Secretary  Lori 
Yamuchi  said  a  business's  legal  standing 
also  depended  on  the  previous  business 

Continued  on  Page  6 


24  th  St.  Store  trek 

Waiting  for 
The  New  Kids 
On  the  Block 

By  Mark  Phillips  Green 

There's  a  lot  of  talk,  but  not  yet  a  lot  of 
action,  on  the  4000  block  of  24th  Street. 
That's  where  two  of  Noe  Valley's  "old 
town"  institutions.  Surf  Super  Market 
and  Glen  Five  &  Ten,  have  recently 
folded,  and  another.  Stagecoach  II  West- 
ern Apparel,  is  "going  out  of  business." 

Even  the  post  office  is  getting  in  on 
the  act.  It's  moving  across  the  street  into 
the  now-vacant  Glen  Five  &  Ten  some- 
time "in  the  middle  of  next  year."  pre- 
dicts one  Noe  Valley  postal  worker  The 
move  will  give  the  post  office  a  larger 
space  for  P.O.  boxes,  and  open  up  a 
choice  but  smaller  storefront  on  the 
north  side  of  the  street. 

"People  have  already  been  inquiring 
about  the  post  office  space."  says  Dick 
Grattan,  owner  of  Small  Frys.  the  chil- 
dren's store  next  to  the  post  office  Build- 
ing owner  Edwin  Hogan  says,  "There 
will  be  no  restaurants.  I  don't  think 
they're  giving  out  any  more  restaurant 
permits  Besides,  I  don't  want  a  chimney 
in  the  building.  The  most  promising  pos- 
sibility right  now  is  a  card  shop." 

As  for  the  other  changes.  Stage- 
coach II  salesperson  Lee  Upton  ob- 
serves. "It  doesn't  mean  anything  until 

Continued  on  Page  6 
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Letters 


Contra  Watch 

Editor:  (This  Idler  was  addressed  to  re- 
porter Anne  Semans) 

Thank  you  for  the  two  very  good 
pieces  on  the  brigades  in  the  September 
issue  of  the  Voice  ("A  Noe  Valley 
Woman's  Life  in  the  Fields  of 
Nicaragua"  and  "The  Brigadistas': 
Mending  the  Wounds  of  War").  I'm  glad 
I  could  be  of  help  and  hope  you  w  ill  con- 
tact us  in  the  future  if  there  is  anything 
we  can  help  with.  It  is  critical  to  get  in- 
formation out  about  Nicaragua,  and  we 
appreciate  the  part  that  the  Voice  played 
on  this  issue. 

There  is  one  factual  error  that  I  feel  is 
important  to  point  out.  In  the  section 
under  "Project  Brigades."  there  is  a  refer- 
ence to  "12-hour  work  days  often  fol- 
lowed by  six-hour  vigils  (nightwatch  for 
Contras.)"  This  describes  a  day  for 
Nicaraguan  farmers,  not  North  American 
brigadistas.  Brigadistas  do  not  partici- 
pate in  security  measures;  this  is  entirely 
the  responsibility  of  the  Nicaraguans. 

Again,  thanks  so  much  lor  the  cover- 
age. 

Rick  Lewis 
Regional  Committee 
Nicaragua  Information  Center 
2l03Woolsey  St. 
Berkeley.  CA  94705 

Haunted  Help 

Editor: 

I  want  to  thank  you  and  your  staff  for 
the  article  in  the  Noe  Valley  Voiee  which 
helped  us  find  a  larger  site  for  the  sixth 
annual  Noe  Valley  Halloween  Haunted 
House  (October  1986).  The  popularity  of 
the  program  has  grown  over  the  years, 
with  1,000  children  and  parents  attend- 


ing the  event.  The  article  brought  two 
new  sites  offered  to  us.  One  was  the 
Upper  Noe  Recreation  Center  at  Day  and 
Sanchez,  which  was  the  location  ol  ihis 
year's  Haunted  House.  Also,  a  store  that 
has  become  a  good  friend  of  the  Haunted 
House.  Church  Street  Faire.  offered 
floor  space  at  24th  and  Church,  and 
wood  sculptor  Richard  Schaefer  donated 
a  piece  for  and  about  the  sixth  annual 
Noe  Valley  Halloween  Haunted  House. 
(It's  for  sale;  call  285-6265  for  details.) 


Thank  you,  Sally  and  Jack  from  the 
Noe  Valley  Voiee,  and  Anne  Scroll  ol 
Peppertree  Daycare  for  your  donations 
to  the  Haunted  House  Fund.  Thank  you. 
everyone  who  reads  the  Noe  Valley  Voice 
and  especially  the  ones  who  called  and 
wanted  to  help.  Each  and  every  one  of 
you  made  it  happen  this  year.  Happy 
Halloween! 

Marilyn  Lucas 
Chairperson.  Noe  Valley 
Halloween  Haunted  House 


Unexplained  Stabbing  on  Church  St. 


By  Denise  Minor 

Police  are  still  searching  for  the  assail- 
ant in  a  near-fatal  stabbing  of  a  Noe  Val- 
ley man  Oct.  2  in  front  of  his  Church 
Street  home. 

"It's  a  very  strange  case,"  said  Police 
Inspector  Ed  Wynkoop.  "And  it's  very 
frustrating  because  we  have  so  little  to 
go  on  .  " 

The  victim.  Thomas  Zimmermann,  re- 
ported that  he  was  walking  from  his  gar- 
age to  his  house  near  25th  Street  at  about 
11:15  p.m.  when  a  medium-built,  well- 
dressed  Hispanic  man  between  35  and 
40  years  old  approached,  pulled  out  a 
knife  and  stabbed  him  seven  times. 

"He  appeared  to  be  starting  to  pass 
me.  so  I  stepped  aside  to  allow  him  more 
room,"  said  Zimmermann.  "Then  he 
grabbed  me  and  started  stabbing.  He  was 
looking  right  into  my  eyes." 

Zimmermann.  who  is  retired,  grap- 
pled with  the  man  for  a  few  minutes  and 
yelled  for  help.  The  attacker  did  not  say 
a  word  or  try  to  steal  anything,  he  said, 
but  calmly  turned  around  and  walked 
back  up  Church  Street,  turning  right  on 
24th  Street,  when  he  heard  sirens. 

The  sirens  were  those  of  police  and 
paramedics  who  had  responded  quickly 
to  phone  calls  from  Zimmermann's  fam- 
ily and  neighbors.  "I  give  the  paramedics 
high  marks."  he  said.  "They  were  here 
al  once." 


An  ambulance  rushed  Zimmermann 
to  San  Francisco  General  Hospital 
where,  after  six  hours,  he  was  pro- 
nounced out  of  danger. 

Inspector  Wyncoop  said  the  case  was 
one  of  the  weirdest  he  had  seen  "Mr. 
Zimmermann  very  well  could  have 
died."  he  said.  "The  M  O.  [assailant's 
method  of  operating)  was  very  strange, 
very  scary."  Although  there  are  several 
unsolved  stabbings  in  San  Francisco, 
none  fits  the  description  of  the  Zimmer- 
mann case,  he  said. 

Zimmermann  claims  to  have  never 
seen  the  man  before,  and  was  particu- 
larly shocked  by  the  attack  because  the 
man  did  not  look  like  Zimmermann's 
image  of  someone  violent.  "He  was  just 
an  average-looking  guy,  neatly  dressed, 
not  the  sort  you  would  have  suspected  to 
be  an  assailant." 

And  he  can  think  of  no  motive  anyone 
would  have  for  attempting  to  kill  him, 
except  that  during  September  he  called 
police  12  times  to  ticket  or  tow  some  of 
the  cars  which  had  suddenly  started  park- 
ing in  his  driveway. 

Zimmermann  says  he  now  has  healed 
physically,  but  a  few  days  alter  the  attack, 
an  emotional  reaction  set  in.  "I'm  afraid 
I  see  this  man  in  every  person  I  pass 

He  and  his  family,  who  had  been  con- 
sidering leaving  the  area  for  some  time, 
have  definitely  decided  to  sell  their  home 
and  move. 
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"Since  this  happened,  we've  in- 
structed our  broker  to  negotiate  any  fair 
offer."  Zimmermann  said  "It's  sad.  In 
these  nine  years  I've  come  to  love  Noe 
Valley.  But  I  really  feel  that  our  neighbor- 
hood is  going  downhill,  slowly  but 
surely,  and  there  is  nothing  one  can  do 
about  it."  □ 
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A  Noe  Valley  Christmas  J 

The  Noe  Valley  Merchants  Association  sends  its  Christmas  4 

greetings  to  everyone  with  a  special  Christmas  celebration  4 

on  Saturday,  December  13,  and  Sunday,  December  14.  Come  4 

enjoy  Christmas  decorations,  music,  caroling,  and  Santa  J 

while  shopping  on  24th  Street.    ^  J 
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Christmas  street  decorations 
donated  by  the  following 
merchants: 

Accent  on  Flowers 

Astrid's  Rabat  Shoes  and  Accessories 
Bank  of  America 

Barbara  and  Louis  Bischoff's  Flower  Stand 

Carson-York  Desserts 

Cathexis 

Coast  Savings 

Colorcrane  Arts 

Cork  'n'  Bottle 

Cotton  and  Co. 

Elisa's  Health  Spa 

Gibraltar  Savings 

Gladrags 

Global  Travel 

Joshua  Simon 

McDonnell  and  Weaver 

Noe  Valley  Pizza 

Noe  Valley  Tien  Fu  Restaurant 

Noebody  s  Inn 

Panos' 

The  Peaks 

Rabat  Boutique 

Real  Food  Co. 

Simon  and  Simon  Meat  Market 
Spinelli  Coffee 
Star  Magic 
Streetlight  Records 
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Another  pic-ihrowing  faceoff  between  residents  and  commerce  has  surfaced  at  Church  and 
27th  streets.  Residents  like  Cathy  Divine  (left)  are  afraid  that  a  proposed  pastry  shop,  n  hit  h 
would  feature  the  eclairs  and  napoleons  of  baker  Mervyn  Mark  fright),  would  create  traffic, 
loitering  and  litter  problems.      PHOTO  BY  TINA  WRNDT-ABRAMSON 


Pastry  Shop 
Proposal  No 
Piece  of  Cake 

By  Denise  Minor 

A  pastry  chef  described  by  one  San 
Francisco  food  critic  as  "a  culinary  art- 
ist" who  "bakes  like  crazy"  wants  to 
open  a  shop  in  his  building  at  the  corner 
of  Church  and  27th  streets,  but  some  of 
his  neighbors  are  rallying  in  opposition. 

The  city  planning  department  has 
scheduled  a  December  hearing  on  the 
case  of  Mervyn  Mark,  who  is  applying 
for  a  conditional  use  permit  to  open  a 
24-seat  shop  specializing  in  French  and 
American  pastries  at  1497  Church  St. 

The  hearing  was  prompted  by  a  peti- 
tion submitted  by  Cathy  Divine  of  1495 
Church  St..  who  claims  that  traffic  from 
the  shop  would  aggravate  an  already  un- 
bearable parking  situation. 

"The  parking  here  is  horrendous."  said 
Divine  'And  beyond  that,  we  don't  need 
the  foot  traffic,  littering,  loitering  and  ro- 
dents inherent  with  that  kind  of  business 

"I  feel  strongly  that  we  don't  need 
more  commercial  units  in  the  area."  she 
continued. 

But  the  neighborhood  is  zoned  NCI, 
which  permits  commercial  use  of  the 
first  floor.  Mark  needs  to  apply  for  a  con- 
ditional use  permit  only  because  he  is 
opening  a  business  which  city  planning 
categorizes  as  "fast-food  take-out,"  said 
Mark.  Ironically,  if  he  wanted  to  open  a 
restaurant,  he  wouldn't  need  to  apply  for 
a  permit. 

"If  I  don't  open  a  business  there,  I'll 
rent  to  someone  who  does,"  he  said.  "If  a 
laundromat  or  a  7-11  went  in,  they  f the 
neighbors]  would  have  no  chance  to 
protest. 

"It  really  floors  me  that  someone 
would  be  opposed,"  he  added.  "This 
way  something  nice  would  come  into  the 
neighborhood." 

But  Mark  may  have  more  than  the 
neighbors  against  him. 

Scott  Dowdee  of  the  planning  depart- 
ment's Neighborhood  Community  Plan- 
ning division  said  that  a  zoning  ordi- 
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nance  passed  last  year  prevented  any 
new  food  establishments  from  opening 
on  the  Noe  Valley  section  of  24th  Street. 
Although  he  was  not  certain,  Dowdee 
said  Mark's  building  might  be  close 
enough  to  24th  Street  to  be  regulated  by 
the  ordinance. 

That  issue  would  become  clear  at  the 
hearing,  he  said. 

Because  he  owns  the  building,  Mark 
says  he  can  offer  fine  pastries  at  a  much 
cheaper  price  than  if  he  had  to  rent  a  new 
storefront.  "My  pastries  are  good.  I  use 
nothing  but  pure  ingredients,  no  mixes 
or  artificial  chemicals  like  you  see  in  a 
lot  of  pastries  today." 

San  Francisco  Examiner  food  critic 
and  Noe  Valley  resident  Bea  Pixa  agrees. 
"He's  a  culinary  artist,"  she  said.  "He 
would  be  an  asset  to  the  neighborhood." 
Pixa  discovered  Mark's  baked  delicacies 
while  reviewing  a  "very  bad"  restaurant 
whose  only  saving  grace  was  the  pastries. 
She  has  been  a  fan  of  his  ever  since. 

"He'll  give  the  other  bakeries  in  the 
neighborhood  a  run  for  their  money," 
she  said. 

Nevertheless,  Mark  appears  to  have  at 
least  some  merchant  support.  All  those 
he  talked  to  within  a  two-block  radius 
said  they'd  give  him  the  go-ahead. 

Mark  currently  bakes  for  a  private 
company,  which  he  preferred  no'  to 


name,  but  ever  since  he  bought  the 
Church  Street  building  in  1983.  he  has 
dreamed  of  opening  his  ow  n  shop. 

He  rents  the  first  floor  to  Steve  Stein, 
who  sells  used  guitars  and  gives  music 
lessons.  Stein  has  lived  there  since  last 
year  under  a  month-to-month  lease, 
which  he  knew  would  terminate  if  Mark 
opened  a  shop.  Before  that,  from  1 98 1  to 
1985.  the  Institute  of  Integral  Studies 
used  the  space,  and  Mark  claims  the 
school  probably  generated  as  much 
traffic  as  he  would 

But  David  Burton,  who  for  15  years 
has  lived  at  340  27th  St.,  believes  a  food 
service  business  would  attract  more 
clients  and  cars  than  almost  any  other 
type  of  use.  "A  retail  use,  something 
open  nine  to  five,  would  be  fine,  or  a  real 
estate  office,"  he  said.  "But  I  don't  want 
anything  that  has  to  do  with  food  going 


It's  been  a  tough  year  First  the  shuttle 
blew  up.  then  Reagan  offered  Shultz  to 
the  Ayatollah  for  two  CIA  agents  and  a 
Sandanista  to  be  named  later  And  now 
this:  no  Voice  next  month. 

You'll  just  have  to  crawl  through  Jan- 
uary without  us.  We  can  print  an  advance 
weather  forecast,  however:  cold  and  wet 
Fun  month,  huh'7  No  Voice,  crummy 


in  there." 

Burton  also  agrees  with  Divine  that  the 
nearby  "parking  is  ridiculous.  You  can't 
park  here  after  4  p.m.."  he  said.  "And 
Mervyn  plans  to  stay  open  until  10 p.m." 

Mark  dismisses  the  parking  com- 
plaints, saying  he  will  attract  mainly 
people  I  mm  the  neighborhood.  And  he 
says  he  will  cooperate  with  the  neigh- 
bors "100  percent.  Whatever  litter  is 
created  by  my  business,  we  would  clean 
it  up,  and  even  more." 

Some  people  have  told  Mark  they're 
afraid  his  shop  will  attract  loitering 
youths,  like  Happy  Donuts  at  24th  and 
Church  streets.  "It's  not  really  going  to 
be  a  place  teenagers  hang  around,"  he 
countered, 

Burton  says  there  is  no  way  to  guaran- 
tee claims  like  that.  "I  believe  in  free  en- 
terprise. And  I  have  nothing  against  the 
guy,"  he  said.  "But  I've  been  in  business 
long  enough  to  know  that  they'll  promise 
you  the  world,  then  as  soon  as  they  get 
what  they  want,  they  do  what  they  want  " 

He  and  Divine  say  they  understand 
Mark's  desire  to  practice  his  art,  but  be- 
lieve his  business  goals  should  be 
weighed  against  the  rights  of  the  im- 
mediate neighbors.  "The  majority  of  us 
just  don't  want  it,"  said  Burton. 

Mark  claims  that  a  good  deal  of  the 
neighbors'  opposition  stems  from  a  mis- 
understanding. He  pointed  to  a  petition 
circulated  last  month  that  stated  he 
would  open  a  "fast-food"  take-out  "The 
petitions  are  misleading."  he  said,  plac- 
ing part  of  the  blame  on  the  city  's  refusal 
to  come  up  with  a  more  accurate  defini- 
tion for  bakeries.  "There's  no  way  my 
pastry  shop  would  be  a  'fast-food'  place." 

If  Mark  isn't  successful  in  opening  his 
pastry  shop,  those  who  crave  his  eclairs 
and  napoleons  will  just  have  to  order 
them  specially,  as  does  Pixa,  or  skip  the 
mam  meal  at  a  "very  bad"  local  restau- 
rant, and  go  right  for  the  dessert.  D 


weather. 

Anyway,  we'll  be  emerging  from  our 
cocoon  in  time  to  put  out  a  February 
1987  issue.  Send  us  your  ads  by  Jan.  20, 
your  copy  and  calendar  items  by  Jan 
15,  and  we  might  even  include  them. 

In  the  meantime,  leave  your  message 
after  the  beep.  (The  phone  number  is 
821-3324.)  □ 


Christmas  is  a  very  special 
time  at  The  Mitre  Box. 


Our  shop  is  bursting  with  gift  ideas. 
Frames  you  can  make,  frames  you  can 
buy.  French  Impressionists  and  Alaskan 
primitives.  Art  cards  to  send.  Art  cards 
to  frame.  From  Native  American  land- 
scapes to  Japanese  still  lifes . . .  Pegge 
Hopper  to  Diego  Rivera . . .  A-udubons  to 
Z-urburans.  The  best  collection  (we're 
told)  of  affordable  art  and  imaginative 
framing  in  The  City . . .  and  now,  for  the 
season,  a  great  collection  of  photo 
frames  for  your  very  personal  memories. 


Have  Your  People  Call  Our  People 


ENJOY  OUR 
PATIO  GARDEN 

1 

M  Th  7om  9  00pm 
ft  7om  -  1  1  30pm 
Sot  8om  1 0pm 

Sun  8am  9pm 

Our  friendly  design  staff  is  ready  to  help, 
and  our  expert  custom  framers  promise 
pre-Xmas  delivery  on  orders  placed  by 
December  15th. 


Come,  join  Santa  and  the  rest  of  us  at . . .  "!  sPend  a  lot  of  time  at 

the  Mitre  Box  in 

December." 

S.  Claus.  World  Traveler 


mitre  box 


4082  24TH  ST..  SAN  FRANCISCO,  824-2272 

Open  Seven  Days ...  Call  for  Special  Extended  Xmas  Hours 
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Condo  Ruckus  Stirs  Memories  of  Clipper  St.  Skirmishes 

Continual  from  Page  I 


FLAVOR 
of  the 
MONTH 


Pumpkin 
and 

Eggnog 


Hand-Packed  Y 

y  Dutch  Almond 

Flavors  V 

J  Vanilla 

Almond  Butter 

Eggnog 

Whirl 

Ginger 

Amarerto 

Lychee  Nut 

Banana  Walnut 

Mango 

Blueberry 

Mint  Chocolate 

Butter  Almond 

Chocolate  Chip 

Chocolate  Chip 

Mocha  Walnut 

Chocolate 

Pumpkin 

Chocolate  Chip 

Rum  Raisin 

Chocolate  Peanut 

Strawberry 

Butter  Swirl 

Ultra  Chocolate 

Coffee  Bean 

Vanilla 

Chocolate 

Lemon  Sherbet 

Raspberry  Swirl 

Orange  Sherbet 

Cookie  Milk 

Strawberry  Sherbet 

Chocolate 

Vanilla  Fudge 

Cookie  Vanilla 

Vanilla  Raspberry 

Dutch  Almond 

Swirl 

Chocolate 

White  Pistachio 

©ouhle^inbow 


519  Powell 

(at  Sutter) 
3933  24th 
(near  Noe) 
2133  Chestnut 
(near  Steiner) 
1724  Halght 
(near  Cole) 


1633  Polk 

(near  Clay) 
316  Columbus 
(near  Broadway) 
407  Castro 
(near  Market) 
4068  Piedmont 
(in  Oakland) 


GO  I  KM  i.  I    U  1  CREAMS 


less  to  say,  the  neighbors  are  wary  of  the 
attendant  human,  vehicular,  and  me- 
chanical noise. 

Friends'  Anti-Condo  Fervor 

Arge  is  witnessing  the  latest  chapter  in 
a  history  of  holding  out  against  condos 
in  Noe  Valley.  One  of  the  longest  and  best- 
known  battles  involved  the  Friends  of 
Noe  Valley — the  neighborhood's  residen- 
tial activist  association — and  Hayman 
Homes,  a  company  which  since  1974  had 
wanted  to  put  condos  on  the  long  Clipper 
Street  hill,  below  Diamond  Heights.  As 
originally  designed,  these  condos  would 
have  dangerously  increased  traffic, 
blocked  ;i  spectacular  view  and  sunlight, 
and  weakened  the  hillside. 

Championing  the  cause  of  downslope 
neighbors  on  25th  Street,  the  Friends 
mobilized  a  letter-writing  campaign  and 
raised  their  voice  at  public  hearings  in  the 
early  '80s.  Partly  due  to  this  opposition, 
development  of  the  Clipper  condos  has 
only  just  now  begun,  and  the  developers 
have  greatly  modified  their  plans  to  ac- 
commodate neighbors'  concerns. 

"We'd  like  to  keep  projects  of  that 
| multi-unit]  magnitude  out  of  the  neigh- 
borhood," says  current  Friends  co-presi- 
dent Jacques  Bertrand  "It's  a  single- 
family  neighborhood,  basically.  We 
don't  want  upstart  yuppies.  Let  them 
build  in  Pacific  Heights,  or  the  Marina, 
Forest  Hills,  or  Seacliff  or  whatever." 

The  22nd  Street  neighbors'  first  meet- 
ing in  October  convinced  them  of  the 
need  to  increase  the  scope  of  their  activ- 
ity and  the  size  of  their  group.  They 
began  leaving  notes  in  mailboxes  along 
22nd.  Castro,  and  Collingwood  streets. 

Several  neighbors  initiated  letters  and 
phone  calls  to  Sharon  Rogers,  the  city 
employee  charged  with  preparing  the  ob- 
ligatory environmental  study  of  the  pro- 
posed project.  "Frequently  neighbor- 
hood input  will  alert  us  to  things  we 
might  not  notice."  notes  Rogers.  She 


says  she's  found  that  Noe  Valley  resi- 
dents "care  about  their  neighborhood 
and  have  lived  with  a  certain  kind  of  am- 
bience for  quite  a  while." 

Once  they'd  heard  about  the  Friends, 
the  Weils  were  quick  to  invite  Bertrand 
to  their  second  meeting  on  Nov.  10,  and 
to  advise  their  neighbors  that  "we  should 
all  become  members  of  the  Friends." 

Les  Wardell  of  Collingwood  Street 
voiced  his  concern  about  the  project's 
destruction  of  the  trees  beneath  his  home 
and  the  threat  to  the  hillside  on  which 
he's  perched.  Marc  Snyder,  who  lives  on 
22nd  near  Collingwood,  urged  contact 
with  political  figures,  and  noted  that  the 
size  of  the  project  (one  unit  more  than 
the  limit  imposed  by  RH-2  zoning) 
would  trigger  a  permit  hearing  sometime 
next  year,  at  which  concerns  can  be  aired 
before  the  city's  planning  commission. 
22nd  St.  Resistance  Movement 
In  the  past  few  weeks,  the  counter- 
COndo  movement  has  gained  momen- 
tum. The  22nd  Street  neighbors  made 
their  case  before  a  meeting  of  the 
Friends  on  Nov.  1 1  and  gained  the 
group's  support  for  what  has  begun  to 
look  like  a  protracted  struggle. 

"Developers  will  select  neighbor- 
hoods where  there's  the  least  resistance," 
warned  Friend  Marilyn  Lucas,  herself  a 
real  estate  agent.  "But  if  there's  too 
much  resistance,  they  may  let  it  go." 

In  other  activity,  neighbors  met  with 
aides  to  Supervisors  Harry  Britt  and 
Nancy  Walker.  And  petitions  were  drawn 
up  and  circulated  around  the  neighbor- 
hood for  later  presentation  to  the  plan- 
ning commission. 

Meanwhile,  Alternatives.  Inc.  is  pre- 
paring for  its  own  slow  crawl  through  the 
city  bureaucracy.  "We  deal  with  every- 
thing as  it  comes  along,"  explains  Arge. 
"A  lot  in  this  business  is  problem- 
solving." 

But  just  as  he  had  not  anticipated  the 
extent  of  the  problem  with  neighborhood 
opposition,  he  cannot  see  the  validity  of 


the  complaints.  He  points  out  that  the 
12-umt  building  has  been  designed  with 
"better  aesthetics"  than  most  nearby 
buildings  of  similar  size,  and  that  the 
single  unit  over  the  tunnel  will  "blend  in" 
with  adjacent  older  structures,  peaked 
roof  and  all.  Since  the  tunnel  is  covered 
and  most  foot  traffic  will  use  the  Castro 
Street  stairway,  he  doesn't  think  there 
will  be  undue  noise. 

Plea  for  Developers'  Rights 
And  Arge  feels  that  even  if  Alterna- 
nts, Inc.  were  not  to  pick  up  its  option 
to  buy,  the  property  would  soon  attract 
another  multi-unit  developer.  The  cur- 
rent owner,  he  reports,  is  retiring  and  has 
been  anxious  to  sell,  and  "it  wouldn't  be 
economically  feasible  to  go  in  and  refur- 
bish" the  existing  house  and  maintain 
the  landscaping. 

"If  people  want  to  use  other  people's 
vacant  land  and  keep  it  vacant."  says 
Arge  disdainfully,  "they  have  the  oppor- 
tunity to  purchase  it  themselves." 

This  option  has  crossed  some  of  the 
neighbors'  minds.  But  for  the  time  being 
they're  planning  a  meeting  at  the  Noe 
Valley  Ministry  at  7:30  p.m.  on  Dec.  9, 
to  share  their  concerns  and  activities 
with  a  wider  public. 

Bertrand  says  the  results  of  Rogers' 
study  will  not  be  available  till  mid- 
December.  And  there  are  more  studies, 
inspections,  permits,  and  hearings  to  go 
through  before  groundbreaking,  planned 
by  Alternatives,  Inc.  for  May  1987. 

After  completion  of  the  tunnel,  it 
would  take  about  eight  or  nine  months  to 
construct  the  12  "medium-income"  con- 
dos, according  to  Arge.  "As  far  as  I  un- 
derstand it,"  he  says,  "(the  neighbors] 
can  make  things  more  difficult  and  draw 
it  out  in  time,  but  we  have  a  right  to  have 
our  building  as  much  as  they  have  a  right 
to  have  their  building." 

And  he'd  just  as  soon  not  have  to  enter 
theirs  again.  "I  don't  want  to  walk  in 
with  16  people  glaring  at  me  and  all  that 
bad  energy  coming  my  way."  O 
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20%  OFF  ON: 
ALL  FLOWERING  POTTED 
PLANTS  incl  POINSETTIAS 
DURING  DECEMBER 
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Craftswomen 
Showcased  on 
18th  Street 

By  Anne  Semans 

Gift-giving  season  is  again  upon  us. 
conjuring  up  ghosts  of  Christmases  past 
aisles  of  Cabbage  Patch  dolls,  big-bellied 
VCR  salesmen,  shopping  malls  bursting 
at  the  seams ...  all  translating  into  major 
stress. 

This  year,  why  not  trade  in  your  anx- 
iety for  a  holiday  experience  that  com- 
bines shopping  with  culture,  history,  edu- 
cation, food  and  fun — all  just  around  the 
corner.  Join  the  Eighth  Annual  Cele- 
bration of  Craftswomen  at  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Women's  Building,  3543  18th  St.. 
Dec.  6-7  and  13-14 

The  fair  will  give  you  a  chance  to  dis- 
cover a  multitude  of  unique  items  hand- 
crafted by  women  of  all  ages,  origins 
and  interests,  as  well  as  show  your  sup- 
port for  the  Women's  Building,  a 
women's  cultural  and  community  center 
since  1979. 

Housing  such  organizations  as  Op- 
tions for  Women  Over  Forty,  S.F.  Women 
Against  Rape,  Somos  Hermanas.  the  Al- 
liance Against  Women's  Oppression,  and 
Lilith  Women's  Theatre,  the  building 
plays  host  to  a  wide  range  of  services 
and  social  activities  geared  toward 
women,  but  open  to  everyone. 

Since  the  Women's  Building  defines 
itself  as  nonageist,  nonracist  and  nonclas- 
sist.  patrons  can  expect  to  find  an  ethni- 
cally balanced  fair,  says  fair  coordinator 
Rawna  Romero.  "Women  who  have 
created  art  indigenous  to  other  countries 
tie  us  into  a  greater  history,  which  makes 
for  a  much  more  exciting  fair."  she  says. 

Providing  opportunities  for  a  wider 
spectrum  of  craftswomen  was  one  of  the 
fair's  goals  this  year,  Romero  said,  so 
booth  preference  was  also  given  to  artists 
under  16  and  over  60. 

She  emphasized  that  the  fair  helped 
craftswomen  and  organizations  receive 
the  kind  of  exposure  not  normally  avail- 


Artisl  Judy  Shannon  will  be  telling  her  -Dolls  of  Color"  at  the  Eighth  Annual  Celebration  oj  Craftswomen  at  the  Women's  Building 
Dee-  6-7  and  /.?-/•/  The  dolls  are  patterned  after  African  fertility  figures .  PHOTO  BY  NITA  WINTER 


able  to  them.  'The  fair  is  not  only  a 
fundraising  tool,  but  a  way  to  promote 
and  support  the  lives  of  women  artists 
and  craftswomen  of  all  origins." 

So  come  prepared  to  discover  the 
charms  of  such  items  as  the  handmade 
"Dolls  of  Color,"  patterned  after  tradi- 
tional African  dolls  once  used  by  women 
who  wanted  to  get  pregnant.  Or  play  the 
shakere,  a  West  African  instrument  made 
from  a  beaded  squash  gourd.  Outfit  your- 
self in  hand-tooled  jewelry  and  woven 
clothing,  or  choose  gifts  from  an  array 
of  ceramics,  hand-etched  glass,  quilts 
and  wood  carvings  reflecting  women's 
imagery. 

Complement  your  shopping  by  exa- 
mining the  exhibits  of  women's  art  dis- 
played tha>ughout  the  four  floors  of  the 
building.  In  the  Vida  Gallery,  the  crafts 
cooperative  of  the  Refugee  Women's  Pro- 
gram will  exhibit  the  richly  embroidered, 
silver-beaded  traditional  costumes  of  the 
Lao  lu  Mien,  a  highland  tribal  group 
from  Laos.  (Mien  embroidery  will  also 
be  for  sale  on  one  of  the  two  floors  of 


Yule  logs 

like  OURS 

DONTGROW 
ON  TREES. 

A  yule  log  (Buche  de  Noel)  from  Cocolat  is  no  ordinary 
Christmas  dessert.  It's  a  labor  of  love. 

Flavored  with  Cognac  or  Grand  Marnier.  Decorated  with 
chocolate  butter-cream  bark  and  tiny  meringue  mushrooms. 
It  looks  astonishingly  real.  And  tastes  simply  astonishing. 

Fine  chocolates  and  extraordinary  desserts. 

San  Francisco       Berkeley      Oakland       Palo  Alto      Corte  Madera 


KADEKA  DANCES  FOR  KIDS 

Creative  Movement  Classes 

for  children  ages  4-13 

[family  classes  for  ages  2  &  3} 

Beginning  Jan.  12 

550-7189 

Noe  Valley  Ministry.  1021  Sanchez,  S.F. 


the  building  devoted  to  crafts  booths  ) 

Stop  by  the  lobby  to  examine  the 
Navajo  rugs  and  quilts  created  by  the 
elder  women  of  Big  Mountain,  Ariz.  Or 
take  a  look  in  Harriet  Tubman  Hall, 
which  will  feature  the  extraordinary 
work  of  batik  artist  Lisa  Kokin  Romero 
describes  Kokin's  art  as  "very  humanistic 
portraiture  of  women.  It  is  political  in 
nature,  yet  also  has  an  understated  qual- 
ity which  makes  it  very  powerful  " 

The  building  interior,  which  recently 
underwent  renovations,  will  be  adorned 
with  colorful  Mexican  papercut  decora- 
tions made  by  the  Latina  Outreach  mem- 
bers of  Options  for  Women  Over  Forty. 

On  the  third  Moor,  you  can  have  your 
fill  of  refreshments  and  non-stop  enter- 
tainment. Dance  to  the  music  of  Linda 
Tillery  and  Friends,  enjoy  the  rhythm  of 
the  Kalilang  Kulintang  Dance  Ensemble, 
a  23-member  Filipino  group  performing 
native  dances,  or  check  out  Alternative 
Measures,  a  feminist  barbership  quartet 
A  black  children's  theater  company,  an 
Asian-American  puppet  troupe,  and  a 


host  of  women  comics  are  also  among 
the  28  artists  scheduled  to  perform. 

Those  interested  in  learning  more 
about  the  Women's  Building,  or  about 
other  nonprofit  organizations  and  small 
women-owned  businesses,  can  visit  the 
information  booths  on  the  mezzanine 
level  of  the  building.  Pick  up  a  copy  of 
Connexions,  an  international  feminist 
magazine,  talk  to  Tradeswomen,  or  view 
the  art  from  women  in  prisons,  presented 
by  a  group  called  Remember  Our  Sisters 
Inside. 

Considering  all  that  awaits  you  in  the 
building,  admission  to  the  crafts  celebra- 
tion is  a  bargain  at  $2-$5  (slidmy  scale) 
Children  under  12  are  admitted  free  and 
senior  discounts  are  available.  The  fair 
runs  from  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  daily,  child- 
care  is  available  (there'll  be  a  special 
play  room  for  the  little  ones),  and  all 
floors  are  accessible  by  elevator.  Pro- 
ceeds from  booth  rental  go  to  the  Wom- 
en's Building  and  its  programs,  so  come 
out  und  share  your  Christmas  spirit.  Feliz 
Navidad!  fj 


Before  your  next  haircut . . . 
. . .  ask  yourself  these  questions: 


rflOUDD 


'WE  BRING  OUT  THE  BEST  IN  YOU" 


Haircuts 
Director 
Top  Stylist 
Stylist 


Women  Men 
$28.00  $23.00 
$24.00  $21.00 
$21.00  $18.00 


1  Is  the  haircut  I  have  now  practical  for  me7 

2  Does  it  take  a  lot  ol  time  to  "do'  my  hair7 

3  Does  my  hair  always  look  Hat7 

4  Do  I  have  to  set  it  every  day7 

5  Does  it  fall  limp  as  it  touches  my  shoulders7 

6  Can  I  see  my  face  or  is  my  hair  always 
falling  in  my  eyes7 

7  Do  I  swim  a  lot  or  participate  in  sports 
where  my  hair  gets  in  my  way7 

8  After  sports  can  I  look  presentable  or 
glamorous  in  the  evening7 

9  If  I'm  on  vacation,  will  I  want  to  spend  a  lot 
of  time  "doing"  my  hair  in  the  style  that  it  is 
now  or  would  I  rather  be  out  enioying 
myself7 

10  Have  I  been  coloring  and  perming  so  much 
that  in  order  to  get  my  hair  in  shape  I  need 
a  shorter  haircut7 


Come  in  for 

a  free  consultation. 

Make  the  right  choice. 


3826  24th  STREET  •  304  VICKSBURG 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94114 
(415)  641-8948 


COLOR   XEROX9 COUPON 

10%  OFF 

CHRISTMAS  CARDS 
MADE  ON  OUR 
COLOR  XEROX 
25  PRINTS 
MINIMUM. 
EXPIRES  12  I  1J 

(ToLORCRANE 

3957  Twenty-fourth  Street.  San  Francisco.  California  94114  •  (415)  285-1387 
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The  Lowdown  on  the  Second-Story  Story 


Continued  from  Page  I 

having  all  the  necessary  permits  Before 
Famous  Nails  opened  at  3644  24th  St.  a 
few  months  ago.  law  offices  had  rented 
(he  space  since  1973.  according  to  one  of 
the  attorneys  who  worked  there.  Roger 
Rubin  He  added  that  his  firm  had  never 
gotten  any  special  permits  since  Noe  Val- 
ley Law  Offices  opened  before  they  were 
necessary. 

Yamuchi  said  each  of  the  businesses 
on  the  Friends  s  list  would  have  to  be  in- 
vestigated individually  to  determine  its 
status.  The  myriad  of  interim  zoning 
controls  which  have  operated  in  Noe  Val- 
ley in  the  last  decade  make  it  difficult  to 
immediately  determine  anyone's  status. 

Famous  Nails  owner  Nguyen  Fong  is 
certain  her  business  is  legal  and  almost 
kicked  this  reporter  out  for  having  asked 
the  question.  The  building  owner.  Dr. 
Michael  McFadden.  said  he  had  heard  of 
"some  controversy,  but  I  don't  keep  up 
with  it  that  much.''  then  hung  up. 

At  least  four  other  businesses  on  the 
Friends'  lisi  turned  out  to  be  legal,  in- 
cluding three  at  1 304 A  Castro.  A  Cut 
Above  Castro.  Citizens  Realty  and  Ar- 
gonaut Realty  and  Mortgage  won  a  con- 
ditional use  permit  at  an  August  city 
planning  hearing. 

"We  collected  over  300  signatures  to 
justify  our  existence."  said  stylist  Syd- 
ney Mealley  of  A  Cut  Above  Castro.  "We 
were  challenged  by  the  East  &  West  of 
Castro  Club,  and  we  were  successful. 

"But  this  place  has  been  commercial 
since  the  1930s,"  she  added.  "Making 
it  residential  wouldn't  add  to  the 
community." 

Mealley  understands  the  Friends'  de- 
sire to  preserve  housing,  but  believes 
that  small  entrepreneurs  who  struggle  to 
set  up  shop  shouldn't  be  thrown  out.  "It's 
okay  to  keep  out  the  new  ones,  but  they 
shouldn't  penalize  those  already  here," 
she  said. 

R\chard  Jordan  of  Citizens  Realty  at 
the  same  address  did  not  take  the  news 


that  his  business  was  being  investigated 
with  good  humor.  "Leave  us  alone,"  he 
said.  "I  don't  know  w  ho  is  stirring  up  all 
this  agitation,  but  I  am  sick  and  tired  of 
this  nonsense." 

Bertrand  was  surprised  to  learn  of  the 
permit  for  1304  Castro.  "We  weren't 
notified,"  he  said.  "If  we  had  known  [of 
the  application  for  an  exemption],  we 
would  have  put  up  a  fight." 

He  is  sympathetic  with  business  own- 
ers, but  thinks  action  must  be  taken  to 
make  landlords  and  realtors  realize  they 
cannot  rent  out  units  as  commercial 
when  they  should  be  homes.  "It's  not 
their  | the  businesses')  fault.  1  have  no- 
thing against  these  people."  he  said. 
"But  basically,  the  realtors  will  keep 
doing  it  if  they  know  they  can  get  away 
with  it." 

Family  and  Marriage  Counselor 
Richard  Moore,  one  of  the  therapists  at 
3644  24th  St.,  doesn't  understand  all  the 
fuss.  "I  don't  see  how  anything  good  can 
come  of  this,"  he  said.  "We  spent  a  lot  of 
energy  refurbishing  this  place . . .  and  it's 
especially  hard  for  therapists  because  we 
can't  operate  out  of  a  storefront  or  com- 
mercial setting." 

Moore  said  he  didn't  even  know  about 
the  zoning  restriction.  He  said  the  build- 
ing was  owned  by  Sahagan  Real  Estate 
on  the  same  block.  But  a  realtor  at  Saha- 
gan said  the  firm  had  only  handled  the 
case  and  that  the  building  owners  were 
out  of  town. 

A  man  working  at  the  Bay  Area  Foun- 
dation at  110  Sanchez  St.  preferred  not 
to  give  his  name  or  comment  on  the 
Friends'  accusations.  Selva  Realty  of 
24th  Street  is  posted  as  the  building 
owner,  and  a  spokesman  there  also  pre- 
ferred not  to  comment. 

Attorney  Claire  Pilcher,  a  founding 
member  of  Friends  of  Noe  Valley,  agrees 
with  Bertrand's  view  that  realtors  and 
landlords  are  knowingly  violating  zon- 
ing regulations  because  they  don't  be- 
lieve the  city  will  enforce  them. 


"I  don't  feel  like 
cooking  tonight" 


If  you  don't  feel  like 
cooking  tonight,  we've  got 
Brick  Oven  Bar-B-Que. 
the  heart  and  soul  of  our 
barbeque  tradition.  Beef 
Ribs,  Baby  Back  Ribs. 
Pork  Spare  Ribs,  Plate 
Lickin'  Chicken  and 
Louisiana  Hot  Links, 
slow-cooked  over  natural 
hardwood  fires. 

We've  got  Chili.  Salads 
and  Sandwiches  for 


lighter  meals,  that  are 
served  all  day. 

We've  got  Barbeque 
Sauce  so  good  you'll 
want  to  rub  it  in  your 
hair!su 

And  we've  got  Take- 
Out  and  Catering  too. 

So — if  you  don't  feel 
like  cooking  tonight,  try 
Firehouse  Bar-B-Que*" 
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"These  are  realtors,  they're  in  the  busi- 
ness. They've  got  to  know  what's  going 
on,"  she  said.  Shop  owners  who  unwit- 
tingly refurbish  a  unit  to  open  a  business 
are  unfortunately  '"caught  between  the 
cracks,"  she  said.  If  they  are  kicked  out 
by  the  city,  they  can  sue  the  building 
owners  for  misrepresentation. 

Pilcher  claims  to  know  of  IS  illegal 
conversions  in  Noe  Valley  that  have  been 
ignored  by  the  city.  She  faults  the  plan- 
ning department,  as  much  as  the  land- 
lords, for  spending  more  time  drawing 
up  regulations  than  enforcing  them. 
"Planning  spends  a  lot  of  time  and 
money  putting  out  glossy  books,  but 
then  they  always  say  they  don't  have 
enough  money  lor  enforcement ." 


Dowdec  defended  his  department, 
saying  the  load  was  larger  than  people 
realized.  "We  investigate  every  single 
complaint  It  s  just  a  matter  of  when." 
There  is  currently  a  backlog  of  1.200 
complaints,  he  said. 

Bertrand  places  blame  even  higher 
"The  person  to  blame  is  the  mayor."  he 
said.  "The  resources  are  there  but  they 
haven't  been  allocated  to  city  planning  to 
do  something  about  it. 

"She's  not  a  neighborhood  person,  so 
these  things  don't  get  attended  to,"  he 
added. 

Now,  with  city  supervisors  on  the 
same  side  as  the  Friends  of  Noe  Valley, 
maybe  neighborhood  zoning  laws  will 
get  attended  to.  □ 


Surf's  Out,  Glen's  Gone,  so  What's  Up? 


Continued  from  Page  I 

the  lease  is  signed.  If  our  lease  was  sold 
today."  says  Upton,  "we'd  be  out  of  here 
tomorrow.  But  it  could  take  months." 
With  rent  "over  $3,000  per  month," 
Upton  thinks  the  next  business  "might  be 
a  7- 1 1  or  a  family-owned  music  and 
bookstore  out  of  Hawaii."  At  this  point, 
all  that's  certain  is  no  one  is  committed. 

It  was  rumored  that  Walgreen's  drug- 
store was  going  to  occupy  the  Surf  Super 
space,  but  property  owner  Steve  Pasquan 
says,  'They  [Walgreen's]  flew  out  from 
Chicago  and  checked  it  out,  but  passed." 

So  a  lot  of  prime  commercial  space  is 
still  available  on  24th  Street,  between 
Noe  and  Castro.  Why  the  delays? 
M-O-N-E-Y.  The  ugly  truth  is.  paying 
for  5,700  square  feet  on  24th  Street  (Surf 
Super's  size)  is  becoming  big  business. 
RenoTognetti,  formerly  of  Reno's  Meats 
in  Surf,  attributed  the  demise  of  that 
grocery  to  one  important  fact:  "The  rent 
tripled." 

Late  last  month,  with  the  closing  of 
his  business  only  weeks  past,  Tognetti 
was  still  busy  wrapping  up  loose  ends  at 
the  now-empty  Surf.  After  two  decades 


in  the  grocery  business,  he  was  naturally 
ambivalent  about  the  store's  departure 
"I've  seen  a  lot  of  changes,"  he  says 
"  I'm  not  saying  it  isn't  for  the  better,  but 
it's  too  bad  [Surf  Super]  is  going.  A  lot 
of  the  old-timers  are  going  to  miss  us. 
Who's  going  to  take  the  time  to  deliver 
groceries?"  (At  press  time,  the  neighbor- 
hood group  Friends  of  Noe  Valley  was 
surveying  other  local  grocery  stores  to 
see  whether  they  might  revive  home  de- 
livery service. ) 

Like  many  longstanding  businesses. 
Surf  watched  its  lease  run  out,  but 
couldn't  afford  modern  rental  premiums. 
So  now  Tognetti  is  afraid  "it  has  to  be  a 
franchise  that's  going  to  move  in." 

Owner  Steve  Pasquan  says  the  rent  will 
now  approach  $10,000  per  month.  He's 
still  waiting  for  the  right  offer,  though 
"Seven-Eleven  was  in,  then  not."  he 
says.  Although  Pasquan  hasn't  ruled  out 
subdividing  the  space,  he  definitely  pre- 
fers the  idea  of  a  single  tenant 

And  so,  the  harsh,  economic  realities 
of  contemporary,  urban  living  are  played 
out  in  Noe  Valley.  Indeed,  the  free  mar- 
ket is  a  bumpy  ride.  □ 
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For  a  decade  the  Mission  Cultural  Center  has  provided  a  gathering  plat  e  for  visual  artists, 
theater,  dance  and  music  But  putting  the  facility  in  top  shape  has  turned  out  to  he  an 
expensive  and  difficult  task     PHOTO  BY  IRENE  KANE. 


City  Center 
Struggling 
To  Maintain 
Ethnic  Art 

ByJeffKaliss 

The  Mission  Cultural  Center,  on  Mis- 
sion Street  between  24th  and  25th,  has 
vibrated  with  sound  and  eolor  for  most 
of  the  past  10  years.  But  two  years  ago. 
Center  Director  Oscar  Maeiel  had  to 
move  his  operations  to  temporary  quar- 
ters while  the  city  launched  renovations 
on  the  four-floor  building,  formerly 
Shaff's  Furniture  Store. 

Maciel,  a  former  home  builder  by 
trade,  recalls  his  reaction  when  he  re- 
turned to  the  Mission  Street  site  this  sum- 
mer. "1  felt  depressed  to  see  the  mess.'" 

Several  of  the  inner  doors  refused  to 
close  or  open  properly.  Nails  had  not 
been  driven  completely  into  plywood. 
Concrete  was  cracking  because  of  poor 
pouring  And  there  were  depressions  in 
some  of  the  new  floors.  Dissatisfied  with 
what  he  considered  to  be  inferior,  city- 
financed  workmanship,  Maciel  decided 
to  postpone  the  center's  reopening  cere- 
monies until  early  next  year. 

A  History  of  Growing  Pains 

Unfortunately,  trouble  between  the 
center  and  the  city  was  not  exactly  new 
to  Maciel.  or  anyone  else.  In  fact,  the 
Mission  Cultural  Center  and  its  three  sis- 
ter centers  (Bay view.  Western  Addition, 
and  South  of  Market)  were  created  in  the 
late  '70s  to  quell  neighborhood  opposi- 
tion to  public  funding  of  the  posh  Davies 
Symphony  Hall. 


The  city  agreed  to  set  up  nonprofit 
"community  boards"  at  each  center  and 
to  allow  rent-free  occupation  of  the 
buildings.  The  San  Francisco  Arts  Com- 
mission's Neighborhood  Arts  Program 
(NAP)  was  given  the  task  of  administer- 
ing the  centers,  and  the  Bureau  of  Archi- 
tecture was  charged  with  developing  a 
long-range  plan  for  renovation  and  im- 
provement of  the  buildings,  with  input 
from  the  local  boards. 

The  Mission  Cultural  Center,  estab- 
lished in  1977,  proceeded  to  hire  staff 
and  to  offer  classes  focused  on  the  sur- 
rounding Hispanic  community.  The  front 
of  the  building  and  some  of  the  inside 
walls  were  adorned  with  luscious  mu- 
rals. Mission  Grafica,  the  graphics  work- 
shop established  on  one  of  the  upper 
floors,  turned  out  award- winning  posters 
and  became  the  center's  biggest  revenue 
producer. 

The  community  center  also  provided 


administrative  help  at  low  cost  to  local 
arts  groups,  and  rented  out  space.  As 
Juan  Pablo  Gutierrez,  the  center's  de- 
velopment director,  points  out,  the 
neighborhood  had  never  had  a  similar 
facility. 

"There  was  no  theater  in  the  Mission 
except  for  the  Victoria  Theatre  [on  16th 
Street |."  he  notes.  "There  were  no  major 
art  galleries  in  the  Mission  that  commu- 
nity artists  could  have  access  to.  And 
there  was  no  dance  space."  Gutierrez  es- 
timates that  the  center  can  serve  180,000 
people  per  year. 

As  their  reputation  and  scope  grew,  the 
center  staff  experienced  a  growing  dissat- 
isfaction with  the  limitations  of  the  build- 
ing. They  attended  a  series  of  meetings 
with  the  city  architect  to  voice  their 
needs,  which  included  installation  of  an 
elevator  to  ensure  handicapped  access, 
the  creation  of  spaces  for  multiple  dance 
classes,  and  removal  of  pillars  which 


blocked  sight  lines  in  the  first-floor  theater 

space . 

But  Maciel  claims  that  the  meetings 
were  merely  "tokens"  and  that  commu- 
nity input  was  ignored.  Instead,  he  says, 
the  architect  based  his  renovation  plans 
on  outdated  "findings."  developed  10 
years  ago  by  nonprofessional  designers 
from  the  Neighborhood  Arts  Program. 
He  notes  that  the  elevator  was  never  in- 
stalled (although  a  shaft  was),  the  pillars 
are  still  standing,  and  adequate  dance 
space  is  yet  to  be  created. 

Funding  Frustrations 

Behind  the  planning  process  lurked 
the  inevitable  problem  of  funding. 
Money  for  "capital  improvement," 
which  is  applied  to  the  renovation  of 
public  buildings,  has  to  be  requested 
from  the  city  by  the  Arts  Commission. 
Fe  Bongolan.  the  NAP's  assistant  direc- 
tor, points  out.  "There  are  a  lot  of  build- 
ings on  the  city's  capital  improvement 
list.''  including  schools,  libraries,  police 
and  fire  stations,  S.F.  General  Hospital, 
and  "major  performance  spots"  such  as 
Davies  Hall  and  the  Opera  House. 

The  Mission  Cultural  Center's  own 
"improvement"  was  planned  for  three 
phases,  the  first  two  of  which  were  finally 
initiated  in  October  1984  by  contractors 
hired  by  the  city's  Bureau  of  Architec- 
ture. Phase  1,  for  which  the  city  allo- 
cated $75,000.  saw  the  installation  of  a 
sprinkler  system  and  other  work  to  bring 
the  building  into  compliance  with  code. 
Phase  II,  budgeted  at  $923,000,  involved 
"redesign"  of  the  first  floor,  including  a 
stage,  dressing  rooms,  a  seating  area, 
ventilation,  earthquake  bracing,  stair- 
ways, and  some  doors,  walls  and  floors 
on  the  upper  levels 

"All  you  could  do  with  $923,000  is 
what  we  had  done."  says  NAP  Director 
Anne-Mane  Theilen.  but  center  staff  were 

Continued  on  Page  8 
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MCC  Looking  for 
Trust  and  Money 
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not  happy  when  the  work  was  finished  last 
July.  Theilen  still  eontends.  however, 
that  the  Arts  Commission  and  the  NAP 
bent  over  backwards  to  meet  the  staff's 
demands  and  that  if  some  (such  as  the 
elevator)  remain  unmet,  it's  simply  be- 
cause money  was  used  up  elsewhere. 

Theilen  also  believes  that  the  Arts 
Commission  itself  may  be  partly  to 
blame  for  building  up  false  expectations. 
"I  think  it  was  stated  to  the  (community] 
board  and  to  the  staff  that  the  Mission 
Cultural  Center  could  be  renovated  all  at 
once."  she  explained.  "At  one  point,  the 
commission  believed  that  the  city  would 
give  them  enough  to  renovate  the  entire 
building,  which  isn't  so." 

Gutierrez  says  he  doesn't  believe  "that 
the  city  was  ever  serious  about  these  cen- 
ters. It  they  were  serious."  he  claims. 
"the>  would  have  pumped  m  the  kind  of 
money  that  it  takes  to  get  a  place  like  this 
into  shape 

Gutierrez  notes  proudly  that  Mission 
Cultural  Center  has  continued  to  produce 
(and  increase)  its  own  revenue,  even  dur- 
ing its  exile  to  2451  Harrison  St  He'd 
like  to  do  more  fundraising.  he  says,  but 
finds  it  difficult  to  approach  funders 
when  the  center's  tenure  in  the  building 
is  based  on  a  year-to-year  "Memoran- 
dum of  Understanding,"  not  a  lease. 

"No  one  is  going  to  give  you  money," 
says  Gutierrez,  "if  you  don't  have  a 
long-term  lease  or  have  not  bought  your 
building." 

Theilen  counters  that  the  city  would 
be  unlikely  to  consider  a  long-term  con- 
tract until  the  connection  between  the 
center  and  the  Neighborhood  Arts  Pro- 
gram can  be  made  more  secure.  She  is 
also  disturbed  that  the  center's  commu- 
nity board  "has  had  the  same  five  mem- 
bers for  the  last  five  years.  We  want  to 


Juan  Pablo  Gutierrez,  development  director  of  the  Mission  Cultural  Center,  is  upset  that 
renovation  of  the  centei  is  im  omplete.  He  accuses  the  San  Francisco  Arts  Commission  and 
the  Neighborhood  Arts  Program  of  not  listening  to  the  community's  needs. 
PHOTO  BY  MARIELLA  POLL 


see  a  community  board  that's  working 
for  the  entire  Mission  District,"  repre- 
senting full  ethnic  and  artistic  diversity. 

Maciel  admits  to  certain  "weaknesses" 
in  Mission  Cultural  Center's  record- 
keeping, but  believes  that  it  more  than 
adequately  represents  the  surrounding 
community,  both  in  board  composition 
and  in  program  offerings.  Even  while  on 
Harrison  Street,  he  notes,  the  center  has 
continued  to  offer  a  full  schedule  of 
classes  in  dance,  theater,  figure-drawing, 
screen  printing,  photography  and  music 
In  addition  to  housing  the  nation's  only 
Center  for  Chicano  Writers,  Mission 
Cultural  Center  holds  classes  in  Central 
American  literature  and  the  cultures  of 
El  Salvador  and  Nicaragua. 

Santana  Lends  an  Ear 

Hovering  over  the  unfortunate  cross- 
fire of  accusations  is  a  guardian  angel,  in 
the  form  of  rock  guitarist  Carlos  San- 
tana. Maciel  first  approached  Santana 
after  hiding  under  a  table  in  the  star's 
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Open  12:00  Mon-Fri   4:00  Sat-Sun 
291  30th  Street,  SF,  (415)  821-6900 


PARTY  TIME? 
VERONA  IS  GREAT! 


Pizza  •  Italian  Dinners  •  Greek  Dinners 
Beer -Wine 

Whether  you're  planning  a  party  for 
your  family,  local  women's  club,  or 
your  office,  call  Verona 


VISA' 


821-6900 


One  free  bottle  of  Greek  wine 
Demestica  for  every  five  people 
having  one  of  our  Greek  entrees* 

"Greek  entrees  only — no  substitutes  please — expires  1/31/87 


dressing  room  a  year  and  a  half  ago. 
"Santana  has  a  very  keen  interest  in  the 
development  of  the  arts,  especially  in 
this  community  where  he  grew  up," 
Maciel  discovered.  "And  we  have  pro- 
vided him  a  vehicle  to  do  something  he 
always  wanted  to  do." 

One  thing  Santana  did  was  to  give  the 
center  part  of  the  proceeds  from  his  Au- 
gust I986  performance  at  Shoreline  Am- 
phitheatre. The  money  has  been  applied 
to  staff  salaries  and  to  defraying  the  cost 
of  workshops,  which  the  center  offers  at 
no  cost  to  participants. 

But  Santanas  "long-term  involve- 
ment," says  Maciel,  includes  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Carlos  Santana  Endow- 
ment for  Arts  Education,  "which  will 
secure  free  classes  for  youth  and  will 
provide  income  on  an  annual  basis, 
forever." 

Rock  impresario  Bill  Graham  and 
Santana  will  kick  off  the  endowment 
with  a  benefit  concert  in  the  spring  of 
I987  that  will  also  feature  Lucha  Villa 


(one  of  Mexico's  best  ranchero  singers), 
jazz  saxophonist  Stan  Getz,  percus- 
sionist Tito  Puente.  and  possibly 
Panamanian  musician  and  film  actor 
Ruben  Blades 

Santana  and  his  family  will  also  at- 
tend the  official  reopening  of  Mission 
Cultural  Center,  tentatively  set  for  the 
first  week  of  February.  Meanwhile, 
Maciel  will  draw  on  the  center's  funds 
and  pool  of  volunteer  labor  to  outfit  the 
theater;  install  carpeting  and  track-light- 
ing for  the  gallery  and  upper-floor  parti- 
tions; and  perform  an  overall  cleanup. 

Assuming  that  the  building  passes  city 
inspection  and  that  the  opening  cere- 
mony and  Santana  benefit  proceed  as 
planned,  the  center  should  be  off  to  a 
good  start  in  the  new  year.  Theilen  hopes 
that  when  the  city  announces  its  arts 
budget  next  summer,  there  will  be  ample 
funding  for  Phase  III  of  the  center's  reno- 
vation, which  is  supposed  to  finish  up 
heating  and  lighting  facilities  and  bath- 
rooms on  the  upper  floors.  She  estimates 
that  the  final  cost  of  renovation  will  ex- 
ceed $2  million. 

But  both  the  Neighborhood  Arts  Pro- 
gram and  the  center  staff  and  board  will 
also  have  to  put  some  energy  into  repair- 
ing what  Maciel  refers  to  as  "an  acceler- 
ated process  of  deterioration"  in  their 
communication.  Theilen  warns,  how- 
ever, "It's  insane  to  criticize  the  NAP  it 
you're  trying  to  get  more  funding  from 
the  city." 

And  the  city  may  very  well  be  think- 
ing more  at  this  point  about  directing 
funds  a  dozen  blocks  to  the  north,  to  turn 
the  Armory  into  a  snazzy  movie  studio, 
than  to  maintain  and  develop  a  local  arts 
facility.  If  priorities  can  be  adjusted  in 
favor  of  neighborhoods,  it  will  have  to 
be  done  where  the  purse  strings  are:  in 
City  Hall,  in  Sacramento,  and  on  Capitol 
Hill  in  Washington,  D  C.  □ 


*such  a  business* 

the  kids*  general  store 


1  Rhode  Island 

(1  block  from  the 

Showplace  Square  Circle) 

Phone:  (415)  431-1703 

Open  Monday-Saturday  10  am-6  pm 

Now  Open  Sunday  12  Noon-5  pm 
VISA  "MasterCard 
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Farm  Aid 


Over  the  last  dozen  years,  the  Farm  at 
Potrero  Avenue  near  Army  Street  has 
made  fertile  ground  for  a  profusion  of 
musical  and  theatrical  events  as  well  as 
an  ongoing  bilingual  daycare  center  and 
community  kitchen.  It  also  provides  for 
the  care  of  goats,  chickens,  ducks,  rab- 
bits, and  various  crops. 

Now  the  Farm  is  threatened  with  evic- 
tion by  its  landlady,  Marilyn  Goode. 
who  is  thinking  ol  developing  the  prop- 
erty lor  business  purposes 

Crossroads  Community,  which  man- 
ages the  Farm,  is  raising  money  to  cover 
legal  costs  and.  if  possible,  enter  into  a 
new  lease  with  Goode.  Events  include  a 
marathon  weekend  fundraiser  Dec.  12- 
14.  which  will  feature  two  nights  ol 
music  and  an  afternoon  poetry  session 
There  are  also  collection  cans  at  Rain- 
bow Grocery  and  other  sympathetic 
sites.  If  you'd  like  to  help  or  find  out  the 
details  of  the  marathon  weekend,  call 
826-4290. 


Kids  Fair  and  Care 

Instead  of  having  to  settle  for  a  man- 
ger, many  local  kids  make  their  home- 
away-from-home  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Ministry.  1021  Sanchez  St.  The  Noe  Val- 
ley Nursery  School,  which  operates  as  a 
parent  cooperative  for  children  Vh  to  5 
at  the  church,  is  hosting  its  first  annual 
Holiday  Fair  there  from  10  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 
on  Dec.  6.  There  will  be  craft  booths, 
Christmas  decorations,  and  items  from 
Levi's,  Esprit,  the  Incredible  Christmas 
Store  and  others.  Profits  go  to  the 
school,  and  you  can  call  Suzi  Partier  at 
647-6567  for  details. 

Then,  on  Dec.  20  &  21.  the  Noe  Val- 
ley Ministry  offers  "Christmas  Babysit- 
ting" as  a  benetu  lor  its  building  renova- 
tion fund  For  a  minimal  hourly  cost, 
you  can  go  shopping  and  leave  your  kids 
to  the  delights  of  ornament-making, 
sing-alongs,  films  {The  Red  Balloon  and 
White  Mane),  and  snacks  provided  by 
Real  Food  Co.  Hours  are  from  noon  to 
6  p.m.  Saturday  (Dec.  20)  and  I  to  5  p.m. 
Sunday  (Dec.  21).  Call  282-2317  for 
more  information. 


Studio  Shopping 

Your  gift-giving  this  season  can  be 


SHORT  TAKES 


Threatened  by  eviction,  the  Farm  on  Potrero  Avenue  is  holding  a  gala  mush  ai  and  poetry 
w  eekend  Dei    12-14  to  raise  emergency  funds. 


both  arty  and  unusual  if  you  drop  by  the 
Fifth  Annual  Open  Studio  at  the  Old 
Sears  Building.  Army  and  Valencia 
streets  The  artists  who  live  and/or  work 
at  the  site  are  opening  their  doors  to 
exhibit  and  sell  a  spectacular  assortment 
of  paper,  prints,  photography,  jewelry, 
wood  sculpture,  hand-woven  rugs  and 
clothing.  Come  between  noon  and  5  p.m. 
on  Dec.  6  and  7. 


Give  and  Get 

You  can  give  blood  and  get  a  tee-shirt 
for  your  back  during  a  special  drive  at 
the  Irwin  Memorial  Blood  Bank  Dec.  22 
through  Jan.  3.  The  tee-shirts  are  deco- 
rated with  the  words  "No  Small  Gift." 
which  says  it  all.  Call  the  blood  bank,  lo- 
cated at  270  Masonic  Ave. .  at  567-6400. 


Celebrating  Prop.  D-Dav 

Coleman  Advocates  for  Children  and 
Youth,  profiled  in  these  pages  last  year, 
is  delighted  with  the  passage  of  Proposi- 
tion D.  The  city's  playgrounds  and  gyms 
will  now  be  open  to  kids  tor  after-school 
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recreation  programs.  To  celebrate,  Cole- 
man is  honoring  its  board  president  Art 
Tapia,  a  police  sergeant,  and  Supervisor 
John  Molinari.  a  champion  of  Prop.  D, 
with  a  "Playgrounds-for-Kids  Victory 
Dinner  and  Dance"  on  Dec.  12  The 
event,  with  dinner  beginning  at  5  p.m. 
and  dancing  at  8  p.m.,  will  be  held  at 
George  Washington  High  School. 
600  32nd  Ave.,  and  will  feature  Lone 
Shark  and  the  Fishnets,  who  will  evoke  a 
'50s  sock  hop.  For  tickets  and  informa- 
tion, call  641-4362. 


Holiday  Hosannas 

Ever  since  "The  Little  Drummer  Boy" 
and  "Angels  We  Have  Heard  on  High." 
the  month  of  December  has  been  as- 
sociated with  music,  and  this  year  is  no 
exception.  This  month's  offerings  start 
out  with  jazz/performance  artist  Idns 
Ackamoor  and  Rhodessa  Jones,  appear- 
ing in  the  Noe  Valley  Music  Series  at 
1021  Sanchez  St.  on  Dec.  6.  The  pair 
will  be  joined  by  a  fascinating  phalanx 
Of  musicians,  dancers  and  actors 

The  following  Saturday.  Dec.  13,  will 
be  quieter  but  no  less  delightful  as 


Golden  Bough  presents  its  annual  Christ 
mas  concert  of  British.  Celtic  and 
Norwegian  music  and  Old  World  carols, 
using  folk  instruments  and  four  lovely 
voices.  Guitarist  Eric  Tingstad  and 
pianist  Spencer  Brewer  will  take  us  into 
the  New  Age  on  Dec.  20.  All  concerts 
start  at  8. 15  p  m 

Dale  Miller,  of  24th  Street's  Noe  Val- 
ley Music  shop,  will  bring  us  the  plea- 
sure of  the  company  of  pioneer  guitar 
stylist  John  Fahey  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Ministry  at  8: 15  p.m.  on  Dec.  19.  Fahey, 
a  hero  to  Miller  and  many  of  us  who  sur- 
vived the  '60s.  will  perform  some  of  his 
scintillating  arrangements  of  Christmas 
carols,  and  Miller  will  open  lor  him 
Call  282-2317  for  information  on  all  the 
Ministry  concerts 

The  Ina  Chalis  Opera  Ensemble  has 
been  rehearsing  for  weeks  at  Chalis' 
home  on  Hoi  I  man  Street  for  an  all- 
Menotti  program,  which  coincides  with 
the  American  composer's  75th  birthday 
The  ensemble  will  present  the  Christmas 
favorite  "Amah I  and  the  Night  Visitors," 
along  with  excerpts  from  the  rarely  seen 
works  "The  Telephone"  and  "Help. 
Help,  the  Globolinks."  at  Community 
Music  Center.  544  Capp  St..  Dec.  13 
There  will  be  two  performances,  one  at 
II  a.m.  in  conjunction  with  a  free  chil- 
dren's Christmas  party,  and  another  at 
2  p.m.,  for  which  a  donation  is  asked 
The  group  will  also  perform  the  follow- 
ing week  (Dec.  21)  at  Pilgrim  Commu- 
nity Church,  400  Randolph  St  Call 
Chalis  at  826-8670  for  details. 

As  a  New  Year's  tease,  look  for  the 
Noe  Valley  Music  Series  to  continue 
with  neighborhood  notables  Alex  de 
Grassi  (guitar),  Bruce  Forman  (guitar) 
and  Larry  Kassin  (flute)  on  Jan.  3;  the 
Scottish  sounds  of  Alasdair  Fraser  and 
Paul  Machliss  on  Jan.  10;  jazz  pianist 
Mary  Watkins  and  violinist  Patricia 
Weiss  on  Jan.  17;  the  comedy  team  Fem- 
prov  on  Jan.  24;  and  the  Clubfoot  Or- 
chestra with  Joyo  on  Jan.  31.  Asm  1986. 
the  concerts  start  at  8: 15  p. m 


Coffee 


We  have  a  large  selection 
including  Graffeo-roasted 
fresh  and  sent  to  us 
five  times  a  week 


Tea 

Black  and 
herbal  teas 
in  bulk 
and  bags 


Pots,  Pans,  Bakeware, 

dishes,  cookbooks,  kitchen  gadgets,  coffee  and 
tea  accessories,  espresso  makers,  ceramics, 
placemats,  storage  jars,  wine  glasses, 
spice  racks,  and  much,  much  more. 
3901  24th  St.  SF  641-7040 
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Let 

BYLINES 
be 

BYLINES 


Now's  Your 
Chance 

Let  Bylines  Be  Bylines  is  your 
column.  Send  us  your  thoughts,  and 
Well  consider  printing  them.  Your  sub- 
mission must  he  typed,  double-spaced, 
fewer  than  1,200  words,  pertinent  to 
Noe  Valley,  and  told  in  the  first  person. 
We  may  edit  for  style,  clarity,  brevity  or 
legality.  Include  your  name,  address  and 
phone.  Send  it  to:  The  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  1021  Sanchez  St. ,  San  Fran- 
cisco, CA  94114. 


usan 


Peterson 


Editor's  Note:  After  attending  the 
closing  reunion  of  the  Acme  Metal 
Spinning  Worlds  Cafe  last  spring,  Susan 
Peterson  ( now  a  resident  of  Prescott, 
Ariz. )  felt  "an  irrepressible  impulse  "  to 
Write  about  the  neighborhood  she  once 
knew  and  loved.  What  follows  is  her 
perceptive  essay  on  the  passing  of  an  era 
in  Noe  Valley. 

I 'm  a  New  Yorker  by  birth,  a  San 
Franciscan  by  experience,  the  resident 
of  a  high  desert  area  of  Arizona  for  the 
past  five  years.  And  some  months  ago. 


I  took  the  opportunity  for  a  sentimental 
journey.  Always  the  sideline  observer,  I 
felt  compelled  to  write  about  what  I 
remembered,  and  what  has  become  of 
it.  San  Francisco  has  left  an  indelible 
mark  on  me,  as  it  does  on  those  of  us 
who  leave,  but  keep  returning. 

So,  this  story  is  about  the  after-image 
I  hold  of  a  past,  and  its  update.  It's  my 
personal  epilogue  to  a  piece  written  by 
Herbert  Gold  for  the  San  Francisco 
Examiner  in  1974.  His  article  described 
the  specialness  of  a  "new  hip  bohemia" 
that  was  just  coming  into  being,  and  of 
which  Noe  Valley  was  a  part. 

The  neighborhood  was  to  be  seen  as 
"lower-hip  (and)  standard-Ameri- 
can .  .  .  [with]  a  certain  lyric  flow,  a 
family  damp."  It  was  "middle  class, 
plus  lower  middle  class  straight;  plus 
welfare  hip,  plus  foodstamp  straight — 
overlapping  categories  [of]  plugging- 
along,  gay,  women  being  liberated, 
unisexual  radical.  "  It  was  the  kids  who 
hadn't  decided  whether  to  be  "straight 
or  gay,  hip  or  earnest,  welfare  or  work- 
ing, dropouts  or  never-made-its.  '' 

The  streets  were  alive  and  vividly 
textured,  and  I  was,  within  the 
framework  of  Mr.  Gold's  poetic  license, 
Susan  the  waitress  at  the  Acme  Cafe  on 
24th  Street. 

The  Acme  was  neither  fictitious,  nor 
just  a  cafe.  It  was  representative  of  a 
piece  of  time,  and  it  was  open  stage  for 
many  forms  of  young  talent  and  hopes. 
For  some  of  us,  expatriates  of  less 
receptive  places,  it  provided  a  family 
unit,  an  identity.  It  was  to  have  far- 
reaching  personal  consequences. 

Newly  arrived  in  this  Noe  Valley 
atmosphere,  I  watched  and  called  it 
"our  Paris  of  the  1920s."  Working  at 


The  Noe  Valley  Music  Series  Presents 

at  Noe  Valley  Ministry 
1021  Sanchez  (near  23rd) 

Sat.  Dec.  6    Rhodessa  Jones  and 
Idris  Ackamoor 

in  "Follies  San  Francisco"  with 
special  guest  performers. 

Golden  Bough 
Eric  lingstad  and 
Spencer  Brewer 

Welcome  in  the  Nezv  Year  with 

Alex  de  Grassi, 
Bruce  Forman  and 
Larry  Kassin! 
Alasdair  Fraser  and 
Paul  Machliss 

Music  from  Scotland 

Mary  Watkins  and 
Patricia  Weiss 
Femprov 

presents  the  Superbowl  of  Comedy! 

Clubfoot  Orchestra 
and  Joyo 

Tickets  $6-$8 

All  performances  are  at  8:15  pm.  Call  282-2317  for  information. 
Advance  tickets  available  at  Aquarius  Records,  3961  24th  Street 


Sat.  Dec.  13 
Sat.  Dec.  20 


Sat.  Jan.  3 

Sat.  Jan.  10 

Sat.  Jan.  17 

Sat.  Jan.  24 
Sat.  Jan.  31 


de  Grassi,  Kassin, 
and  Forman 


the  Acme  paid  for  the  dance  classes.  It 
took  care  of  the  bills  while  we  made 
music  and  theater  and  had  warehouse 
openings  south  of  Market.  It  was  a 
dishwasher  pirouetting  seductively 
through  the  cafe,  with  a  jukebox  that 
had  the  best  damn  selection  of  jazz  in 
town.  We  worked  between  classes  and 
took  the  time  out  between  orders  to 
massage  one  another's  shoulders.  Each 
respective  effort  was  supported — the 
low-budget  movie,  the  mixed  media 
event,  the  play,  the  book  of  poetry. 
There  was  room  for  us  in  this  neighbor- 
hood of  settled,  unpretentious  "serious" 
business. 

Little  stress  seemed  to  be  generated 
between  the  boundaries  of  the  disparate 
lifestyles  living  side  by  side.  The 
esoteric  atmosphere  of  the  metaphysical 
bookstore,  the  philosophy  of  the  chess- 
playing  cafe,  the  flair  of  early  24th  Street 
boutique — they  all  coexisted  fluently 
with  the  serious  stuff:  the  hardware 
store,  the  glass  shop,  the  corner  restau- 
rant serving  over-cooked  vegetables  to 
Social  Security  recipients. 

^^any  types  found  their  way  to  the 
Acme  for  its  cheap  meal  of  lentil  soup, 
Irish  soda  bread,  and  coFee;  if  not  for 
that,  then  for  the  ongoing  floor  show,  or 
the  opportunity  to  make  living  and/or 
working  connections.  It  was  the  place 
to  hang  out  between  gigs,  to  update  the 
meaningful  journal,  to  check  out  the 
local  lovelies,  to  have  the  floor.  The 
bars  on  the  street  were  most  definitely 
blue-collar  and  pre  fern;  the  rents  were 
affordable;  and  the  jazz  of  community 
advertising  spread  itself  profusely  over 
key  billboards  through  the  neighborhood. 

Some  of  us  were  politicized  for  a  later 


(real)  world.  We  were  serious  passion- 
ate workers  in  a  hip  cafe  with  (what  we 
saw  as)  "capitalist"  underpinnings.  We 
had  love  affairs,  and  some  of  us  changed 
trains  sexually.  If  not  sexually,  then 
ideologically — we  were  nurtured  into 
discovering  the  Sisterhood.  A  few  of  us 
had  babies.  My  own  was  self-evident 
over  the  apron  for  months.  The  activity 
on  24th  Street  was  something  like  an 
involuted  piece  of  tapestry,  and 
friendships  were  made  that  still  remain, 
and  have  seemingly  become,  lifetime 
"occupations." 

In  the  last  week  of  May,  I  returned 
to  attend  a  reunion.  The  grapevine  had 
it  that  the  Acme  had  finally  been  sold, 
and  the  owners  were  calling  together  a 
party.  For  my  life,  a  going  backwards 
was  appropriate  right  now.  I  needed  to 
see  my  ghosts  and  remember  how  it 
was.  I  was  anxiously  prepared  to 
experience  our  own  "Big  Chill."  Of 
course,  not  all  of  us  were  there.  In  fact, 
I  walked  into  the  reunion  to  find  a  lot  of 
faces  I  didn't  recall.  Were  they  the 
people  of  the  Acme's  past  five  years? 
Business  associates?  There  were  so 
many  1986-style  yuppies  (no  offense, 
and  let's  face  it — with  affection  I  say, 
our  old  employer  was  a  yuppie  before 
yuppies  were).  Anyway,  so  much  for 
any  unwarranted  proprietary  feelings 
on  my  part. 

Some  of  the  old  crew  are  in  New 
York  or  L.  A.  doing  professionally 
what  was  being  tentatively  explored 
back  then.  And  and  some  are  still  to  be 
found  in  San  Francisco,  struggling  to 
"gel,"  even  as  we  find  ourselves  in  or 
approaching  middle  age. 

Continued  on  Page  12 


Free  Valet 
Parking 
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50  Years 
n  Business 


Corner  of  Market  &  Van  Ness 
San  Francisco 


The  word  is  out. 

se*s°^9*  Tne  place  to  buy  your  new  Honda 

Gjc€  is  in  the  heart  of  San  Francisco  at: 

BOAS 

Featuring  the  1987: 

CRX  "CIVICS 
ACCORDS  •  PRELUDES 

With  the  best  in: 

SALES  SERVICE  PARTS 

Mon-Fri  9-7  Mon-Fri  Mon-Fri 

Sat  9-6  pm  7:30-5:30  pm  8:00-5  pm 

Sun  12-5  pm 

Come  into  BOAS  HONDA  for  Holiday  Savings. 
All  new  Hondas  at  FLEET  PRICES,  BELOW 
FACTORY  LIST,  but  only  when  you  ask  for 
JIM  TOTAH  or  JOE  BRENNICK. 

The  time  is  NOW  and 
the  place  is  BOAS. 

PHONE  441-2000 
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Paul  O.  Williams 

Editor's  Note:  Duncan  Street  resident 
Paul  Williams  mailed  us  this  essay 
describing  his  gradual  (and  sometimes 
painful)  transformation  from  a  friendly 
Midwesterner  to  a  card-carrying  Neo 
Valleon.  We  apologize,  Paul,  for  not 
networking  with  you  about  the  Voice 
Welcome  Wagon.  Drop  by  our  office  for 
your  free  acupressure  bear-hug  and 
safe-sex  packet. 

I  am  a  recent  immigrant  to  Noe 
Valley  from  rural  southern  Illinois. 
Naturally  I'm  experiencing  culture  shock 

In  Jersey  County,  III.,  people  tend  to 
want  everybody  else  to  be  like  them. 
They  have  all  kinds  of  ways  of  bumping, 
cuffing  and  gently  herding  others  into 
line.  One  may  wear  a  St.  Louis 
Cardinals  cap.  for  instance,  but  never  a 
Cubs  hat  unless  one  has  a  taste  for 
scorn  and  derision.  Men  don't  wear 
shorts.  Well,  tourists  might.  But  there 
are  no  tourists. 

In  San  Francisco,  people  group 
together,  too — but  in  a  myriad  of 
different  disciplines,  beliefs  and 
amusements,  many  of  which  the 
Midwest  never  heard  of — like  love 
through  astrology  or  rolling.  ("Say,  did 
you  hear  what  happened  to  Dan?  He 
got  rolfed."  "No.  That's  too  bad.  Will 
he  get  better?"  "Well,  they  don't  know 
yet.  They  say  it's  pretty  bad.") 

One  of  the  first  problems  the  casual 
misfit  from  two  decades  in  Jersey 
County  runs  into  involves  saying  hello. 
On  the  street  in  the  county  seat,  one 


says  hello  to  any  stranger  not  reading 
the  paper.  In  my  small  town  I  waved  at 
passing  cars  with  so  much  glare  on 
them  I  coudn't  see  who  was  inside. 
Otherwise,  somebody  was  sure  to  feel 
snubbed.  In  the  country  there,  one 
waves  at  cars,  people  on  porches,  hay 
loads  and  tractors. 

Needless  to  say,  this  would  cause 
consternation  in  Noe  Valley.  And 
when  I  first  came  along  it  did.  Nobody 
called  the  police — I  think.  They  just 
glided  by.  faces  glazed  over.  I  paused 


in  mid  "hi,"  feeling  the  chill.  I  became  a 
ghost.  It  was  worse  than  being  back  in 
Philadelphia.  For  one  thing  there  seem 
to  be  more  genders  here.  Men  tend  to 
be  afraid  of  each  other,  except  very  old 
ones,  who  will  give  one  a  nod.  Most  of 
them  are  doubtless  from  Ohio. 


Are  We 
Feeding  Too  Many  Meters? 


By  Denise  Minor 

One  day  last  month  when  Austin 
Rogers  was  looking  for  a  parking  space 
to  do  his  shopping,  he  noticed  someone 
in  the  24th  Street  parking  lot  feeding  the 
meters  m  front  of  a  number  of  cars. 

The  man,  who  was  wearing  a 
mechanic's  jumpsuit,  then  crossed  the 
street  to  enter  Noe  Valley  Auto  Works  at 
4050  24th  St. 

"They're  using  it  to  store  their  cars," 
said  Rogers.  "I've  noticed  it  twice  when 
1  was  waiting  for  a  space  to  shop  at  Surt 
|  supermarket]. " 

A  Voice  reporter  who  spent  a  Friday  af- 
ternoon in  the  area  did  not  notice  any 
meter  feeding  But  mechanic  Alex  Di- 
rige  of  the  garage  admits  the  Auto  Works 
parks  cars  in  the  lot.  though  he  thinks 
there  is  nothing  wrong  with  that.  "Every- 


one's entitled  to  park  as  long  cis  they're 
feeding  the  meter."  he  said.  "The  restau- 
rant over  there  and  the  other  businesses 
around  here  all  do  the  same  thing. 

"It's  not  illegal  as  long  as  you're  pay- 
ing," he  insisted. 

Not  so.  according  to  Parking  Control 
Officer  Debby  Wong,  "ii  s  illegal  to  feed 
the  meters  " 

However,  the  only  way  to  tell  if  some- 
one is  meter  feeding  is  to  chalk  a  car's 
tires,  a  duty  usually  undertaken  when 
police  receive  a  lot  of  calls. 

"It  depends  on  the  amount  of  com- 
plaints. We  chalk  on  Polk.  Union,  down- 
town and  sometimes  on  24th."  she  said. 

"It's  usually  a  neighborhood  mer- 
chants' association  that  calls."  she  con- 
tinued "And  the  more  noise  we  hear 
from  a  certain  area,  the  more  we  have  to 
satisfy  it."  □ 


As  for  women,  well,  even  I  have 
sense  enough  to  look  through  them  as  if 
they  were  made  of  glass.  Some  are. 
And  children  over  3  must  be  studiously 
ignored.  Younger  than  that,  they  can 
be  smiled  and  winked  at  when  they  are 
clutching  a  parent.  They  seem  to  like 
it.  So  do  the  parents — but  the  winker 
must  be  bald  or  have  a  lot  of  gray  hair. 
And  if  somebody  is  walking  a  dog,  you 
can  say  hello  to  the  dog  if  you  are  that 
neurotic. 


Oi 


'bviously,  I  am  evolving  rules, 
being  unwilling  to  zombie  down  24th 
Street  as  though  it  were  deserted.  My 
residual  Midwesternness  demands  some 
human  recognition,  say  one  person  in  two 
hundred.  Otherwise  it's  just  too  weird. 

Clerks  in  some  small  shops  will  chat  a 
moment  if  they  aren't  too  busy.  They 
like  a  joke  or  two.  But  not  in  banks. 
They  take  deposits  readily  enough, 
studying  the  checks  to  make  sure  they 
are  real.  If  you  want  to  withdraw  your 
own  money,  though,  you  can  feel  the 
tension,  see  the  tight  lips,  the  narrowed 
eyes.  The  camera  monitors  stare  rudely, 
no  doubt  checking  your  face  against  a 
file  of  mug  shots.  And  to  think  for  years 
I've  been  walking  up  to  a  teller  who  has 
reached  for  her  money  and  said,  "Well, 
Paul,  going  to  the  grocery  store  again  I 
see." 

Giving  people  the  right  of  way  at  a 
four-way  stop  has  become  a  game  with 
me.  Some  people  seem  pleased,  others 
astonished.  At  any  rate,  people's 
natural  friendliness  glows  slightly 
through  the  lacquer  of  San  Francisco 
reserve. 

One  can  say  hello  to  policepersons, 
but  they  are  generally  looking  the  other 


way  or  admiring  the  cornices  of  build- 
ings. People  watering  their  gardens  are 
unaccountably  friendly.  Of  course,  they 
can  turn  the  hose  on  you  if  necessary. 
Men  washing  cars  are  generally  open 
with  passersby  unless  the  cars  are 
blocking  the  sidewalk.  In  such  cases 
they  look  at  you  as  if  to  say,  "Where  in 
the  hell  did  you  expect  me  to  put  it?"  In 
the  Midwest  it  is  rude  to  put  a  car 
across  a  sidewalk.  It  causes  anger.  If 
the  owner  were  not  there,  boys  would 
walk  across  the  hood.  Of  course  there 
is  no  need.  In  Illinois  there  are  places  to 
put  cars. 

If  I've  been  jogging  and  am  obviously 
sweaty  and  exhausted,  people  seem 
friendlier.  I  think  it  is  pity.  But  if  one 
jogs  by  a  family  playing  in  their  side 
yard,  one  glance  at  them  seems  to  cast 
a  cloud  of  embarrassment  over  them. 

I  still  want  to  bend  the  rules,  though, 
because  it  is  easy  to  ignore  everybody, 
but  it  isn't  much  fun.  However,  I'm 
learning.  Just  the  other  day  I  was 
toiling  up  the  steep  part  of  Newburg 
with  a  fat  sack  of  groceries  from  Little 
Bell  when  a  man  slowed  his  car  and 
asked  if  I  needed  a  ride.  I  looked  it. 
"No  thanks,"  I  puffed  out.  "I  need  the 
exercise.  "  He  waved  and  went  on. 
Now  I  wonder  what  that  guy  wanted. 

□ 


1st  Ining  Lounge 

Formerly  Salonica's  and  Zorba's 

Now  Open  in  Noe  Valley 
Live  Entertainment! 

Jazz  Band  Wednesday  Evenings 
Sing-along  Thursday  and  Friday  Evenings 
Rock  &  Roll  Band  Saturday  Evenings 

Free  hors  dbeuvres 

A  Great  Place  to  Meet  Your  Friends 


4026  24th  St. 
821-6789 


(next  to  Elisa's) 
Health  Spa) 
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Continued  from  Page  10 

Those  hardcores  or  sentimentalists 
who  did  make  a  showing  got  together 
afterwards  and,  sitting  in  a  circle,  felt 
how  much  we  were  still  our  recognized 
selves  to  one  another.  We  checked  out 
the  facts  and  found  that  we  range  in  age 
from  36-48.  We  are  no  longer  young, 
and  we  have  different  types  of  respon- 
sibilities facing  us . .  .  insistently. 


lhe  old  neighborhood,  as  I  knew  it, 
is  not  intact.  But  for  a  few  small  pockets 
where  the  old  spirit  manages  to  exist, 
the  little  "bohemia,"  is  aJI  but  gone. 
The  street  is  chi-chi,  it  is  slick;  it's  built 
for  consuming  and  taking  care  of  very 
specialized  business.  The  people  on  the 
street  are  not  the  street-dwellers  of  its 
past.  The  traffic  appears  homogenized. 
The  texture  is  going,  the  surprise  is 
gone.  Here  are  the  purposeful  consum- 
ers of  24th  Street  videotapes,  Italian 
coffeemakers,  and  (admittedly  wonder- 
ful) French  pastries.  One  by  one,  the 
old  landmark  businesses,  the  24th 
Street  fixtures,  are  disappearing.  It 
seems  as  though  small  enterprise  is 
being  eased  out  as  Noe  Valley  real 
estate  becomes  prime  stuff. 


A  Special  Christmas  Event 
Solo  Steel  String  Guitarist 


*}    JOHN  FAHEY 

SECOND  ANNUAL  CONCERT 

Friday,  December  19,  8:00  PM 
Special  Guest:  DALE  MILLER,  Guitarist 


Noe  Valley  Ministry 
1021  Sanchez  (at  23rd) 
Info:  821-6644 


$8  at  the  door 
$7  in  advance  at 
Noe  Valley  Music 
3914A  24th  St. 


In  checking  out  the  ads  in  the  local 
neighborhood  paper  by  category,  what 
is  found  is  that  the  greatest  quantity  of 
advertisement  is  for  restaurants,  and 
that  number  is  equal  to  the  number  of 
exercise  possibilities  offered.  Next  in 
abundance  are  ads  for  child-related 
business  (alternative  schooling,  cloth- 
ing, accessories),  and  finally,  it's  a 
toss-up  between  real  estate  agents  and 
attorneys.  Maybe  it's  to  be  called 
Progress,  or  better  yet,  Maturity.  The 
neighborhood's  coming  of  age  in  1980s 
fashion. 

Even  those  of  us  who  didn't  make  a 
daily  habit  of  the  Meat  Market  Cof- 
feehouse in  the  old  days,  go  there  to  see 
old  faces,  to  remember,  and  to  touch 
that  time  and  place  where  the  action,  as 
Herbert  Gold  put  it,  was  both  "aimless 


and  aimed."  (Prior  to  submission  of 
this,  I  was  told  that  the  Meat  Market  is 
now  also  closed  ...  on  top  of  all  else, 
there  go  some  damned  good  bagels. ) 

This  has  been  my  way  of  "taking 
notice."  So  few  transitions  are  celebrated 
or  mourned,  or  even  mentioned  in  pass- 
ing. Thank  you,  Herb  Gold,  for  that 
piece  you  wrote  12  years  ago.  You  ob- 
served and  recorded  the  beginning  of  an 
exciting  moment  in  San  Francisco  time. 

Thank  you,  Joel  Coopersmith  and 
Franme  Coopersmith,  for  providing 
some  type  of  ending.  As  the  last  sign  on 
the  Acme  door  so  eloquently  put  it, 
Closed  Forever — exit  stage  left. 

PS.  To  those  in  the  Cast  of  Charac- 
ters who  didn't  make  it  back — wherever 
you  are,  the  rest  of  us  remember  and 
send  love. 
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333  DOLORES  ST 


863-6890 


"Hi/  /  am  BUSIMATE, 
your  best  BUSINESS  MATE!" 


4 'My  boss  has  top-quality  helpers  to  assist  me: 


HARDWARE 
ACCESSORIES 

20MB  Seagate  complete  with  controller 
1200  Baud  Everex  Modem 
1200  Baud  External  Modem 
2400  Baud  Modem 
Epson  Printers.  aJJ  modeb 
Color  Display  . 

Mult)  I/O   

Joystick 
EGA  Card 


$439 
...155 
175 
350 
Call 
Add  250 
Add  60 
25 
299 


RAM  Chip  4164  150  1.25 

41256-150  2.90 

5151  Compatible  Keyboard  .80 

AT  like  Keyboard   75 

Printer  Cable  12 

Modem  Cable  15 


2- Way  Printer  Switchbox  45 
V-20  Chrp  (8  MHz)  18 


SOFTWARE 

Dac  easy  Accounting  *65 

TeleMagx  95 

Resume  .  ,2S 

Packdlsk  Utilities   29 

Training  Software   Call 

Pubbc  Domain  Software    4 

"To  be  honest  with  you,  sometimes  I  think  my  quality  deserves  a  higher  price, 
but  my  boss  said  a  good  machine  should  benefit  the  pubbc  and  let  more  people 
be  able  to  afford  it." 


"Call  my  boss  on  415-550-8388 
and  come  to  see  me  at  BUSIMATE  INFO  SYSTEMS, 

973  Elizabeth  Street, 
San  Francisco. 
I  am  ready  to  go  to  work  for  you. 


4128  24th  St. 
550-1300 


B.J.  Droubi 
Real  Estate 

We  love 
Noe  Valley! 

B.J.  Droubi  Barbara  Gullion 

Joel  Bridgman  Terry  Lee 

Tom  Campbell  Keith  McCollom 

Patricia  Carapiet  Peggy  Mclntyre 

Mark  Holcombe  Tom  Norwick 

David  Gaskin  Shirley  Wygant 

Clemens  Classen  Peter  Johnson 


BJ Droubi 

Real  /  Jatc 
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Lively  Lady 
Helps  You 
Cook  Greek 

By  Phebe  Fletcher 

People  aren't  traveling  much  these 
days.  And  maybe  you're  not  either  But 
that's  nothing  to  drop  your  fork  over — 
unless  you're  like  Anastasia  Youvanop- 
oulis,  whose  Greek  grandmother  once 
told  her  when  a  fork  tell  out  of  her  hand. 
"That  means  company's  coming!" 

Company's  always  coming  to  Anas- 
tasia's  flat  on  24th  Street,  and  has  since 
1983.  when  she  set  up  an  informal  Greek 
cooking  school  in  her  home. 

"We  have  Sunday  afternoon  cooking 
parties,  or  a  spanakopi ta  night,  featuring 
the  making  of  spinach  pie;  calamari  night, 
including  how  to  prepare  the  squid;  mous- 
saka  night,  when  we  prepare  an  eggplant 
lamb  dish;  or  haklava  night,  when  after 
cooking,  people  sample  the  famous  pas- 
try. Whatever  people  want  to  learn,  we 
make  it  together,"  Anastasia  says. 

Anastasia,  whose  nickname  is 
"Shasha."  has  lived  in  Noe  Valley  for  10 
years.  She  has  a  warm,  sun-brown  face, 
sparkling  blue  eyes,  and  arms  and  fingers 
that  flow  as  she  talks — perhaps  from  her 
years  as  a  Middle-Eastern  dancer. 

"I  want  to  make  Greek  cooking  acces- 
sible to  anyone,"  says  Anastasia,  whose 
cooking  skills  are  backed  by  a  master's 
degree  in  education.  "Why  not  spend  my 
lime  at  what  I  do  best?"  And  so.  Anastasia 
teaches,  caters  and  fills  orders,  and  some- 
times even  volunteers  at  Family  Develop- 
ment Center,  where  she  used  to  work. 

Anastasia  learned  the  secrets  of  Greek 
cuisine  at  an  early  age.  in  the  warmth  of 
her  family  kitchen.  "My  grandmother 
came  from  Castoria  in  the  mountains  of 
Macedonia  to  New  York  with  her  family 
when  she  was  sixteen.  When  I  was  grow- 
ing up.  there  were  eleven  of  us  together 
in  our  extended  family,  including  my 
grandparents,  and  my  aunt  and  uncle." 

One  of  her  earliest  memories  is  of  her 
grandmother  teaching  her  to  bring  out  the 
guest  tray  of  spoon  sweets  called  gli- 
kisma.  followed  by  a  tall  glass  of  water. 

"At  first  we  made  koulouria  [cookies). 
On  Sunday  afternoons  my  two  sisters  and 
1  had  Greek  tutoring,  and  we  practiced 
our  phrases  with  the  sweets  tray."  which 
was  filled  with  sugar-preserved  fruits 
like  watermelon,  grapefruit  and  quince. 

But  "tasting  and  sampling  is  the  better 
teacher."  according  to  Anastasia.  whose 
classes  are  designed  to  prove  the  rule. 
She  now  focuses  on  main  dishes  and 
mezedakia,  which  means  "something  to 
whet  the  appetite." 

Like  her  classes.  Anastasia's  new  cat- 
ering business  has  been  gathering 
samplers  and  fans.  "Some  people  who 
called  me  were  having  a  party  for  friends 
who  were  going  to  Europe,  and  I  offered 
to  cater  the  going-away  party  with  some 
tiropites"     which     are     hot  Greek 


-i 


Anastasia  Youvanopoulis  mixes  a  lot  of  enthusiasm  into  the  Greek  goodies  she  <  oncocts  in  her  24th  Street  flat.  Her  culinary  prowess  can  he 
sampled  in  her  cooking  classes  and  at  a  number  of  local  outlets,  including  Nuccio's  Deli  on  Diamond  Street .      PHOTO  BY  JOEL  ABRAMSON 


mezedaktu  (appetizers)  with  three  types 
of  cheeses  in  the  filling  and  flaky,  filo 
pastry.  Everyone  loved  them." 

This  reporter  found  that  the  nut  flavor 
shone  through  in  Anastasia's  all-honey 
baklava,  a  pastry  to  which  other  cooks 
add  sugar,  she  says.  Though  she  teaches 
its  preparation,  "The  truth  is.  I  don't 
even  eat  baklava.  I  want  to  be  able  to 
( belly  J  dance!" 

You  can  find  Anastasia's  baklava  at  the 
Nuccio  Deli  at  649  Diamond  St.,  a 
couple  blocks  north  of  24th.  There  you 
can  also  try  her dolmathes  (stuffed  grape 
leaves),  or  warmed  croustade,  a  mound 
of  round  filo  dough  piled  high  with 
spinach,  feta  cheese,  green  onions  and 
seasonings  before  being  cooked  down  to 
mouth-size  height. 

Holiday  specialties  that  Shasha  offers 
this  year  are  cranberry  bread  and 
pumpkin  pie  made  with  fresh-steamed 
pumpkin,  honey,  and  graham-cracker 
butter  crust.  "I  just  love  to  work  with 
fresh  food." 

If  you  like  fresh  healthy  foods,  too. 
then  Greek  cooking  will  probably  suit 
your  taste  buds.  "The  Greeks  don't  eat  a 
lot  of  meat;  the  land  can't  support  it." 
Sa>  s  Shasha.  There  are  small  amounts  of 
meat  in  the  stews  and  casseroles,  but 
Greeks  reserve  their  roast  lamb  for  holi- 
days. Olive  oil  is  unsaturated,  and 
doesn't  affect  cholesterol  levels,  accord- 
ing to  Laurel's  Kitchen,  the  natural  foods 
handbook  Greek  dishes  abound  with 
fresh  fish.  Greek  herbs  full  of  minerals, 
and    vegetables,    such    as  zucchini. 


spinach,  and  yellow  squash.  According 
to  Anastasia,  you'll  almost  never  find 
acidic  tomato  and  lemon  used  in  the 
same  dish.  "They  don't  seem  to  keep  as 
well  together." 

But  what  many  people — even  world 
travelers — may  not  realize  is  that  this 
Greek  "health  food"  has  ancient  roots, 
and  some  well-known  elements  of 
French  cuisine  actually  originated  in 
Greece.  Take  the  seafood  dish  bouil- 
labaisse, for  example,  created  by  Greek 
inhabitants  in  Marseilles;  compare  reci- 
pes and  you'll  find  many  similarities  be- 
tween the  French  and  classic  Greek  ver- 
sions of  this  fish  soup. 

Greek  writers  as  early  as  200  A  D. 
refer  in  great  detail  to  dishes  with 
mayoneza  or  mayonnaise.  and 
bechamel,  or  white  sauce,  invented  by 
Orion  the  Greek  The  Greek  avgolemono, 
or  sour  sauce,  strongly  resembles  the 
egg-and-lemon  hollandaise 


Putting  together  a  Greek  catering  busi- 
ness from  scratch  has  been  no  honey- 
moon for  Anastasia,  but  she  knows  "this 
work  will  come  out  right.  Listen  to  this 
music,  the  | Greek |  words  are  'If  you  act 
with  love  in  your  heart,  it  will  be  well 
with  you.' 

"When  I  cook,  it's  like  a  meditation, 
an  active  one.  Like  today,  it's  my  birth- 
day," she  said,  patting  a  damp  towel  on  a 
drying  stack  of  filo  dough.  "I'm  doing  a 
cooking  demonstration,  I  have  shopping 
to  do,  orders  to  make  and  deliver,  a  flyer 
to  work  on,  and  I  have  to  look  nice.  So  I 
put  music  on  and  I  dance.  While  I  cook. 
I  start  moving  to  the  music  which  gives 
me  the  mood  |she  was  already  sway- 
ing! •    because  life  is  fun!" 

If  you'd  like  to  sample  Anastasia's  de- 
licacies and  make  them  yourself,  call 
826-5886.  Once  you  learn  the  art  of 
Greek-style  cooking,  you  can  drop  a 
fork  whenever  you  like.  Then,  invite 
your  friends. 


Voted  #1  Bagel  in  Bay  Area  by  San  Francisco  Magazine  and  KYA  FM. 

Fancy  Bakery,  Bagel  Factory, 
Restaurant  and  Deli 
Custom  catering  is  our  specialty 


'only  the  best' 


^  Fresh  Breads  Baked  Daily! 


3872A  24th  St.  647-3334 

24  W.  Portal  Ave.  759-0609 

1206  Masonic  at  Haight  626-9111 

Now  at  321 8  Fillmore  922-1955 


YOU  ARE  CORDIALLY  INVITED  TO  ATTEND 

SAN  FRANCISCO  FIBER  &  OLD  SEARS  BUILDING 

OPEN  STUDIO  &  HOLIDAY  SALE 

SATURDAY  DECEMBER  6  and  SUNDAY  DECEMBER  7,  1986 
12  NOON  to  5:00  PM 


Beth  Abrams  •  Dane*  '  Fiee  Sunday  Classes 
Stretch  Aerobes  12  2pm 
Happy  Feel  Oance  lot  Kids  2  8  2  30-4pm 
Class  10'  Physically  Challenged  Kids  3-12  4  5pm 

Susan  Beatdsley  •  Rugs 

Karen  Davidson  •  Paper  Sculpture 

de  Tlenne  Associates  •  Architecture  &  Engineering 

Darrell  de  Tienne  •  Collage  a  Industrial  Desrgn 

Carmen  Dillon  •  Handpamted  Textiles 

Kathleen  Doyle  A 

J  Thomas  Reardon  •  Jewelry 

Flying  Colors  •  Ceramc  Jewelry 

Wm  P.  Geeljens  •  Painting  &  Drawing 


Patrick  T  Gaughan  ■  Sculpture.  Painting  &  Drawing 
Henneg/ Jackson  •  Photography 
Joyce  E/lel  Hulbefl  •  Pclorial  Tapestry 
Tom  Neaa  •  Hardwood  Sculpture  &  Knrves 
NewTrfee  ■  SaodlePae* 

Sen  Francisco  Fiber  •  KnrningrWsaving/Spinncng/BasVolry 

Shelly  Schroeoer  •  Jewelry 

Ellen  Schwartz  •  Handwoven  Ctolhmg 

G  M  Shepatln  •  Handwoven  Clothing 

J.  W.  Song  •  Handkni  Sweaters 

Janice  Sullivan  ■  Handwoven  Wallpieces  4  Scarves 

Cell*  Thompaon-Taupln  •  Pastels 

Bruce  Weinberg  ■  Prints 


3435  ARMY  STREET      SAN  FRANCISCO 


O 


f 


cQ/tro  neor  25th     2829  69  7 
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CLOSING  SALE 

50%  and  More  Off! 

Contemporary  Home  Furnishings 
1 303  Castro  at  24th  St.  285-2599 


RE-DISCOVERED 
FURNISHINGS,  CLOTHING  & 
ACCESSORIES 

NOW  OPEN  Tuesday  -  Saturday 
1  lam  -  7pm 


535  Valencia  Street  San  Francisco,  CA  94110  (between  16th  &  17th  Streets] 

415/  621-7116 


Walk  to  My  Noe  Valley  Office! 

Susan  R.  Sheldon  D.D.S 

•  Dentistry  for  Children  and  Adults  • 


Open  Saturdays 


285-2946 


4162  24th  St. 


San  Francisco 


Holiday  Sale  ^ 

SEAN'S  ANTIQUES 

2501  Irving  St.  (corner  26th  Ave.) 

20%  Discount 
Entire  Stock 

Quality  Used  Furniture,  Paintings,  Rugs,  Mirrors, 
Clocks  and  Many  More  Collectables 

Open  7  Days  •  VISA  •  M/C  •  Easy  Parking 

Sale  ends  Dec.  31,  1986 

Estates  purchased — item  or  entire  estate 
731-0758  731-2717 


c]o(Qvef~ 

booksellers 

The  Merriest  of  Season's  Readings 
from  Cover  to  Cover  Booksellers 
Noe  Valley's  Full  Service  Bookstore 

3910  Twenty  Fourth  Street  near  Sanchez 
San  Francisco  94114  -  (415)  282-8080 

Monday  thru  Saturday  10  AM  -  9  PM 
Sunday  11  AM -6  PM 


VISIT  THE  TRAVEL  PROFESSIONALS  AT 


GLOBAL 

TRAVEL 

TOO 


We  can  give  you  instant  tickets  at  the  lowest  possible 
fares  with  our  new  computer  reservation  service. 

Ask  Us  About  Holiday  Travel. 


Haight 

1697  Haight  St  (at  Cole) 
M-F9-6  Sat  10-4 
431-6204 


Noe  Valley 

4005  24th  St 
M-F9-6  Sat  10-4 
647-4304 

NO  FEE 


Russian  Hill 

2230  Polk  St.  (at  Vallejo) 
M-F9-6  Sat  10-4 
776-5300 


AIRLINES  •  AMTRAK  •  HOTELS 
TOURS  •  CRUISES  •  EURAILPASS 


AEROBICS 


 111 


Aerobics  that  Make  a  Difference! 


Mission 

Mission  Community 
Recreation  Center 

2450  Harrison  Street 
blwn  20th  and  2 1st 
Mon/Tue/Thur      6  15  PM 
Sat  10  15  AM 


Please  wear  shoes  and 
bring  a  mat  or  towel 


Upper  Noe 

Upper  Noe  Rec.  Center 
Day  and  Sanchez  at  30th 
Mon/Wed/Fn       6  00  PM 


Angela  House 

(415)  282-3577 


I   I   I   I   1  I 


1st  Class  free  with  this  ad 


1651  Polk 
(at  Clay) 
775-7577 

1414  Castro 
(at  25th  St 
550-7577 

Daily  10am-9pm 
Sunday  11am-6pm 


1! 


TUE  ♦  WED  •  THUR 

(Rent  2  Tapes  For  The  Price  Of  1! 
Some  exceptions  apply) 

Many  Titles  As  Low  As  99c 

•  Feature  Films  $1.99 

•  New  Releases  $2.99 

•  X-Rated  $2.99 

•  New  X-Rated  $3.99 

•  Used  Tapes  From  $14.95 

•  Video  Players  $6.99 
Blank  Cassettes  •  No  Membership  Fee 
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Spiffy  Strays  and  a  Dunked  Director 


Every  dog  had  his  or  her  day  last  October  when  the  SPC A  held  its  Adopt-a-Stray  fete 
at  Justin  Hermann  Plaza,  at  the  foot  of  Market  Street.  And  Voice  photographer  Mariella 
Poli  was  there  too,  bright-eyed  and  bushy-tailed.  Strays  from  the  SPCA's  shelter  on 
16th  Street  (such  as  3'/2-month-old  Neptune,  who  poses  below  with  handler  Barbara 
Makris)  found  a  role  model  in  Channel  5's  Muttley,  shown  at  right  and  below  center 
with  TV  co-star  Mac.  A  12-dog  Doberman  Drill  Team  dashed  yelping  over  barrels  and 
through  chutes  (below  right).  And  Susan  Heit,  who  operates  her  company,  Splash 
Down,  out  of  her  25th  Street  home,  offered  spectators  a  chance  to  douse  SPCA 
President  Richard  Avencmo  in  her  portable  dunk  tank  (bottom,  left). 


Photos  by 
Mariella  Poli 
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Our  Emergency  Roomis  open  365  days  a  year 
because  you  never  know  when  you  might  need  help. 


Make  that  24  hours  a  day  365  days  a 
year  And  that's  good  to  know  because 
St.  Luke's  is  close  by,  right  in  the 
neighborhood 

We're  here  for  all  your  medical 
needs  Cuts,  bruises,  aches  and 
pains.  And  those  times  when  your 
children  wake  up  sick  in  the  middle 
of  the  night 

And  to  make  using  St.  Luke's 
emergency  care  easier,  we'd  like  you 
to  have  our  new  Prompt'Care  card. 
It  can  help  you  by  simplifying  regis- 
tration. Because,  once  you  have 
applied,  we'll  have  important  infor- 
mation already  on  file. 

To  receive  your  free  PromptlCare 


package,  simply  send  us  the  coupon 
below. 

And  the  next  time  you  need  help, 
remember  St.  Luke's  emergency  care 
is  in  the  neighborhood  Just  one 
mile  west  of  101  on  Army  at  Valencia. 

St.  Luke's  Hospital  3555  Army 
Street.  San  Francisco,  CA  94110. 
(415)  641-6533  Marketing  Dept. 


^  HOSPITAL 
People  Helping  People. 


r 


Please  send  more  information  on 
St  Luke's  Hospital  PromptlCare  card. 


1 


Name 


Address 


City 


State 


Zip 


Phone 

Mail  to  St  Luke's  Hospital,  3555  Army 
Street,  San  Francisco.  CA  94110 


L 


Attn  Marketing  Dept. 


'J 


Two  beautiful  ways  to  make  the  season  bright. 


Send  the  FTD®  Candlelight™  Bouquet. 
Or  the  FTD  Holiday  Cheer n'  Bouquet. 

Call  or  visit  us  today. 


Visit  our  new  Nob  Hill  store 
at  968  Bush  (at  Taylor) 
and  enjoy  Free  Parking 


824-3233 
4080  24th  St.  (Noe) 


D.  H.  Lawrence 

Stanley  felt  unhappy: 
life  has  no  meaning. 
He  looked  frightened. 
We  tried  to  cheer  him  up 
in  our  various  ways,  some 
agreeing  with  him,  others 
predicting  he  was  wrong. 

Stanley  left  for  home 

but  stopped  at  Fifes, 

a  gay  resort.  In  the  course 

of  our  evening  he'd  had 

some  grass  and  three  beers 

and  now  he  ordered  another, 

then  another 

Any  man,  any  man  floated  over 
on  the  slightest  inclination 
of  Stanley's  head — 
then  the  Groundskeeper 
Stanley  admired  his  spirit 
and  he  spent  the  night 
in  the  Groundskeeper's  cabin 
with  its  cot,  its  cat 
and  herb  garden. 

Next  morning  I  met  Stanley 
for  breakfast.  He  related 
the  story  and  added  that 
he  felt  a  lot  better. 
He  looked  better. 

When  we  were  convincing 

Stanley,  Giuliano,  Stanley's 

lover,  suggested  love. 

We  all  thought  love,  like  metaphor. 

was  a  temporary  measure, 

but  we  all  would  have  voted 

for  the  Groundskeeper 

— Robert  Gluck 


Government 

To  choose  a  profession  each  adult  must  afford 
the  government  a  piece  of  his  parent's  body, 
the  piece  depending  on  the  profession.  A  male 
gives  from  his  mother's  or  grandmother's  body, 
a  female  gives  from  her  father's  or  grandfather's. 
For  instance,  if  a  man  wants  to  be  a  lawyer  he 
furnishes  the  eye-teeth  of  his  mother  or  grand- 
mother. The  man  or  woman  must  yield  a  more 
substantial  section  for  employment  less  bene- 
ficial to  the  community,  an  example  of  government 
channeling.  The  woman  who  decides  to  be 
indigent  must  part  with  her  father's  legs. 

Fashion  responded,  the  flat-chested  look, 
designers  and  movie  stars.  Style  conscious 
parents  sever  their  breasts  to  show  baby  will 
be  a  doctor  A  considerable  number  did  this 
never  supposing  the  details  of  the  body- 
assignment  law  would  change  When  they  did 
change,  people  had  their  first  inkling  that  the 
government  was  against  them 

— Robert  Gluck 


1699  SANCMM 


'STORE/9-**  ^94.3. 


GAOUM  51  out 

WHICH  DEPENDS  ON 
THE  SUPPORT  of  THE  COMMUNITY 


we  offer  con|emal  atmos 
£ood  prices 


of  foci 


§ood  selection 

in  bulk 
whole  6raln  foods,  flours 
nuts,  oils,  produce 
larde  variety  of  cheeses 
coffees,  teas,  herbs,  spices> 
and  staple  household  items 

WE  ACCEPT  FOOD  STAMPS  AND  OFFER  lO% 
DISCOUNT    FOR  SENIOR  CITIZENS. 
WE   ENCOURAC£    RECYCLING  BV  ASKING  VOU 
TO  BRING    YOUR  OUN  CONTAINER  U*D  BAGS. 
OPEN  •-  MOW  TO  SAT.  lO-»7     SUN  IO— •  3 
EASV    PARKING..      COME   SHE  U5./S> 
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Noe  Valley  Poetry 


FIVE  OF  DISKS 

ANT 

All  chat  summer  1  dreamt 

The  dead  ant 

about  apartment  hunting  and 

on  the  rim 

typing  reports.  I*d  wake  up 

of  the  clear 

tired  Late  one  night 

piaollL  UdUV 

1  sat  on  the  couch  of  a  poet 

shampoo  bottle 

who  wore  a  turquoise  scarf 

illumined 

unri  mlfi  hpr  ahnnr  rhp  Hrpam^ 

in  i  \r\\/p*  1  v 

in  which  1  died   She  said 

glowing  amber 

that's  very  interesting, 

by  the  morning 

then  added  I'm  really  tired, 

sun  rhrmioh  rhp 

1  need  to  get  some  rest 

frosted  window 

But  she  kept  asking  questions 

has  now  lost  the 

Then  she  read  the  Tarot  cards 

articulation 

First  1  asked  about  romance  with 

of  details — head, 

another  woman  and  drew  the  five 

legs,  ruptured 

of  disks — an  old  crone 

abdomen — that 

kneading  bread.  That  means 

first  attracted  my 

lots  of  hard  work,  she  explained. 

eye  weeks  ago. 

Then  1  asked  about  my  new  job 

— Larry  Beresford 

and  picked  the  lovers.  She  said 

that's  very  interesting. 

i  A 

1  1 H^^'sK&S^Wfc 

— Larry  Beresford 


{JairifXale  friends 


FACTORY  OUTLET    up  to 
75%  OFF  kid's  clothes  ^F 

SATURDAYS  'til  Christmas ,  lO  -  3  pm 

DECEMBER  6,13  &  20       SIZCS:  12mOS.~4 

440  Arkansas  St.  -  on  Potrcro  Hill  648-8194 


Peeka-bootique 


Like-new  clothes, 
etc.,  tor children. 

Cash  or  credit  for 
clothes  (sizes  0-6), 
)  equipment,  toys. 

641-6192 

In  Noe  Valley  Courtyard  Mall.  391 SB  24th  St .  San  Francisco 
Monday,  Wednesday,  Fnday,  and  Saturday  1030am-6pm 
>  Tuesday  and  Thursday:  I0:30am-7pm  •  Sunday  NoonSpm 


A  Friendly  Place  featuring  Fine 
Spirits  in  a  Warm  Atmosphere 

Open  6  am  to  2  am 
Corner  Twenty-fourth  and  Church  Streets 


private  Mail  Boxes 


Convenience 

PrintMasters  Private  Mail  Boxes  offer 
you  the  convenience  of: 

■  A  street  address  and  a  Suite  Number 

■  Deliveries  accepted  from  Couriers,  UPS 

■  Larger  Packages  accepted 

■  Access  7  Days  a  Week 

■  Access  in  Noe  Valley 

■  Privacy 

For  Rental  information 
and  rates,  Call  or  Stop  by 


Business  Cards 
fn  24  Hours! 


•  Black  ink  only 

•  In  By  11  A.M. 

•  Out  Next  Day 


PRINTMASTERS 

ALSO  HAS: 

•  Mailing  Services 

•  Shipping  Services 

•  Packaging  Services 


•  Printing 

•  Office  Samples 

•  Greeting  Cards 

•  Photo  Copies 


401 7  24th  St.  821-3245 


Store  Hours:  M-F   9  -  6  Sat  10-6  Sun  11-3 
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Yerba  Buena  Deli  &  Cafe 


1 


5 


3998  Army 
(at  Sanchez) 
641-0332 


Now  Serving 
Entrees  for  here 
or  to  go 
Beer  and  Wine 
New  lunch  menu 

Open  11  am-7:30  pm 
Mon-Sat 

Closed  Sunday 


WE  TAKE  MORE  TIME 
AND  CUT  YOUR  HAIR 
....JUST  RIGHT! 


TANS! 


Now  we  will  tan  you,  too. 
15  minute  tan  for  $2.50 
30  minutes  for  $5. 
Free  15  minute  tan  with  any  hair  service, 
with  this  ad.  Expires  2/1/87. 

HppyHSHEAR  DELIGHT 


41 55- A  24th  St.  285-4243 


Between  Castro  &  Diamond 


Hamed  Shahamiri 
826-6515 


"I'll  sell  your 
property  as  if  it 
were  my  own/' 

•  Free  appraisal 

•  Best  possible  exposure 

•  Professional  marketing 

•  Conscientious  sales  service 

•  Personalized  relocation  service 

•  Property  management 


Century  21  Metropolis  Real  Estate  •  661-1777 


Lunch  and  Dinner 


Open  from  11 :30  am  daily  •  7  days  a  week 
3881  24th  Street,  San  Francisco 

PIZZA  RESTAURANT. 


PASTA 
VEAL 
CHICKEN 
STEAK 
SEAFOOD 


RISTORANTE 

ITALIAN  CUISINE 

( )|)t  ii  M'vcn  A\\\  s 

SERVING  Ll'NCH  Monday  thru  Friday 
BRUNCH  on  Saturday  and  Sunday 

OUTDOOR  PATIO  DINING  •  PRIVATE  ROOMS  FOR  PARTIES 

NOW  AT  TWO  LOCATIONS  IN  NOE  VALLEY 

1136  24TH  STREET  •821-6005  and  -1100  24TH  STREET  •  821-1515 
SAN    FRANCISCO  'Mill 


UPERW? 

GUIDE  COMPANY 


Day  of  Discovery 

Napa  •  Sonoma 
Wine  Seminar 


Tour  smaller  premium  wineries... 
Sensory  tasting  •  Cogenial  small  groups 
Knowledgable  guide  •  Experienced  driver 
Meet  winemakers  •  Singles  welcome 
Group  Rates  CALL 

550-1352 

Taste  all  you  want! 
No  drilling  worries! 
$35  per  person 
$  5  off  Noe  Valley  area  pickup 
$10  off  stand-by 


Rent  one  and  get  a  second  movie  free! 
Offer  good  on  <  vQ$\f®) 

Wednesdays 


3903  24th  St 

Monday  &  Tuesday 
2  movies  for  $4.00 
Wednesday  Special 
Rent  one,  get  one  free 
Rent  any  movie 
for  $1.88  with 


647-0310/1 

Collect  a  coupon 
worth  50c  with  each 
$2.75  movie  rental. 
Collect  five  and  get 
One  Free  Movie  Rental! 
(We'll  cover  the  quarter.) 


special  card. 

Open  Mon.  -  Sat  11  a.m.  -  9  p.m. 
Sunday  12  noon-8  p.m. 


*     St.  Clair's  ❖ 
Liquor  Store 

3900  24th  St.  (corner  of  Sanchez) 

We  Stock  Over  300  Different 
California  and  Imported  Wines 

. . .  from  excellent 
table  wines  to 
outstanding  varietals. 

Complement  your  favorite 
food  with  that  special  wine! 

♦>     Come  by  and  compare  ♦> 
our  wine  selection. 
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Work  Going  Swimmingly 
for  Noe  Valley  Sports  Owner 


By  Lisa  Hoffman 

Noe  Valley  Sports  could  have  become 
an  athletic  Mrs.  Field's  or  Walgreen's 
when  it  was  put  up  for  sale  by  owners 
Anne  and  Alger  Boyer  last  year.  But  be- 
cause of  the  Beyers'  determination  not 
to  sell  to  a  conglomerate,  the  store  re- 
mained a  neighborhood  fixture. 

Jack  Pekarek,  who  had  been  a  Noe 
Valley  Sports  employee  for  four  years, 
purchased  the  store  this  summer. 

"They  could  have  sold  it  to  a  Big  5  or 
an  Oshmann  v  says  Pekarek.  "But  they 
wanted  to  keep  it  local.  They  would  have 
sooner  closed  it  than  sell  it  to  mass 
merchants  " 

At  30.  after  10  years  in  the  sporting 
goods  business,  Pekarek  now  enjoys 
being  the  boss.  "Before,  I  just  did  sales. 
I  never  ordered.  I  didn't  have  the  control 
I  have  now  as  owner.  1  was  so  limited  in 
my  abilities  to  enhance  the  store." 

Pekarek  is  eager  to  tailor  the  store  to 
Noe  Valley's  unique  athletic  needs.  Shift- 
ing the  store's  focus  from  clothing  and 
accessories  to  basic  sports  equipment  is 
one  change  Pekarek  feels  will  benefit  the 
neighborhood. 


"You  have  to  have  some  fashion."  he 
admits,  "but  I  want  a  real  sporting  goods 
store  in  Noe  Valley.  I  want  a  store  where 
you  can  walk  in  and  buy  a  pair  of  cleats, 
where  you  have  bats,  not  just  batting 
gloves." 

So  far,  he  says,  reaction  to  the  new 
emphasis  has  been  positive.  But  Pekarek 
still  needs  "people  to  tell  me  what  they 
want  so  1  can  better  serve  them." 

Pekarek  says  long-time  residents  have 
been  especially  enthusiastic  about  his  ap- 
proach to  business  and  commitment  to 
the  neighborhood.  "Noe  Valley ites  who 
have  been  here  30-50  years  have  told 
me  so  much  about  what  it  used  to  be 
like. .  .  Their  parents  had  businesses  on 
the  streets,"  he  says.  "They're  glad  I'm 
here,  keeping  Noe  Valley  in  the  family." 

Like  many  residents.  Pakerek  is  very 
much  aware  of  how  rapidly  the  neighbor- 
hood is  changing,  with  small  merchants 
being  replaced  by  chain  stores. 

And  he  has  mixed  feelings  about  the 
new  influx  of  business.  "Some  could  en- 
hance Noe  Valley,"  he  says.  "But  let  's  face 
it,  7-11  couldn't  care  less  who  you  are." 

Pekarek  wants  to  maintain  Noe  Val- 
ley's "small-town"  image.  "I  grew  up  in 


Noe  Valley's  Oldest  Cheese  Store 

We  have  a  great  selection  of  over 350  imported  and  domestic  cheeses. 

10%  Off  for  Senior  Citizens 

3893  24th  St. 
(at  Sanchez)  821-6658 


Open  Mon-Fri  10  am-7  pm 
Sat  10-6  Sun  11-5 


PHOENIX 

BOOKS/RECORDS 
CASSETTES/COMICS/CDs 

3870  24th  Street  ♦  Noe  Valley 


Large  Selection 
of  Gift  Books 
at  Discount  Prices 


Take  the  J-Church  to  24th  Street 
821-3477 

10-9  Monday-Saturday  11-7  Sunday 


VISA' 


Home 

Veterinary 

Service 

Mark  D.  Rogers,  D.V.M. 
285-8255 


Practice  Limited  to  House  Calls 
Surgery  &  Hospital  Facilities  Available 


Jack  Pekarek  sometimes  blows  bubbles  from 
the  be  mil  in  from  of  Noe  Valley  SpOFtS.  Bui 
Pekarek.  as  the  store's  new  owner,  is  serious 

about  keeping  »/>  with  the  varjety  of  athletic 

equipment  and  out/it  s  thai  the  neighborhood 
demands      PHOTO  BY  TOM  WACHS 

a  small  town  in  southern  California,"  he 
says,  "where  one  sporting  goods  store 


had  all  the  advice,  equipment  and  infor- 
mation to  serve  the  community." 

He  gives  10  percent  discounts  to  Live 
Oak  School  and  the  Masters1  swim  team 
at  Garfield,  a  nearhy  public  pool,  and  ad- 
dresses the  needs  of  the  areas  many 
swimmers  by  offering  a  large  selection 
Of  bathing  suits  and  12  different  kinds  of 
goggles.  Team  sports,  particularly  soft- 
ball,  flourish  in  Noe  Valley,  and  Pekarek 
hopes  to  better  serve  them  after  the 
Christmas  season,  he  says. 

Until  then,  he  ll  continue  'working 
harder  than  I  ever  have  in  my  life.  I'm 
waking  up  with  my  head  full  of  great 
ideas  and  feel  like  I  don't  have  time  to  do 
anything  anymore — and  I  love  it." 

He  does,  however,  take  an  occasional 
break  from  the  decision-making,  indulg- 
ing in  the  zanier  side  Of  his  personality 
"When  you  see  me  blowing  bubbles  on 
the  bench  in  front  of  the  store  on  my 
lunch  hour,  you  know  I'm  taking  a  break 
from  life." 

And  after  the  break,  it's  back  to  work 
for  Jack  Pekarek,  because  "Noe  Valley 
Sports  has  only  just  begun."  □ 


Your  Noe  Valley  Realtors 

ZEPHYR 

WITH  35  AGENTS  TO  SERVE  YOU 

3841  24th  Street 

695-7707 

The  Only  Pub  on  Dolores  Street 

See  the  49er$  ami  Monday  Night  Football 
in  Giant  Cablevision — 8  x  10  ft.  Screen! 


1600  Dolores  St.  (at  the  corner  of  29th  and  Dolores)  550-9192 


Open 
for 

Lunch 
& 

Dinner 
Daily 


TIEN  FU 

BAR  &  CHINESE  CUISINE 


Bar  282-1440    11  am-2  am 
Restaurant  282-9502    11  am- 11  pm 


Happy 
Holidays! 
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Booklegger: 
A  Press  for 
Feminists 

By  Kit  Cameron 

The  publisher  of  EISA:  I  Come  with 
My  Songs  is  an  energetic,  cat-loving  Noe 
Valleyite  named  Celeste  West.  On  a  sunny 
hack  porch  overlooking  the  neighbors' 
urban  agriculture,  she  edits  and  produces 
a  growing  collection  of  books  through 
her  company,  Booklegger  Publishing. 

Booklegger  started  as  a  magazine  for 
librarians  that  reviewed  independent 
publishers  and  feminist  books  receiving 
short  shrift  trom  more  mainstream  publi- 
cations The  magazine  (a  collaborative 
effort  of  four  feminists)  was  itself  an  out- 
growth of  Synergy,  a  periodical  the  San 
Francisco  Public  Library  put  out  from 
1967  to  1974. 

"Those  were  the  hippie-dippie  crazy 
years*'  of  the  '60s,  recalls  West,  and 
Synergy  chronicled  reviews  of  books 
about  contemporary  issues — gay  libera- 
tion, feminism,  ethnic  struggle,  radical 
therapy — as  well  as  thoughtfully  re- 
searched essays  on  the  subjects. 

In  the  early  '70s  West  also  produced 
her  first  sell -published  book,  Revolting 
Librarians,  a  radical  manifesto  that  en- 
couraged libraries  to  offer  more  services 
for  low-income  users  ("switchboard  in- 
formation of  essential  services,  informa- 
tion not  easily  available  through  other 
city  agencies"). 


It  was  through  Synergy,  however,  that 
soon-to-be  independent  publisher  West 
met  Elsa  Gidlow.  The  lesbian  poet,  liv- 
ing in  the  back  woods  of  West  Marin, 
picked  up  the  library  publication  from 
her  local  bookmobile  and  wrote  West 
("using  a  fountain  pen  with  brown  ink"), 
enclosing  a  copy  of  her  poetry.  Moods  "I 
Eros.  A  subsequent  lunch  invitation  led 
to  a  15-year  friendship  and  collaborative 
partnership 

Booklegger.  meanwhile,  evolved 
from  a  serious  but  financially  doubtful 
periodical  into  an  independent  press  in 
I97S  via  its  last  issue.  "The  Passionate 
Perils  of  Publishing  "  The  "book-length 
magazine"  encouraged  those  with  some- 
thing to  say  to  not  only  say  it.  but  to  de- 
velop the  marketing  smarts  to  sell  it  to  a 
publisher  or  publish  independently. 

Two  feminist  filmmakers  took  that  ad- 
\  ice  and  came  to  West,  by  now  the  only 
survivor  of  Booklegger'^  financial  burn- 
out, with  an  idea  for  a  book  on  films  by 
women.  "I  still  get  orders  for  that  little 
publication,"  she  says,  "and  it's  so  out  of 
date  "  Women's  Films  in  Print,  like  Re- 
volting Librarians,  was  a  phenomenal 
success  because  "in  1978  there  was  no- 
thing like  it,"  says  West.  Th»  annotated 
guide  to  women's  movies  was  quickly 
followed  by  the  more  analytical  Positive 
Images,  a  guide  to  non-sexist  films  for 
young  people. 

Since  1978.  Booklegger  Publishing 
has  brought  out  six  books.  Meanwhile. 
West  has  supported  herself  through  free- 
lance editing  and  writing,  as  well  as  con- 
sulting with  would-be  self-publishers, 
and  plowed  all  of  Booklegger's  profits 
into    the    next    project.  Distribution 


Have  a  clean  and  happy 
holiday  season 


Laundry  Facilities  maintained  daily 
by  Jim  and  Dan,  owners  who  care! 

DROP  OFF  AND  PICK  UP 
M-F  5  pm-7  pm   Sat  11  am-1  pm 

Open  7  am  to  10  pm  daily 

Come  in  and  get  acquainted. 


especimv  foz  yow. 

From  the  Andes 
to  Noe  Valley 


Ml 


//IDEAL  FOR 


j  SAN  FRANCISCO 
'  WEATHER  sweaters 

1302CASTRO&  24th St. 

San  Francisco  C A  94114 

(415)  641  1830 


From  her  Noe  Valley  homeloffiee .  Celeste 
West  oversees  the  development  of  Book- 
legger Publishing,  whic  h  produees  books  of 
poetry,  prose  and  information  by  and  for 
women       PHOTO  BY  LAURA  WILENSKY 

through  Bookpeople,  in  the  West,  and  In- 
land, on  the  East  Coast,  enables  her  to 
spend  more  time  on  the  creative  aspects 
of  publishing  and  less  on  the  selling,  al- 
though, she  says,  "Word  of  mouth  is  the 
best  publicity." 

West's  friendship  with  Elsa  Gidlow 
encouraged  the  poet  to  republish  her 
Sapphic  Songs,  out  of  print  since  its  orig- 
inal publisher  folded.  Sapphic  Songs 
was  published  under  Gidlow's  im- 
primatur (Druid  Heights  Press),  with  all 
production  work  done  by  West.  Then,  in 
1984.  the  two  of  them  began  working  on 
Gidlow's  autobiography. 

ELSA:  I  Come  with  My  Songs  began 


;is  a  novel  about  Gidlow's  early  life,  and 
eventually  evolved  into  the  book  it  is 
today.  Because  of  the  author's  advanced 
age.  West  worried  that  the  book  wouldn't 
see  print  before  her  death.  "Elsa  joked 
about  the  ultimate  deadline."'  West  said. 
Their  choice  of  printer  was  based  on  a 
promise  of  a  speedily  produced  job. 
which  then  was  unaccountably  delayed. 
Finally,  in  the  spring  of  1986.  just  a  few 
months  before  Gidlow's  death,  the 
finished  book  saw  the  light  of  day. 

West  hopes  the  rights  to  Elsa  will  be 
picked  up  by  a  larger  publisher.  In  the 
meantime,  sales  have  been  brisk,  partly 
because  of  Gidlow's  worldwide  corres- 
pondence with  feminists  and  artists  and 
partly  because  of  her  much  heralded  ap- 
pearance in  the  film  The  Word  is  Out. 

Having  been  "up  to  my  ears  with 
Elsa"  since  1984,  West  is  eager  to  start 
her  next  project.  The  Lesbian  Almanac, 
a  compendium  of  "useless  and  useful  in- 
formation for  lesbians."  such  as  suggest- 
ing power  of  attorney  for  couples  living 
in  non-traditional  relationships.  She 
realizes  that  in  self-publishing,  as  in 
most  ventures.  "You  gotta  make  it  happen 
before  someone  else  moves  faster  than 
you  and  puts  out  the  same  product."  D 
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DELIVERY  &  PICKUP 


647-1664 


Enjoy  Italian  Dinners  In  Our  Dining  Room 
Veal  •  Chicken  •  Steaks  •  Seafood 
Beer*  Wine 

3898  24th  Street  (at  Sanchez)        San  Francisco 


□ 


WISHING  YOU  A 
JOYOUS  SEASON 


For  The  Holidays 
Come  In  and  Choose  From 

Our  Great  Selection  of  shoes,  socks, 
slippers  and  other  stocking  stuffers 


The  Wooden  Heel 


4071  -  24th  Street.  S  F 
824-9399 


Holiday  Hours      Mon.-Fri  (9-6) 
Sat  (9-5) 
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Review 


ELS  A:  Pioneer  Lesbian's  Odyssey 


ELSA :  I  Come  with  My  Songs 
Booklegger  Publishing 
555  29th  St. 

San  Francisco,  CA  94131 

Reviewed  by  Kil  Cameron 

Elsa  Gidlow — poet,  feminist,  radical 
and  lesbian — traveled  the  swift  course 
of  the  20th  century.  For  those  of  us  who 
never  had  a  chance  to  meet  her,  she  re- 
corded her  life  in  a  memoir,  ELSA:  I 
Come  with  My  Songs,  published  at  the 
time  of  her  death  earlier  this  year. 

Born  in  1898  to  poverty  and  hardship. 
Gidlow  nevertheless  educated  herself  by 
reading  anything  she  could  get  her  hands 
on.  As  a  teenager  in  Montreal,  while  at 


Poet  Elsa  Gidlow' s  88  years,  recorded  in 
her  recently  published  autobiography,  were 
filled  with  artistic  and  political  activity  that 
made  her  a  harbinger  of  modern  mores. 
PHOTO  BY  MARCELINA  MARTIN. 

the  first  of  a  series  of  mind-deadening 
clerical  jobs,  she  began  to  write  poetry 
and  decided  to  find  a  group  of  like- 
minded  artistic  folk.  She  placed  a  letter 
in  j  local  newspaper  inquiring,  under  a 
fictitious  name,  if  an  "artists'  group" 
existed.  The  following  week  she  an- 
swered the  ad,  this  time  using  her  own 
name,  and  announced  that  such  a  group 
was  forming. 

With  one  of  the  artists  who  joined  her 
weekly  soiree,  she  began  to  publish  her 
work  in  an  underground  periodical.  Lis 
Mouches  Fantastiques.  Besides  poetry, 
satire  and  essays  on  homosexuality  (a 
"questionable"  topic  for  "polite"  society 
of  that  period),  Les  Mouches  printed 
editorials  inveighing  against  the  first 
World  War.  The  homegrown  publication 
began  to  attract  a  small  but  loyal  core  of 
readers  in  Canada  and  the  United  States. 

An  intense  friendship  for  another 
young  woman,  although  unconsum- 
mated,  awakened  Gidlow  to  her  own  sex- 
uality, and  her  yearning  for  a  wider  liter- 
ary community  led  her  to  New  York, 
where  she  became  poetry  editor  of  Pear- 
sons magazine. 


In  New  York  she  met  the  woman  with 
whom  she  was  to  spend  the  next  13 
years:  Violet  "Tommy"  Anderson,  an 
aristocratic  Scottish  golfer.  Yearning  for 
some  wide-open  space,  Anderson  per- 
suaded Gidlow  to  join  her  on  a  voyage  to 
California,  where  they  settled  in  San 
Francisco.  Like  many  others  before  and 
since,  they  discovered  the  easygoing 
Bohemian  quality  which  allowed  them 
to  live  comfortably  and  openly  as  a 
couple. 

Gidlow  earned  an  often  precarious  liv- 
ing during  the  Depression  as  an  editor 
and  freelance  West  Coast  correspondent 
for  trade  magazines.  But  because  of  the 
frank  lesbian  nature  of  much  of  her 
poetry  ("the  stepchild  of  literature,"  she 
comments  ruefully),  she  was  unable  to 
garner  much  income  or  support  for  her 
art  outside  literary  circles  until  relatively 
late  in  life. 

Her  lover  Tommys  death  in  the  mid- 
'30s  left  Gidlow  alone  and  devastated. 
Characteristically,  she  threw  herself  into 
her  work  and  eventually  another  re- 
lationship, which  ended,  however,  after 
a  few  years. 

The  opening  of  the  Golden  Gate 
Bridge  1936  encouraged  her  to  buy  a 
small  tumble-down  house  in  Fairfax.  In 
the  winter  solstice  of  her  first  year  in  the 
newly  christened  "Madrona"  (named  for 
the  woods  surrounding  the  property). 
Gidlow  wrote  "Chains  of  Fires"  (re- 
printed here). 

A  grassroots  activist  in  a  rapidly  grow- 
ing community.  Gidlow  became  in- 
volved in  a  battle  to  replace  the  corrupt 
town  government  of  Fairfax  with  a  new 
slate  prepared  to  improve  roads  and 
create  better  town  services.  Such  activity 
in  the  timorous  late  '40s  and  '50s  was 
easily  labeled  "Communist."  and  Gid- 
low found  herself  branded  with  the  red 
tar  brush  which  destroyed  so  many  lives 
during  that  period. 

Undaunted,  she  continued  to  write 
and  live  as  she  had  always  done,  inde- 
pendent of  popular  opinion.  If  anything, 
her  feminism  was  deepened  by  the  con- 
troversy. 

I  saw  that  societ)  must  be  radically 
transformed,  not  for  any  one  group  or 
class,  but  for  all  of  us."  wrote  Gidlow. 
"At  different  times  we  groped  alone,  in 
small  groups  or  larger  ones  in  which 
men  dominated.  It  was  lonely  for  some 
of  us.  During  most  of  my  decades  there 
was  no  identifiable  women's  movement 
that  those  of  us  cherishing  our  vision  of 
what  society  ought  to  be  could  be  part 
of.  Women,  nevertheless,  were  asserting 
against  odds  our  right  to  live  self-directed 
lives  and  work  for  the  radical  transfor- 
mation of  society." 

A  chance  introduction  by  friends  from 
New  York  led  to  a  long  love  affair  with 


NOEBODY'S  INN 

"Where  Everyone  Goes" 

Happy  Holidays 

from 

Debby,  Jeff  and  Fred 
♦    ♦  ♦ 

Thank  you  Noe  Valley 
for  your  support  of  the 
Upper  24th  St.  Music  Festival 

4054  24th  Street  285-0674 


CHAINS  OF  FIRES 

Each  dawn,  kneeling  before  my  hearth. 

Placing  stick,  crossing  stick 

On  dry  eucalyptus  bark, 

Now  the  larger  boughs,  the  log 

(With  thanks  to  the  tree  for  its  life) 

Touching  the  match,  waiting  for  creeping  flame. 

I  know  myself  linked  by  chains  of  fires 

To  every  woman  who  has  kept  a  hearth. 

In  the  resinous  smoke 

I  smell  hut  and  castle  and  cave. 

Mansion  and  hovel, 

See  in  the  shifting  flame  my  mother 

And  grandmothers  out  over  the  world 

Time  through,  back  to  the  paleolithic 

In  rock  shelters  where  flint  struck  first  sparks 

(Sparks  aeons  later  alive  on  my  hearth). 

I  see  mothers,  grandmothers  back  to  beginnings. 

Huddled  beside  holes  in  the  earth 

Of  iglu,  tipi,  cabin. 

Guarding  the  magic  no  other  being  has  learned. 
Awed,  reverent,  before  the  sacred  fire 
Sharing  live  coals  with  the  tribe. 

For  no  one  owns  or  can  own  fire. 
It  lends  itself. 

Every  hearth-keeper  has  known  this. 
Hearth-less,  lighting  one  candle  in  the  dark 
We  know  it  today. 

Fire  lends  itself, 

Serving  our  life. 

Serving  fire. 
At  Winter  Solstice,  kindling  new  fire 
With  sparks  of  the  old 
From  black  coals  of  the  old. 
Seeing  them  glow  again, 
Shuddering  with  the  mystery. 
We  know  the  terror  of  rebirth. 


— Elsa  Gidlow 


Isabel  Quallo.  daughter  of  an  African 
woman  and  English  missionary.  As  Fair- 
fax became  increasingly  suburbanized. 
they  began  to  look  for  a  quieter  country 
home.  Miraculously,  they  found  it:  a 
five-acre  abandoned  farm  under  the 
brow  of  Mt.  Tamalpais.  With  a  pair  of 
partners.  Gidlow  bought  the  property, 
named  it  Druid  Heights  as  a  tribute  to 
Celtic  mythology,  and  moved  in  to  cele- 
brate the  summer  solstice  of  1954. 

The  '60s  flowered  at  Druid  Heights,  a 
retreat  for  artists  and  urban  refugees. 
One  of  the  earliest  underground  films;, 
"The  Bed,"  was  filmed  within  its  pre- 
cincts. Visitors  to  the  farm  included  pop 
guru  Alan  Watts,  avant-garde  composers 
Lou  Harrison  and  Harry  Partch.  COYOTE 
activist  Margo  St.  James,  poet  Gary 
Snyder  and  Esalen  pundit  David  Barr 
Encircled  by  eucalyptus  trees,  enshrouded 
by  summer  fog,  Druid  Heights  became  a 
rural  salon,  attracting  all  that  was  new 
and  adventurous  in  art  and  philosophy. 

Surrounded  by  friends  and  admiring 
colleagues.  Gidlow  continued  to  live  at 
Druid  Heights — writing,  lecturing  and 
gardening — until  her  death  in  June  this 
year.  By  this  time  she  had  become  a 
lodestar  for  feminists  and  lesbians. 

Accepting  an  honor  from  the  Southern 


California  Women  for  Understanding,  she 
said,  "It  is  hard  to  imagine  what  a  group 
such  as  yours  would  have  meant  to  me  in 
my  younger  struggling  years  when  there 
was  scant  affirmation  for  those  of  us  who 
were  outsiders,  who  did  not  conform  to 
roles  prescribed  by  society.  I  hope  you 
do  not  take  [his  support  for  granted,  but 
truly  appreciate  it.  At  the  same  time  I 
hope  that  you  will  not  see  it  as  separating 
you,  us,  from  women  generally  and  soci- 
ety as  a  whole.  Because  what  we  need  is 
not  to  be  special,  in  elite  enclaves,  but 
simply  to  live  as  another  sort  of  flower  in 
the  garden  of  humankind." 

I  am  neither  a  poet  nor  a  lesbian,  yet  I 
was  riveted  by  Elsa  Gidlow  \  story.  She 
provides  us  with  a  portrait  of  the  evolu- 
tion of  our  century,  seen  through  the  eyes 
of  an  unsentimental  lover.  Continually 
troubled  by  family  problems  and  never 
financially  well-off.  she  briskly  dismissed 
would-be  artists  and  writers  who  com- 
plained that  economic  hardship  pre- 
vented them  from  producing  their  art. 
She  never  permitted  herself  or  those 
around  her  the  luxury  of  bitterness  or  de- 
feat. A  student  of  Eastern  philosophy, 
she  communicated  her  deeply  felt  sense 
of  connection  v\  ith  all  life. 

I  feel  fortunate  to  have  made  her  ac- 
quaintance. D 
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Thanks  to  all 

our  customers  in 

Noe  Valley! 

Merry  Christmas 

and  best  wishes 

to  all! 
3961  Vi  24th  St.  SF 
415/282-6994 

(Downstairs  Opposite  Bell  Mkt.) 

Open  Daily 

Extended  Christmas  Hours 
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RestaurantSF 

San  Francisco's  Guide  S 
to  fine  fun  and  ^ 
fairly-priced  dining,  p 
Call  415/ 681-1448  1 
for  a  free  copy. 


ABBY  ABINANT1 

Attorney  at  Law 

A  sole  practitioner  emphasizing  powers  of  attorney;  wills;  agreements  to 
purchase  real  property;  agreements  to  purchase  and  manage  businesses; 
contracts;  small  business  advice;  adoptions;  relationship  agreements. 
Over  ten  years  experience  in  Indian  Law.  Civil  litigation  expertise 
in  all  above  areas  plus  employment  discrimination  and  labor  experience. 


J  Seafood,  Pasta  a 

Mediterranean ! 


and 

Mediterranean  Specialties 


4000  24th  Street       San  Francisco  824-8000 


3163  Mission  Street,  San  Francisco.  CA  94110  (415)  285-801C 


Dr.  Lana  S.  Sandahl 

Chiropractor 


3882  24th  Street 

San  Francisco.  CA  941 14 

Telephone:  4 15  648  4 100 


if  NoTime?  No  Money? 

TH€  CLOTH€S  COI#l€CTION 

San  Francisco 
Designer  clothing  at  a  fraction  of  the  original  price. 
Choose  from:     Esprit    Ellis  Picone  And 

Klein    Claiborne    Kamali  More 

Priced  from  $4-$40  All  nearly  NEW  All  current  designs 
Phone  for  your  appointment:  282-71 81   Bring  the  office! 


Famous  Nails 

—4 


Complete  Nail  Care 


Specializing  in 
•  Sculpture  Nail  •  Nail  Wrap 
French  Manicure  •  Nail  Design 


Monday-Sunday  9  am-8  pm 
3993A  24th  Street  (near  Noe  St.)  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
(415) 550-7948 

PLEASE  ASK  FOR  COUPON 


Invent  in  Exciting,  Growing  Companies  that  Contribute 
to  n  Healtln/,  Peaceful  unit  Productive  World. 

CALVERT  SOCIAL  INVESTMENT  FUND 

Alec  Paul  Thompson 
764-1939 

Thomas  F.  White  &  Co.  Inc. 
Investment  Securities 
1  Second  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94105 

Member:  KicificStock  Exchange,  NASD.  S1PC,  MSRB 


IUii  big  tried  ciil  u>c  others— 
spas,  aerobics,  etc  —  /  can 
truthfully  \a\  lazzeriiM>  has 

the  right  Idea  it  t  <i  funtasth 
approat  b  u>  physical  fitness 
with  positu  e  /«v<  h(jlof>ical 

effects  it  t  one  oj  the  best  things 
i  re  ever  done  /">■  myself 

Edison  Elementary 
22nd  &  Dolores 

First  Class  Free  with  this  Ad 
Tu./Thur. 

5:30  &  6:45  -V^  572-0746 


Always  &  Forever 


Vintage  Clothing 

Formal  Wear 
from  the  30's, 
40's,  and  50's. 

3789  24th  St. 
285-7174 


Shin  Care 
lor  the  20  s 

•  Deep  Pore  Cleansing  Facials 

•  Problem  Skin  Therapy 

•  Body  Waxing 

•  Make  Ups  with  Lessons 

•  Lash,  Brow  Tints  and 
Eyebrow  Arching 

•  Ear  Piercing 

Gift  Certificates  Available 
By  Appointment  Only 

285-4868 

Esthetician.  Patricia  Gerne 
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jyjORE   MOUTH g 

to  feed 


Joseph  Martin  Leoncavallo 

Papa  Rich  Leoncavallo  says  he  can't 
remember  how  life  was  before  his  new 
son,  Joseph  Martin,  came  along.  ""We 
went  to  a  concert  this  weekend,  and  get- 
ting up  to  call  the  babysitter  after  an  hour 
was  second  nature  to  me." 

Marilyn  Leoncavallo,  who  gave  birth 
to  7-pound.  15-ounce  Joseph  on 
April  25.  1986,  admits.  "It's  more  work 
than  going  to  work.  It's  an  eight-day,  36- 
hour-a-day  work  week.  But  Joseph  is  a 
really  happy  baby,  and  it  hasn't  been  too 
difficult.  It's  really  fulfilling  to  know  that 
someone  needs  you  a  lot." 

The  Leoncavallos,  who  are  engaged 
in  starting  a  graphic  design  agency,  have 
found  that  shared  parenting  has  helped 
them  adapt  more  easily  to  busy  schedules. 
Rich,  30.  who  comes  from  a  big  Italian 
family,  offers  this  advice  to  new  fathers: 
"It's  important  for  fathers  to  spend  a  lot 
of  time  with  their  kid.  too.  Get  the  wives 
out  of  the  house,  and  just  hang  out.  the 
two  of  you.  Have  a  bottle  in  your  hand  at 
all  times,  and  keep  a  daily  log  of  your 


baby's  activities.  They  only  grow  once, 
and  that's  it.  I'm  on  my  third  videotape!" 

Both  parents  want  more  children,  but 
for  now  are  content  to  watch  Joseph  as 
he  concentrates  on  fiddling  with  latches 
and  doorknobs — that  is,  when  he  isn't 
practicing  how  to  stand  up  in  his  crib. 
"He's  outgoing,  curious,  happy,  bright 
and  very  determined.  He  perseveres. 
When  he  wants  something,  he  wants  it." 
says  Marilyn.  31.  Rich  concurs,  adding 
(perhaps  a  bit  proudly?),  "He's  got  a  little 
of  that  Italian  temper." 

More  Mouth 
Weighed  More 

Ooops!  Patrick  August  Duggan,  who 
starred  in  last  month's  More  Mouths  col- 
umn, weighed  11  pounds,  3  ounces  at 
birth — not  9  pounds,  II  ounces,  as  re- 
ported. And  James,  his  father,  is  more 
than  a  mere  "construction  worker;"  he's 
the  project  manager  for  a  construction 
firm.  Sorry  to  underestimate  both  of 
you!  □ 


OUTIISIDI: 
PAPIER 


COMPANY 

See  our  fantastic  selection  of 

all  occasion  cards 
innovative  gift  wrap 
gifts  for  all  ages  and  every  budget. . 

...and  remember— everything  you 
need  for  the  Christmas  season 
is  just  around  the  corner 
at 

1303  CASTRO  STREET*  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94114 


OLORCRANE 

Holiday  I^elpers 


3 


(5ift  boxes  I 
Wrapping  paper  | 
children's 

3iRT  SUPPLIES 
and  more... 


J(Herry(£hristmas!  I 


OPEN  7  DAYS 


3957 -24th  Street 


285-1387 


Joseph  Martin  Leoncavallo,  shown  here  in  the  arms  of  mama  Marilyn  and  next  to  papa  Rich, 
is  early  becoming  the  good  little  guy  in  the  w  hite  hat  on  Hoffman  Avenue,  where  he  helped 
host  a  neighborhood  block  parly  last  month .  PHOTO  BY  IRENE  KANE. 


MORE  MOUTHS  TO  FEED  wants 
to  show  off  your  newest  family  member. 
If  you  have  a  new  baby  in  residence, 
please  send  your  announcement  to  the 
Noe  Valley  Voice.  Mo'  Mouths  Depart- 
ment. 1 02 1  Sanchez  St. ,  S.F  941 14.  Also 
include  your  phone  number,  so  we  can 
contact  you  to  arrange  for  the  family  por- 
trait. 


EVERYDAY  CAFE' 


Easy  Parking! 


1579  Sanchez  (at  29th.) 

648-3382  TUE  thru  SAT  11-8,  SUN  1/  6 

Open  for  Lunch  and  Dinner 
Sunday  Brunch  11-3 

ESPRESSO    PASTA  DISHES 
hot*  cold  GIANT  DELI  SANDWICHES 


GENUINE    DELI  SELECTION: 
Smoked  While  Fish.  Lox, 
Chopped  Liver,  Pickled  Herring, 
Array  ol  Homemade  Salads. 

HOMEMADE 
SOUPS 


$1  OFF!  (with  this  Coupon  and  S5-  Purchase  )~ 


I 
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Phone  282-1552 


New  under  new;  ownership' 


'zban  j  o4uto  Service 


An  Independent  Service  Station 


3865  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  94114 


Smog  inspection 
while  you  wait 


YESTERDAY'S  MAGIC  IS  TODAY'S  SCIENCE 


Telescopes 
Star  Charts 
Globes 
Solarifics 
Holographies 


Prismatics 
Fiber  Optics 
High  Tech  Jewelry 
Celestial  Music 
Healing  Crystals 


402fcA  24TH  STREFT  SAN  FRANCISCO  *ll 14  III  MI-MI 
-4\ BROADWAY  NEW  >OKk  ioooi  HJ  IU-7770 


REPRESSED? 


Although  depression  can  destroy 
relationships,  careers,  even  lives,  it 
can  be  treated. 

At  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  our  mental 
health  program  provides  individual, 
group,  and  family  therapy  for  those 
in  need. 

For  personal,  confidential  assistance, 
call  St.  Luke's  any  time  of  the  day  or 
night.  We're  here  to  help. 

821^9090 


H|  SI  LUKES 


Mental  Health  Program 
Army  at  Valencia 


Irene  Kane 


Wedding 
Photography 
821-7369 


Tap  Dance  Center 
★  THANK  YOU  ★ 

NOE  VALLEY  VOICE 

READERS 
FOR  MAKING  US  THE 
WORLD  CHAMPIONS 
IN 
1986 


Kids'  Designs 
Win  Awards 
At  Noe  Library 


By  Lisa  Hoffman 

It  you  need  reassurance  that  not  all 
children  spend  most  of  their  waking  hours 
glued  to  the  TV,  visit  the  Noe  Valley 
branch  of  the  S.F.  Public  Library  located 
at  45 1  Jersey  St.  There,  in  the  children's 
section,  you  will  see  dozens  of  book- 
mark designs  displayed  on  the  panels 
above  each  wall  of  books 

The  artwork  was  inspired  by  the  li- 
brary's fourth  annual  Bookmark  Design 
Contest,  coordinated  by  the  library's 
office  Of  children's  services.  The  theme 
this  year  was  "reach  for  a  book 

There  were  two  entry  categories.  Eve 
Galperin.  8.  won  in  the  6-9  age  group. 
The  ballerina-like  character  in  her  book- 
mark pirouettes  with  a  book  in  hand, 
while  a  star  above  encourages  us  to 
"reach  tor  a  book." 

Noel  Lewis,  II,  claimed  the  1 0—  1 3 
category  with  his  whimsical  entry.  A 
figure  sitting  behind  a  desk  piled  high 
with  books  says,  "Books  are  my  life." 
and  a  caption  reads.  "Study  bookology, 
you'll  love  it." 

All  entries  conveyed  heartwarming 
enthusiasm  for  reading  and  a  joyful  love 


These  designs  i<><>k  the  top  prizes  m  the  Noe 

Valley  Library's  annual  bookmark  t  onic\i 
The  bodkologist  (left)  is  the  creation  oj  Noel 
Lewis,  w  ho  won  in  the  older  kids'  Category, 
while  Eva  Galperin' s  ballerina  (right)  w  as 
judged  best  among  younger  kids'  entries. 

of  books.  Children's  Librarian  Debby 
Jeffery  says,  "The  winners  weren't  picked 
for  artistic  ability,  but  for  their  ideas." 

Judging  the  contest  were  Barbara 
Winer,  a  local  artist  and  teacher,  and  Rise 
Krag.  a  San  Francisco  artist  and  author. 

An  awards  party,  complete  with  circus 
entertainment,  honored  all  entrants  and 
introduced  the  winners  on  Nov.  22.  □ 


RGOMdUT  Rejig  and  IMVCTfieMTS 
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PROFESSIONAL  help  in 
selling,  buying  or  trading 


FREE  PROPERTY  EVALUATION 


GIVE  US  A  CALL!  821-6110 

1304  CASTRO  STREET  •  CORNER  24th 


6XPR6SSO 
CAPPUCCINO 
BEEP  WINE 

PIZZA 
SANDWICHES 

Open  Mon-Sat  at  4  p  m. 
Closed  Sundays 

994  Guerrero  at  22nd 
282-6789 


lor  the  look  of 
MARBLfc-  ♦  COPPER  ♦  SUEDE  ♦  STONE 
^=^^1  415/282-5297  ^Tr:.  ' 


It's  a  Wonderful  Day 

in  the  Neighborhood. 

Home  Improvement 
Specialists 


ZJ  M  ARTHUR 


PAINTING  interior  and  exterior 

REPAIRS  walls,  windows,  doors 

ETC  remodels,  lences  decks,  gardening 


(415)  285-4944 


DEPENDABLE  CONSCIENTIOUS  REFERENCES 


STREETLIGHT 


14081  2*2  1404 
OPEN  1 1  AM  OAIIY 
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The 
Grapefruit 

Man 

By  Bill  Yard 

guess  you'd  say  I'm  just 
lucky.  I  mean,  I  live  at  one 
end  of  the  J  line  and  I 
work  at  Pier  3,  so  I  always  get  a  seat, 
both  ways,  every  day,  a  window  seat 
no  less.  Sometimes  the  glass  is  so 
smeared  up,  you  can  hardly  see  out, 
but  like  during  that  big  storm  a 
couple  days  before  Christmas,  the 
rain  coming  down  in  sheets,  the 
smear  gives  a  prism  effect.  Made 
Church  Street  seem,  you  know . . . 
different. 

I'm  only  a  short  walk  from  the 
co-op  store  on  Sanchez,  and  I  got 
credit  from  the  Arabs  across  the 
street,  just  in  case.  And  I  got  a 
helluva  place,  really,  just  big  enough 
for  me  and  Mute,  with  a  window 
frozen  open  in  the  back,  wide 
enough  so  Mute  can  crawl  out  to 
poop  but  not  so  wide  the  boogey- 
man  can  crawl  in,  and  a  bay  window 
in  the  front  room  and . . .  well,  you 
get  the  picture.  I  can't  complain. 

I  used  to,  all  the  time,  not  that  it 
did  any  good.  At  one  point,  seems 
like  I  never  had  any  luck,  no  matter 
how  hard  I  tried.  I  couldn't  pay  for  it. 
Jobs,  girls,  cars,  places  to  stay — they 
all  broke  down  just  when  I  was 
getting  set.  Drop  my  guard,  and — 
wham!  Enough  to  make  a  man  start 
looking  over  his  shoulder 

This  went  on  for  a  while.  Then  a 
funny  thing  happened.  On  Christmas 
Eve.  no  less.  But  I'll  get  to  that.  First, 
I  want  to  explain  something. 

uthie  called  up  the  begin- 
ning of  December  and 
invited  me  over,  like 
always,  for  Christmas  Eve  dinner 
Same  thing  every  year.  She  and  Bud 
round  up  the  usual  suspects,  about  a 
dozen  of  us.  single  or  cut  off  from 
our  folks  or  kids.  A  beggar's  banquet. 
Bud  says.  I  can  see  him  twirling  his 
beard  and  whistling  through  his 
missing  tooth  as  he  stirs  the  soup, 
while  Ruthie  passes  around  the 
beers.  Very  nice,  actually.  Imagine 
the  windows  all  lit  up  and  steamy 
when  you're  at  their  door,  ringing 
the  bell.  It  was  something  to  look 
forward  to. 

So  I  picked  up  the  phone  and 
Ruthie  started  in  with  the  small  talk 
and  I'm  about  ready  to  give  my 
acceptance  speech  ("Sure.  Can  I 
bring  anything?")  when  instead  I  said, 
I  don't  know  why,  "Sorry,  honey.  No 
can  do,"  and  there's  a  pause,  and  she 
said,  "Where  you  going?  You  know, 
Bud's  got  the  drawing  for  the  cabin 
at  Berryessa.  He  was  hoping 
you'd — "  and  I  broke  in  and  said, 
"Ruthie,  I'm  staying  here.  Maybe 
next  year.  Give  your  old  man  a  hug 
for  me."  And  there's  another  pause. 
And  she  said,  "Okay,"  and  hung  up. 

I'm  standing  there  holding  the 
phone.  Mute  looked  up  at  me  from 
the  middle  of  the  rug,  rolled  over 
and  stretched. 

I  could  imagine  what  they'd  say, 
sitting  around  the  table.  Whoever's 
missing  will  catch  it.  My  ex  would  be 


We  1  c  o  m  e  to 
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there,  I  bet.  Last  year.  I  was  ringing 
their  bell,  looking  up  at  the  bright 
steamy  windows,  when  she  drove 
up  in  a  shiny  black  car  with  some 
guy.  They  got  out.  and  I  told  her  she 
looked  good,  which  she  did.  She 
smiled.  She  also  looked  like  she  was 
still  paying  for  the  car  The  guy  had  a 
"Bill  Me  Later"  look  about  him  too. 
Conversation  over  dinner  bore  this 
out.  They  left  early.  Before  they  left, 
the  guy  gave  me  his  card. 

I  remember  I  used  the  card,  later, 
waiting  for  the  24  back  to  Neo 
Valley,  to  pick  my  teeth. 

So  anyway,  I  hung  up  the  phone. 
Mute  stared  at  me.  No  matter  what 
you  said  or  what  you  did,  you'll  be 
second-guessed  by  everybody  from 
the  Pope  to  the  yellow-eyed  drunk 
on  the  next  stool. 

This  year,  I  thought,  I'll  stay  put. 
"Remind  me  to  go  to  the  store,"  I 
told  Mute. 

emember,  a  few  nights 
before  Christmas,  we  had 
that  terrible  storm?  Down 
at  work,  a  lot  of  the  guys  were 
taking  off.  going  to  Macy's  or  mass 
with  their  wives  and  such.  This  time 
of  year  everybody's  out  buying 
VCRs  or  booze  or  Jesus.  Not  me.  I'd 
rather  work  the  extra  shift.  I  don't 
need  the  money  but  it  passes  the 
time. 

I  must  have  caught  the  last  J  com- 
ing out  of  Embarcadero.  I  was  beat. 
What  with  the  wheels  clacking  and 
the  juice  humming  into  the  car.  I 
must've  dozed  off  just  as  we  pulled 
above  ground  at  Duboce.  I  sat  there 
in  the  back,  snoozing  with  my  head 
against  the  greasy  glass. 

Something  jarred  me  awake  and  I 
looked  out  the  window.  It  was  really 
coming  down  in  buckets.  I  looked 
out  and  it  was  so  dark,  and  I  couldn't 
figure  out  where  we  were.  For  a 
second  I  thought  I'd  got  on  the 
wrong  car.  Then  I  realized  we  were 
down  in  the  gulley  in  Dolores  Park, 
just  passing  under  the  bridge.  We 
came  up  out  of  the  gulley,  but  I  still 
couldn't  see  much  and  we  slowed  to 
a  stop  at  the  end  of  the  park,  at 
20th.  Then  I  noticed  something 
moving  in  the  rain. 

He  was  sitting  on  a  bench,  under  a 
tree  near  the  corner.  All  I  could 
make  out  were  his  hands  and  face, 
and  the  silhouette  of  his  body,  and  a 


gleaming  thing  in  one  hand  and 
something  yellow  in  the  other.  It  was 
a  grapefruit.  He  was  scraping  out 
half  a  grapefruit  and  eating  it  off  the 
end  of  a  knife.  On  a  bench  in  Dolores 
Park,  at  night,  in  the  pouring  rain. 
Picture  that.  I  started  to  laugh,  but  it 
caught  in  my  throat.  I  wished  I 
could ...  I  don't  know,  direct  him 
somewhere,  the  Salvation  Army  or 
something.  Of  course,  I'd  have  to 
get  off  the  streetcar  to  do  that. 

So  much  for  dozing  off.  The  J 
curled  around  the  bend  toward  Neo 
Valley,  and  what  with  the  rain  and 
the  greasy  glass,  the  lights  from 
everybody's  Christmas  trees  got  all 
jumbled  up,  like  cobwebs. 

I  couldn't  get  him  out  of  my  mind. 
He  was  out  there.  With  his  grape- 
fruit. 

he  sky  cleared  up  after 
that.  I'd  forgot  about  the 
|  storm.  Christmas  Eve  was 
cold  and  dry.  Real  cold.  I  took  a  walk 
up  24th,  looking  in  the  shops.  A  little 
kid  was  out  with  his  folks,  all  bundled 
up,  staring  at  his  breath  with  crossed 
eyes.  The  lights  in  the  shops  were  so 
bright,  they  hurt.  I  thought  I'd  get 
something  to  take  the  chill  off.  but  I 
thought  better  of  it.  By  then  I  was 
used  to  it,  and  it  was  awful  still.  I 
liked  that. 

I  stopped  by  the  Arabs,  who  are 
always  open,  and  picked  up  a  quart 
of  milk,  a  can  of  chili,  the  regular 
stuff,  and  a  can  of  tuna  for  Mute,  as 
a  treat.  Once  inside  my  place,  he 
greeted  me  at  the  door  and  followed 
me  into  the  kitchen.  When  I  picked 
up  the  can  opener  he  started  rubbing 
back  and  forth  across  my  legs  like  I 
was  the  Messiah. 

So  I  happened  to  glance  up  after 
I  dumped  the  tuna  into  his  bowl,  and 
I  looked  out  the  window.  Light 
streamed  out  the  kitchen  window. 
That's  when  I  saw  it  lying  on  the 
ground. 

Evidently  that  storm  from  a 
couple  days  before  had  pulled  the 
blue  spruce  in  the  back  yard  clean 
out  of  the  ground.  Didn't  surprise 
me:  it  wasn't  doing  so  good.  Years  of 
hard  rain  and  weak  dirt.  The  tree 
was  on  its  side,  framed  by  the  light 
from  the  kitchen  window.  It  didn't 
look  right  like  that,  and  it  gave  me 
the  idea. 

I  went  out  the  back  door  and 
grabbed  the  fallen  tree  by  its  top  and 
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dragged  it  to  the  house  and  through 
the  door  and  laid  it  out  in  the  middle 
of  the  floor.  I  got  my  crosscut  saw 
out  from  under  the  sink  and  went  to 
work,  squaring  off  the  break  and 
trimming  off  all  the  limbs  that  got 
screwed  up  when  it  fell.  Cleaned  it 
up  pretty  good. 

Then  I  went  out  back  again  and 
found  an  old  wood  crate  under  the 
porch.  I  tore  it  apart  and  made  an  X 
out  of  the  slats.  This  I  nailed  to  the 
bottom  of  the  tree.  Then  it  was  time 
to  give  it  a  go. 

Over  the  months,  for  some 
reason.  I'd  got  rid  of  most  of  my 
furniture.  Seems  I  was  always  moving 
stuff  around,  chasing  quarters  that 
rolled  under  to  hide.  Losing  money 
wasn't  really  why  I  dumped  all  my 
things,  though.  They  were  dis- 
tracting. 

I  dragged  the  tree  into  the  front, 
where  by  now  there  was  plenty  of 
room.  I  walked  around  it  with  my 
arms  crossed.  Then  I  said  to  Mute, 
who  watched  from  under  the  only 
chair  left,  "How  about  the  bay 
window?" 

I  lifted  it  up,  up,  up  and  I  thought 
for  a  minute  the  top  would  tickle 
the  ceiling,  but  I  had  inches  to  spare. 

I  stood  back,  adjusted  the  tree, 
stood  back  again,  then  set  about  to 
finish  the  job. 

I  found  some  popcorn,  popped  it, 
and  strung  it  together  with  needle 
and  thread.  This  I  wound  around  the 
tree  a  couple  of  times.  I  dug  the  pink 
section  out  of  the  trash,  cut  it  into 
strips,  taped  them  into  links  which  I 
chained  together,  and  draped  the 
whole  thing  like  a  belt  around  the 
tree.  Then  I  remembered  a  can  of 
tuckered-out  tennis  balls  I'd  been 
saving,  for  some  reason,  in  my  closet. 
I  found  some  paper  clips,  bent  them 
into  hooks,  stuck  them  into  the 
tennis  balls  and  hung  these  on  the 
tree. 

I  stepped  back  and  looked  at  my 
work.  It  was  still  missing  the  last 
thing. 

I  went  back  into  the  kitchen  and 
went  through  all  the  drawers,  but  I 
couldn't  find  any.  I  even  looked 
through  the  trash.  I  was  about  to 
give  up  when  I  decided  to  try  the 
fridge.  There  was  nothing  but  bottles 
and  jars  up  top. 

I  opened  the  produce  drawer.  I 
didn't  like  to  go  in  there.  Things 
from  before.  I  had  forgot.  It  wasn't 
somewhere  I  went  very  often.  I 
moved  things  around.  Then,  there  it 
was:  half  a  ball  of  tin  foil  in  the  corner 

I  took  it  out  and  opened  it  up. 
Inside  was  the  remains  of  something, 
yellowish  grey.  Must  be  some  kind  of 
fruit.  An  orange,  maybe. 

I  threw  that  away  and  washed  off 
the  foil  in  the  sink.  Then  I  went  back 
in  the  front  room.  I  set  the  chair 
next  to  the  tree,  sat  down  and 
fashioned  a  star  out  of  the  foil.  I 
climbed  up  on  the  chair  and  stuck 
the  star  on  top.  Finally  I  climbed 
down  and  backed  off. 

That's  when  I  noticed  the  smell  of 
pine.  It'd  just  been  a  couple  days, 
after  all,  since  the  tree  went  down. 
The  whole  house  smelled  of  it.  I 
closed  my  eyes  and  just  grinned. 
Then  I  looked  at  my  tree  again. 

Jeez,  she  sure  looked  good.  Mute 
came  over  and  sat  down.  He  looked 
up  at  the  visitor  □ 
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THE  TOP  OF 
24th  STREET 


Food 
to  Go 


Open  for 
Lunch  Mon-Fri 
12:00-2:30 


MEXICAN  RESTAURANT 


4166  24th  Street 

between  Castro  &  Diamond 


Open  Daily  for  Dinner 
5:30-10:30 


550-0808 


X  ThgflnimdComi 


Pets  for  your  enjoyment, 
Supplies  for  their  needs 

647-8755 

Easy  Parking  VISA  MasterCard 

4298  24th  Street  at  Douglass 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 


Taste  of  Honey 

Order  Your  Holiday 
Pies  Early! 

♦  Pumpkin  ♦  Sweel  Polalo  ♦  Pecan 
♦  Mince  ♦  Apple  Cranberry 
and  many  more 
♦  Available  wheal  tree, 
eggless  and  dairyless 
Made  with  the  finest  natural  ingredients, 
we  use  no  sugar  or  white  nour. 


Weekdays 
Weekends 


7:30  AM-10PM 
9  AM-10  PM 


751  Diamond  at  24^81 

San  Francisco  •  285-7979 


Students  and  then  friends  withered  at  James  Lick  Middle  School  on  Nov  15  and  22  to  make 
a  mural  on  the  theme  of  "Building  Our  World  Together  "  Sponsored  in  part  by  funds  from 
the  school  district's  "Consent  Decree"  program,  the  mural  project  typifies  Lick  's  new 

constructive  spun    photo  by  bevurly  THARP 


Noe  Valley's  Most  Popular 
Spanish  Seafood  Restaurant 


La  Ifoea' 


Featuring 
Paella  A  La  Valenciana 

Mariscada 
Seafood  Platter  La  Roca 
Sea  Bass,  Salmon  &  Abalone  Dinners 
Delicious  Clam  Chowder 
Succulent  Oysters  in  the  Shell 
Prawn  Salads 
Mussels  La  Roca 
and  other  delicacies 


Dinner  Tuesday-Sunday  from  5  pm 
Closed  Monday 

4288  24th  Street  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 

(at  Douglass)  Phone:  282-7780 


Serving  the  Only  Thai  Cuisine  in  Noe  Valley 

{j&h  h  {Thai  (nestauraat' 


1U 


Open  5-10  p.m.  Daily 


114 


821-4776 
4301  24th  (at  Douglass) 


WE  TAKE  MORE  TIME 
AND  CUT  YOUR  HAIR 
....JUST  RIGHT! 


SAVE 


$23.00  men  and  women's 
shampoo,  cut,  and  blow-dry 

for  only  $16.50 
Cut  and  Perm  regularly  $65,  now  $50. 
Offer  good  only  with  Guy  Thompson 

with  this  ad.  Expires  2/1  /87. 


HaPPy 


HO***8' 

SHEAR  DELIGHT 


4155-A  24th  St.  285-4243       Between  Castro  &  Diamond 
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and  now  for  the 

RUMORS 

behind  the  news 


By  Mdzook 

NOEVEMBER  NEWS:  The  holiday  sea- 
son started  off  with  a  big  bang  in  Down- 
town Noe  Valley.  At  exactly  12:01  a.m. 
Nov.  I  (Halloween  night),  the  telephone 
booth  on  24th  Street  next  to  the  Bell  Mar- 
ket parking  lot  exploded,  punctuating 
the  spooky  night  with  a  dramatic  trick  in 
what  had  largely  been  an  evening  of 
treats. 

The  blast  blew  the  phone  permanently 
out  of  order  and  sent  a  big  chunk  ol  the 
booth  sailing  across  the  sidewalk  into  the 
rear  window  of  a  parked  car.  It  was  shat- 
tered-glass-city. 

According  to  Inspector  Robert  Hulsey 
of  the  police  department's  bomb  squad. 


fl 


Most  Halloween  blow-outs  weren't  as 
dramatic  as  the  one  that  destroyed  this 
phone  booth  outside  Bell  Market. 
PHOTO  BY  CHARLES  KENNARD 

the  explosive  device  "appeared  to  have 
been  a  large  firecracker  about  six  inches 
long  and  one  inch  in  diameter."  Hulsey 
said  whoever  set  it  off  ("we  have  no  sus- 
pects") was  real  lucky  to  have  used  a 
long-burning  fuse:  "Had  the  person  had 
a  two-second  fuse,  they  would  have 
been  killed  or  seriously  injured." 


The  telephone  company  says  the 
popular  phone  will  be  replaced  soon, 
hopefully  with  a  booth  around  it 

s  a  s 

NOEVEMBER  VOTES:  Lots  of  local 
voters  chose  to  exercise  their  franchise 
and  went  to  the  polls  Nov.  4.  Long  lines 
were  seen  at  many  neighborhood  voting 
places.  The  weather  was  perfect.  Of  the 
15,594  registered  voters  in  Noe  Valley- 
Diamond  Heights  precincts.  12,027  cast 
ballots  (77  percent — not  bad). 

Selected  local  election  results  are 
listed  below  for  your  edification  and 
amusement. 


Governor 

George  Deukmejian 
Tom  Bradley 

U.S.  Senate 
Alan  Cranston 
Ed  Zschau 

State  Senate 

Quentin  Kopp 
Louis  Papan 

Supreme 

Rose  Bird 
Joseph  Grodin 
Cm/  Reynoso 


Court 

Yes 

8,009 
7,019 
7.084 


S.F.  Board  of  Supervisors 

Nancy  Walker 
Bill  Maher 
Richard  Hongisto 
Doris  Ward 
Pat  Norman 
Julie  Tang 
Wendy  Nelder 
Angela  Alioto 
William  Gee 


State  Propositions 

School  bonds 
Prison  bonds 
Clean  water 
English  official 
language 
LaRouche  AIDS 
quarantine 
Toxic  chemicals 


Yes 

7,724 
6.288 
9.593 


1,151 
8,710 


3.356 
7.865 


9,355 
2.118 


3.634 
3.849 


No 

3,179 
2.515 
2.584 

7,036 
6.032 
5.912 
5,043 
4.507 
4,332 
4,129 
2,773 
1.402 


No 

2.357 
3.943 
1.028 


5.250  5,630 


10.005 
1,988 


San  Francisco  Propositions 

Yes  No 

Bonds  to  expand 

Moscone  Center  6,292  4.177 

Open  space  funds 
for  after-school 

recreation  7.939  2,288 

Increase  in  retirement 
pay  for  former 

city  workers  7.652  2.549 

Planning 

initiative  to 

limit  growth  5.888  4,518 

Oil  development 

moratorium  7.652  2,317 


The  best  quote  of  the  1986  general 
election  was  supplied  by  U.S.  Senator 
Ernest  Hollings  from  South  Carolina, 
who  responded  to  a  challenge  from  his 
opponent  Henry  McMaster  that  they  each 
take  a  drug  test:  'Til  take  a  drug  test 
when  my  opponent  takes  an  I  Q.  test." 

s  s  s 

NOEVEMBER  QUOTES.  What  would 
von  like  to  sec  happen  in  Noe  Valley  on 
Christmas'  That  was  the  question 
Mazook  asked  Pat  Murray's  class  of 
fourth-  and  filth-graders  at  Alvarado 
School,  Terry  Hartley's  seventh-grade 
homeroom  class  at  St.  Philip's  School, 
and  Shari  Clark's  eighth-grade  English 
class  at  James  Lick  Middle  School.  The 
top  vote-getter  among  the  50  students 
who  participated  in  the  poll  was  a 
parade  Runners-up  were  a  big  party,  a 
lot  of  decorations,  and  snow. 

Eighth-grader  Orlando  Botello,  14. 
wants  to  see  "a  parade,  a  man  standing 
on  big  sticks  with  clowns  all  around  him 
to  come  to  our  school  and  do  magic  and 
say  good  jokes  '" 

Monica  Portelli.  a  10-year-old  fifth- 
grader  at  Alvarado,  was  also  dreaming  of 
"a  nice  colorful  parade.  I'd  like  to  see 
Santa  Claus  in  the  parade,  and  after  the 
parade.  I'd  like  to  see  all  the  little  chil- 
dren get  to  talk  and  sit  on  Santa's  lap." 

Twelve-year-old  Bernadette  Boulais 
ot  St.  Philip's  writes.  "I  would  like  there 
to  be  a  Christmas  parade,  and  our  school 
and  some  others  could  be  in  it  and  make 
a  float  or  something." 

Fifth-grader  Kevin  Williams.  10,  has 
it  all  figured  out:  "I  would  like  a  parade 
with  streamers  and  bells  tied  to  the 
streamers  and  lots  of  music  with  food 
and  drinks  on  a  Saturday,  and  it  would  be 
down  Castro  Street  with  a  big  Christmas 
tree  on  the  side  of  the  street,  and  deco- 
rate it  with  lots  of  decorations  and  lots  of 
people." 

Seventh-grader  Noel  Lewis.  1 1,  wants 
"a  Christmas  feast  which  would  be  sup- 
ported by  all  the  schools  and  funds  that 
have  been  raised  from  Noe  Valley  resi- 
dents. Christmas  games  should  be 
played  and  it  should  be  totally  devoted  to 
having  a  whole  bunch  of  fun." 

Says  Patrick  Morehead  (seventh 
grade,  age  12).  "I  would  like  to  see  the 
stores  have  sales."  Ten-year-old  Gabri- 
ella  Rojas  agrees,  saying  she'd  ap- 
preciate "a  toy  store  that's  giving  toys 
away  (for  free!)  "  Michael  Joseph  Nor- 
ton, who's  in  seventh  grade,  wants  Noe 
Valley  to  "have  a  hayride  and  make  it 
snow."  Joshua  Lopez.  12.  would  also  go 
for  snow,  but  Jason  Tagle.  12.  suggests 
we  hold  a  skateboard  tournament . 

Eight-year-old  Courtney  Walker  had  an 
unconventional  idea:  "How  about  little 
gifts.  How  about  cocktails  on  benches 
and  drinks  and  games  and  little  boxes  of 


In  ease  it  wasn't  obvious  from  the  parking 
th  keis  stuck  like  flags  all  over  the 

windshield,  the  inscription  on  the  hood 

confirms  the  status  oj  this  vehh  le  on 

Sanchez  Street  near  22nd  The  owner  or 
some  irritated  neighbor  has  also  painted 
"Tow  Me  Away"  on  the  <  ar  door 
PHOTO  BY  CHARLES  KtNNARD 

candy."  Okey-dokey. 

Lick  student  Athena  Walters,  13. 
"would  like  to  see  the  people  that  live  in 
Noe  Valley  go  around  and  clean  the  writ- 
ing off  the  walls,  help  clean  up  the 
neighborhood,  then  after  that's  over, 
have  a  big  Christmas  party 

Michelle  Schneider,  12.  imagines  "a 
place  in  the  community  where  people 
not  as  fortunate  as  us  get  a  nice  Christ- 
mas dinner."  And  then  there's  10-year- 
old  Avi  Pino:  "I  want  gifts  given  to  the 
homeless  and  a  ceremony  for  them  and  a 
rather  large  feast.  I  go  to  St.  Mary's 
Church  and  I  help  them  there,  and  I  think 
you  should  help,  also." 

Perhaps  the  most  interesting  response 
was  from  10-year-old  fifth-grader 
Stephen  K.  Johnson:  "Get  the  dogs  out 
of  the  park.  Get  the  drug-dealers  off  the 
street.  Make  room  for  the  little  guys.  Get 
more  room  for  the  park.  Have  a  first-aid 
kit." 

©  S  © 

HERE'S  WISHING  you  and  yours  a 
merry  merry  and  a  happy  happy.  I'll 
leave  you  with  an  excerpt  from  a  class 
essay  which  was  posted  on  the  wall  out- 
side Pat  Murray's  fifth-grade  class. 
Called  "Ridiculous  Stories,''  the  essay 
was  written  by  Jason  Goldwach,  10. 

"...  Having  an  old  guy  that  doesn't 
axe  jump  down  my  c  himney  ever) 
s  ear  and  leave  all  kinds  of  free  h  n  \ 
is  a  little  weird." 

Bye.  kids,  be  good.  See  you  next 
year.  D 


Sea  ^Breeze 
Cleaners 

824-5474 


Come  visit  us 
1420  Castro  St. 
between  Jersey  &  25th 


Professional  cleaners 
3-HOUR  SERVICE 
We  operate  our  own  plant 


Try  our  coin-op  laundry, 
featuring  brand  new 
Speed  Queen  washers  &  dryers 


Coin-op 
Laundry 

Open  Daily 
800-9.30 


Cleaners 

Mon-Fri 
7:30-6:00 
iSat  8  30-6  00 


Are  You  Paying 
Too  Much  for  Your 
Insurance? 


Call  us  for  a  free 
comparison  on  your 
auto,  home  or  busi- 
ness insurance.  Let  us 
see  if  we  can  reduce 
your  insurance  costs. 
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Strain  &  Associates 
2964  Diamond  St. 

Across  the  street  from 
Glen  Park  BART  Station 

469-0200 


ARE  YOU  PSYCHIC  ? 
OF  COURSE  ! ! 

CLASSES 

DEMONSTRATIONS 
• 

CLAIRVOYANT 
READINGS 
• 

HEALING  CLINIC 


CHURCH  Of  NATURAL  GRACE 


3  8  7-8  5  75 
430   4TH  AVENUE 
SAN  FRANCISCO  CA 
94116 


•FLOWERS-PLANTS- 
GIFTS-NOTECARDS- 
LOCAL  DELIVERY- 
WORLDWIDE  WIRE 
SERVICE-PLANT  LEASING 
&  SERVICE-WEDDINGS- 
PARTIES-CONGRATULATIONS- 
SYMPATHY-FRESH,  DRY  & 
SILK  ARRANGEMENTS- 
SUPPLIES-SILHOUETTES 
CUT-CORSAGES-FRUIT  BASKETS- 
DISH  GARDENS-TERRARIUMS- 
SUPPLIES-SERVING  ALL 
HOSPITALS-ALL  FUNERAL 
HOMES-WALL  DECOR-VASES- 
WREATHS-BASKETS- 

Glen  Park  Flower  Shop 

2838  Diamond  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
(415)  584-4536 

Charge  by  phone  to 
major  credit  cards. 
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Church  Street  Neighbors 
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The  Largest  Selection  of  Christmas  Trimmings 
in  Noe  Valley,  the  Castro,  and  the  Haight. 

Come  Visit  Santaland! 

1193  CHURCH  STREET  at  24*  Qan  Francisco 

824-7886 
ONE  STOP  PARTY  SHOP -DELIVERY 


o 

o 

• 

O 
O 
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A  GREAT  GIFT 
FOR  VCR  OWNERS! 


NOW  THERE'S  A  VIDEO 
ENTERTAINMENT  PACKAGE 
THAT  EVERY  VCR  OWNER 
SHOULD  HAVE -NATIONAL 
VIDEO'S  SPOTLIGHT  PLUSSMPAK! 
HERE'S  WHAT  YOU'LL  GET: 


ONLY 


A  s2975  + 
VALUE! 


1  BONUS  MOVIE  RENTAL 
OF  YOUR  CHOICE! 

$17.00  WORTH 
OF  MOVIE,  VCR  &  VIDEO 
CAMERA  RENTAL  COUPONS! 


13  MONTH  SUBSCRIPTION 
TO  OUR  EXCLUSIVE  MOVIE 
MAGAZINE -SPOTLIGHT 
ON  VIDEO®! 


NATIONAL  VIDEO'S 
V.I.P.  MOVIECARDSM! 


1201  Church  St. 
(at  24th  St.) 
648-0300 


2901  Taraval  St 
(at  39th  Ave.) 
731-0707 


BRING  THE  STARS  HOME  TONIGHT! 


394  Grand  Ave. 
So.  San  Francisco 
952-4330 


6220  Mission  St. 
Daly  City 
755-5754 
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Offer  expires  1/31/87 


WONG'S  CLEANER  &  LAUNDRY 

Check  Out  Our  Service 
Only  $2. 50  per  skirt  or  pair  of  pants 

Wash  and  Fold  Laundry 
Same  Day  Service:  Only  52C  per  lb. 

Professional  Dry  Cleaning 

Ink  spots  a  specialty 


Come  visit  us 
1547  Church  St 
(at  Duncan) 
282-8794 

Hours  Mon,  Wed,  Fri  7:30  am-6  pm 
Tues,  Thurs,  Sat  8  am-6  pm 


Winter  Special 

10%  Off  on 
All  Dry  Cleaning 
with  Coupon 


HOMES  OF  CHARM 

Decorator's  7UA£u£ 

Twenty- three  years 
in  Noe  Valley. 
Large  assortment  of  Victorian 
hardware,  chandeliers,  original 
&  reproductions,  oak  &  pine 
furniture,  country  kitchen, 
old  tools  and  the  unusual. 

Open  every  day  12:00  -  6:00 
1544  Church  647-4586 


Believable  Haircolor 
Believable  Permanents 
Unbelievable  Haircuts 


Hair  Design 

For  Ladies  and  Gentlemen 

1501  Church  St.  at  27th 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

415/282-0304 

Mon-Sat  •  10  am-7  pm 
Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 

Skin  Care  •  Nail  Care 

Ask  for  Orlando  or  Alba 


10%  OFF  WITH  THIS  AD 
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Church  Street  Neighbors 


I  ^<Jy  Sybil's  Closrt 

Vintage  Linens  and  Laces 
Collectibles  •  Gifts 

1484  Church  at  27th 
282-2088  •  285-7452  •  Open  1-6 

Gifts  tlwt  will  be  treasured 


Vatch  County 

Noe  Valley's  Newest  Old  Bar 

Were  patching  it  up! 

Football  Special — Sunday,  9  am-5  pm 
50c  Draft  Budweiser  or  $1.00  a  pint 

Thursday  evening  from  7-11  pm 
All  well  drinks  $1 
Free  hot  dogs  5-7  pm 

Friday  evening — Spaghetti  Feed 
5  pm  till  it's  gone — Free! 
1300  Church  St.  (at  25th)  826-6250 

Please  don't  park  in  anyone's  driveway. 
We  and  the  neighborhood  would  really 
appreciate  it.  Thanks  for  your  support. 


MIKE'S 
ANTIQUE 
LIGHTING 


«■ — »-> 


S  &  L  Antiques 

Fine  Furniture 
at  affordable  prices 


100  CLIPPER  STREET  (at  Church  St.) 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  94114 
647-2030 


PLEASE  ASK 
FOR  JULIE 


Exposure! 


Advertise  today  in 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice 

239-1114 


1706  Church  St. 
corner  of  29th 


Phone: 
821-0555 


*  Fresh  Fish  Everyday 
*  Natural  Chicken 

*  Aged-Choice  Meats 
*  Old-Fashioned  Service 

We  are  the  exclusive  carrier  of 
WILLIE  BIRD  NATURAL  TURKEYS 
for  your  Holiday  Feast 
•  ORDER  EARLY  • 

Dave  Carroll,  the  owner,  was 
formerly  Ver  Brugge  Meats  Manager. 
We  brought  all  their 
traditions  to  Church  Street! 
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sally  Mcmullen 

CERTIFIED  ACUPUNCTURIST 

J", 


TRADITIONAL 
CHINESE  MEDICINE 

Acupuncture  •  Herbs 
Acupressure  Massage 

120  27th  St.  at  Dolores 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

415  550-7732 


jr 


Your  Itpdy  is  .i  work  of  art 

MAX  MARSHALL 

CERTIFIED  MASSAGE  PRACTITIONER 
stress  reOuchon  •  sl'englh  development 
pnvale  inslfuction  821  2351 


DIRT  CHEAP 
PLANE  TICKETS 
AND  CRUISES 

Call  824-2550 


1=_ ,  dirt  cheap  travel 


3850  23rd  St. 
Groups  Welcome! 


^GIBRALTAR 
^  SAVINGS 

Member  Gibraltar 
Financial  Group 

Wesley  A.  Russell 

Vice  President  and  Manage* 

4040  24th  Slreet 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
(415)  285-4040 


Weaver 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 
4091  24th  Street 
NOE  VALLEY 
(415)  641-0700 


Income 
Tax 


TAXMAN 


300  Vicksburg,  Suite  1 
(at  24th  St.) 
San  Francisco 
Call  TAxman  1-3200 


HflPPV  F€€T 


OPEN  HOUSE 

Sunday,  December  7 

2  30-4  00  -3435  Army  St  SF 
821-1775 


rr-r 


MORE  Books  to  Read 


Here  s  a  holiday  reading  lisi  suggested 
by  Susan  Bizio.  librarian  al  (he  Noe  Val- 
ley Branch  Library.  45 1  Jersey  St.  (be- 
tween Castro  and  Diamond).  You  can 
check  out  books  10  a.m.  to  noon  and  I 
to  6  p.m.  on  Tuesdays;  I  to  9  p.m.  on 
Wednesdays;  and  I  to  6  p.m.,  Thursday 
through  Saturday  (phone:  2SS-278K) 

Adult  Fiction 

Foundation  and  Earth — Isaac  Asimov 
Where  You'll  Find  Me,  and  Other  Stones — 

Ann  Beattie 
Hollywood  Husbands — Jackie  Collins 
Pei'kham's  Marbles  —  Peter  De  Vries 
Pentagon — Allen  Drury 
/  feit  h.  Too — Gregory  McDonald 
The  Good  Mother — Sue  Miller 
The  Golden  Cup — Belva  Plain 
Belinda — Anne  Rice 
Nonaction 

One  More  Time — Carol  Burnett 
The  Frontiers  of  Management — Peter 
Drucker 

Lucy:  The  Life  of  Lucille  Ball— Charles 
Higham 

His  Wu\  :  The  Unauthorized  Biography  of 

Frank  Sinatra — Kitty  Kelley 
Reel  Power:  The  Strugglefor  Influent  e  and 

Sin  i  ess  in  the  New  Hollywood — Mark 

Litwak 


6 

Small  Press 
Traf  f 


1  c 


Thousands  of  small  press  books 
in  stock:  poetry,  fiction,  poetry 
cassettes,  periodicals. 

Tues  -  Sat,  12  -  6  p.m. 

3599  -  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
(415)  285-8394 


Jeffrey  B.  Haber 

A  Professional  Law  Corporation 

Real  Estate  Law,  Probate, 
Personal  Injury,  and 
Business  Law. 
Free  half-hour  consultation. 

GLEN  PARK 
2858  Diamond  Slreel 
San  Francisco.  CA  94131 
(415)  S8&-4300 


NOE  VALLEY  DELI 

Fresh  Turkey  and 
Roast  Beet  Sandwiches 
Homemade  Falalcl 
Homemade  Piroshki 
Fresh  Salads 

ALL  MADE  DAILY 

4015  24th  St         M  -Sat.  9-7:30 
824-8373  Sun.  10-6 


Movements  in  Art  Sinee  1945 — Edward 

Lucie-Smith 
Film  Forum:  Thirty -five  Top  Filmmakers 

Discuss  Their  Craft — Ellen  Oumano 
The  Cycles  of  American  History — Arthur 

Schlesinger 
The  Great  Towns  oj  California.  A  Guide  to 

Spe<  ml  /'/,/<  es  and  Pleasures  —  David 

Vokac 

Awakening  the  Heart.  hast/West  Approui  lies 

to  Pwi  hotherapy  and  the  Healing 

Relationship — John  Welwood,  ed. 

Holiday  Books  for  Children 

A  Fu  ture  Book  of  Hanukkah — David  Adler 
(ages  3-6) 

Madeline's  Christmas — Ludwig  Bemelmans 
(3-5) 

Yossi  Asks  the  Angels  for  Help — Miriam 

Chaikin(8-I0i 
(  /;/  i \imus  Crafts  for  Everyone — Evelyn 

Coskey  (8  and  up) 
Hanukkah  Eight  NighfS,  tif>ht  Lights  — 

Malka  Drucker  (9  and  up) 
Spot's  First  Christmas— Eric  Hill  (1-3) 
Angelina's  Christmas — Katharine  Holabird 

(3-6) 

The  Season  /or  Singing.  American  Christmas 
Songs  and  Carols — John  Langstal  f  (all 

ages) 

Polar  Express — Chris  Van  Allsburg  (6  and  up) 


564-6360 


Faji 

Japanese  Dining 


Dinner 

Tues  -  Sun  5:00  -  9:00 
Fri  &  Sat  5:00  -  9:45 
Sushi  Bar 
301  West  Portal  Avenue 
CLOSE  TO  NOE  VALLEY 
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Integral  Data 


Word  P rocessini 
Laser  Printing 
Data  Base  Mgmt 
Consultation 

821-6846 


IvIvl'XvXv! 
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Noe  Valley  -  Glen  Park 


Exercise 
Classes 

for 

Big 
Women 

Mon/Thur  7:30  pm 
Sat.  9:00  am 

(must  reserve) 
1268  Sanchez 
at  Clipper    «  Call  Lauren  for  Info:  392-2191 


HAULING 


Basements  •  Garases 


§r  Debris  Removal 

Light  Moving 
W  Free  Estimates 


Henry  Pietrofitta 
■  821-3279 


Children's  Council 
of  San  Francisco/ 
Childcare  Switchboard 

Childcare  Information 
and  Referral 
282-7858 

technical  Assistance 
Program  Start-up 
826-1130 
38%  24th  St 
San  Francisco,  Ca  941 14 


Consisnment 
Maternity  Clothes 


Buy  and  sell  your 
quality  maternity 
clothesl 

Great  prices! 
Japanese  Weekend 
Page  Boy  •  MaMere 


Open  Monday- 
Saturday  10:30 
AM-5:30  PM 


1060  Solano  Avenue  •  Albany  CA 
•  415  527  5533  • 


An  Embarcadero 
YMCA  Program 

A  comprehensive,  high  energy 
workout  lor  all  levels  ol  fitness  111 

Mon  Wed6  15-7  15  pm 

Noe  Valley  Ministry     392-2191  ext  235  days 

1021  Sanchez  at  23rd      469-8160  evenings 


Wein  &  Gilman 

Attorneys  at  Law 

3929 -24th  Street 
282-9955 

General  practice 
emphasizing  personal 
injury,  wills,  and  probate 


TUGGEY'S 


Hardware  lor  the  handyperson 
Denny  Giovannoli 


TIM 


1KK5  24lh  Sireci 
Sjn  Francisco.  Cj  4>4I  14 
4 1 5-282-508 1 


ROGER  R.  RUBIN 

Attorney  and  Counselor  at  Law 


(415)  441-1112 


Law  Chambers 
1155  Pine  Street 
San  Francisco  94109 
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Good  Used  Books 

654  Chenery,  SF  94131 
586-2424 


M-F12-7  Sat  10-5  Sun  9-2 
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CLASS  ADS 


WANTED:  Freelance  graphic  artist.  Flexible 
hours.  Call  641-9441 

I  WANT  to  buy  a  used  overhead  projector 
Jan.  821-1015 

SECRETARY  /RECEPTIONIST  wanted  lull 
lime  January  to  April  for  btis\  tax  office 
THE  TAX  MAN.  821-3200 

PIANO  INSTRUCTION  Need  a  special 
holiday  present'.'  Give  piano  lessons  taught  at 
student's  own  home!  Special  introductory 
rates.  Teacher  on  Staff  SF  Conservatory  Call 
Laura  Young.  931-3524.  All  levels  wel- 
comed! 

TYPING/LIGHT  BOOKKEEPING  help 
wanted:  For  busy  accounting  practice  in  Noe 
Valley.  Can  work  at  home/flexible  hours. 
Call  821-9895  or  285-4076 

SEEK  GARAGE  RENTAL  near  26th  and 
Dolores.  824-9257 

MANICURING:  Beautiful  nails  at  reason- 
able rates — manicures,  wraps,  tips,  acrylic. 
Noe  Valley  locatiion.  Relaxed  atmosphere, 
personal  attention.  Sunday  and  evening  ap- 
pointments available.  Free  consultations. 
Susan  Chapman.  647-8029.  or  Answering 
Service.  864-5821 

TELEPHONE  SERVICES:  Lets  talk  tele- 
phones and  telecommunications.  1  will  give 
you  a  free  consultation  and  recommendation. 
I'm  an  independent  vendor  of  equipment  and 
installation  with  many  years  of  experience  in 
the  Bell  System.  I  can  buy  equipment  for  you 
below  the  current  retail  market.  I  can  help 
you  communicate  with  Pacific  Bell,  AT&T 
and  other  service  companies.  Wiring  also 
done  for  your  computer,  video,  stereo  or  pag- 
ing systems.  Call  Rodger  Nichols.  826-9324. 

BASIC  35mm  COLOR  PHOTOGRAPHY 
classes.  Near  24th  St.  BART.  Class  size  6 
maximum — answers  to  questions  about  your 
equipment  and  pictures.  Covers  films,  filters, 
exposure,  composition,  photographing  a 
wide  variety  of  subjects,  and  saving  money 
on  supplies  Credentialed,  experienced,  pro- 
fessional photographer.  Affordable,  with  dis- 
count for  advance  registration  Individual 
consultations  available  Call  Norman  Prince 
at  821-6595. 

PASS  CBEST  MATH  SECTION:  10  hours  of 
instruction,  maximum  five  people  each  class 
Total  cost  $50  Karen.  695-0902. 

FIESTAWARE.  Eight  place  settings  plus 
serving  pieces  Original  colors  641-S75I 

WANTED  Macintosh  operator  Flexible 
hours.  Call  641-9441. 

NOT  JUST  A  LUXURY!  Traditional  Japanese 
bodywork  ("Amma")  can  encourage  greater 
ease  of  movement  and  a  deeper  sense  of  well- 
being.  Using  deep  and  light  pressure  point 
u<>rk  and  stretching.  Amma  helps  relieve 
stiff,  sore  muscles,  dissolves  tension,  and 
balances  and  regenerates  energy  to  bring 
deep  relaxation  and  rejuvenation.  Certified 
practitioner.  Myra  Vicerra.  282-36K5. 

HOUSECLEANING.  Need  help  for  Christ- 
mas? Call  Eva.  824-7537 

ALGEBRA  BLUES  '  Call  Noyes  Tutoring  at 
285-6348. 

HANDYMAN  PLUS:  Electrical,  carpentry, 
plumbing,  plastering,  painting,  jobs  large  or 
small  I  can  bring  in  skilled  people  at  reason- 
able rales  whatever  your  needs  Call  Rodger. 
826-9324. 

SUBLET  NEEDED  Visiting  parent  needs 
room  or  apt  from  Jan  5  to  Jan  26  Reason- 
able, close  to  public  transportation.  Call  285- 
6824. 

SPINNING  WEB  Gardening  Service  In 
novative  landscape  design  and  complete  gar- 
den maintenance.  California  native  plants 
and  rock  gardens  a  specialty  Call  359-0583. 

TOO  BUSY  TO  PUT  your  car  in  the  shop ' 
Need  oil  and  filter  change;  easy — door  to 
door.  Call  Matome.  775-7124;  message 
552-4163. 

PSYCHOTHERAPY  space  wanted  Prefer 
part-time  office  to  do  adult  psychotherapy  in 
the  Noe  Valley  area.  Jackie.  647-0756. 


SPEED  READING  and  Learning  Skills 
Workshop  Small  groups — six  maximum 
For  busmesspeoplc.  professionals,  students 
Double  or  triple  your  rale  with  improved 
comprehension,  memory  and  concentration, 
and  learn  high  speed  skimming  techniques 
Credentialed  instructor  with  20  years'  experi- 
ence. Reasonably  priced  with  discount  for 
advance  registration  Consultations  also 
available.  Near  24th  St.  BART.  Call  Norman 
at82l-6595 

NEIGHBORHOOD  HAULERS:  A  hauling 
collective  right  in  your  neighborhood,  with 
five  trucks  available  seven  days  a  week  to 
serve  you.  Call  us  for  ull  your  relocating  and 
hauling  needs,  including  rubbish,  furniture, 
and  appliance  removal.  We  are  fast,  careful, 
honest,  friendly  and  low-priced.  Free  esti- 
mates. We  are  reached  through  "Voice  Ex- 
press" message  service.  979-1659.  Calls  re- 
turned promptly.  Please  leave  day  and  even- 
ing numbers  Please  speak  clearly  and  call 
back  if  you  didn't  finish  your  message  in  the 
20-second  recording  time.  Call  anytime! 

FREE  TOYS/Christmas  gifts.  "Discovery 
Toys."  educational,  nonviolent,  nontoxic  and 
warranted  one  year.  For  more  information, 
call  MaribethCarbone.  826- 1 5  36 

AM/FM  RECEIVER— powerful  100  watts 
per  channel .  $  1 75 .  Tape  deck .  $50.  64 1  -7258 . 

C+.  B-  tennis  player  seeks  men  for  early 
Sat  .  Sun  a.m.  NVC  practice.  Call  Chuck. 
282-5968  or  666-6661 

WRITER'S  WORKSHOP  For  serious  begin- 
ners and  dedicated  practitioners,  in  fiction 
and  film.  7  p.m..  Mondays,  at  Noe  Valley 
Ministry.  Call  641-8344.  afternoon,  please. 

PROFESSIONAL  MONTESSORI-trained 
caregiver  seeks  day  space  in  large  apt  or 
home  with  yard  or  near  park  in  exchange  for 
low-fee  childcare  for  one  child  Interested  in 
starting  up  lull-time  share-care  situation  for 
your  child  and  three  others  668-0347  or 
864-5821.  ext.  59  (message).  Elizabeth. 

FINALS  COMING  '  Qualified  tutors  in  any 
school  subject  will  come  to  your  home  for 
SI5/hr.  Noyes  Tutoring.  285-6348. 

MASSAGE:  Give  the  gift  of  touch  for  the 
holidays.  Swedish/Esalen  technique.  $25  is 
my  special  price — two  massages  for  one  low 
price.  Call  Sarena.  R.N..  at  550-1777 

BANANAVANA  The  van  that  makes  your 
life  a  little  easier!  Light  moving,  hauling  and 
dumping  Holiday  special  offered  on  garage, 
patio  and  yard  cleanups  285-7726. 

HIGH  BLOOD  PRESSURE ?  Six-week  com- 
prehensive training  to  learn  to  control  your 
blood  pressure.  Groups  forming  now  Noe 
Valley  location.  Sandy  Shepherd.  R  N  .  Mar- 
jory Nelson.  Ph.D..  certified  hypnotherapist 
824-4440.647-2845. 

GENERAL  HOME  &  APT.  upkeep.  Painting 
interior  and  exterior.  Carpentry,  fences, 
porches,  etc.  Housecleaning.  yardwork  and 
hauling  Free  estimates  John.  664-8032.  • 

SUZUKI  PIANO  LESSONS:  Experienced 
instructor  offers  lessons  for  children  Patricia 
Elliott.  550-8299. 

RELIABLE  HOUSECLEANING  SERVICE. 
Insured,  bonded,  references  Call  George. 
864-2716. 

TYPING/WORD  PROCESSING  Resumes, 
reports,  theses,  personalized  letters.  Com- 
puter tutoring  also  available.  Noe  Valley 
Ann,  826-0720  Evenings/weekends. 

THE  CLEANING  OPTION.  Expert  clean- 
ing, ironing  by  mature  women  Good  refer- 
ences, reasonable  rates.  OPTIONS  nonprofit 
referral  service.  626-2128. 

CELTIC  HARPER  Parties,  weddings,  spe- 
cial events,  lessons.  Cathleen  O'Connell. 
647-6133. 


CHILDREN  WANTED'  Exciting  new  share  - 
care  situation  offered  by  prolessional  Mon- 
tesson-trained  caregiver  Please  call  for 
further  information.  668-0347  or  864-5821. 
ext.  59  (message).  Elizabeth. 

SHOWCASE  YOUR  HOME  one  room  ai  a 
time  Expert  painter  speciali/ing  in  gla/es 
will  provide  neat,  professional  service 
Reasonable  rates  Call  Bergen.  346-9357 

FOR  SALE.  '69  VW  Bug.  $1,000  or  Best 
Offer.  Call  824-6184  for  description  and  test 

DECORATING— Custom  drapes.  Roman 
shades,  bedspreads,  fabric/plastic  slipcovers 
made.  864-3671. 

PETSITTING  AND  DOG  WALKING.  Ten- 
der loving  care  for  your  pels  in  your  home. 
Enjoy  peace  of  mind  Responsihle.  local  ref- 
erences, reasonable.  563-3505. 

SPANISH  TUTORING  or  classes— Native 
speaker  tutors  intermediate  or  advanced  stu- 
dents on  weekends  for  $8  an  hour  Experi- 
enced instructor  teaches  private  and  semi-pn- 
vate  classes  for  prices  ranging  from  $5  to  $12 
an  hour  Call  Denise.  221-1537. 

TYPE  RIGHT.  INK  Typing/word-proces- 
smg  by  accurate,  literate  writer.  Fair  rales: 
flexible  hours;  friendly,  professional  service 
Jane  Underwood.  550-2324. 


WE  STARTWITH  the  ceilings  and  linish  with 
the  floors  and  somehow  everything  inbetween 
gets  really  clean.  References  Call  Niki. 
824-6337. 

SUBLET  NOE  VALLEY  Victorian.  Fur- 
nished two-bedroom  flat  available  approxi- 
mately mid-December  through  mid-January, 
three  to  four  weeks  $275/week  Call  jlier 
6  p.m  285-6014. 

ROOMMATES:  Over  300  share-rentals 
available  at  the  Original  San  Francisco 
Roommate  Referral  Service  (Inc.).  $16  fee. 
list  your  vacancy  free  We  cover  the  city  Call 
626-0606  Ask  your  friends  about  us' 

WANTED:  Housecleaner  Three  hours,  twice 
weekly.  Be  reasonable,  energetic  Prefer 
starving  student.  Times  flexible  Agencies 
turn  us  off  and  help  from  ads  answered 
haven't  worked  out.  821-0500. 

TOO  BUSY  "  HELP  for  the  holidays  is  here! 
I  am  an  Experienced  Personal  Assistant  who 
will  shop,  run  errands,  wrap  presents,  ad- 
dress Christmas  cards,  arrange  parties  and 
much  more.  Call  Mary  at  641-6163  and  relax 
into  your  Holiday  Season. 

CUSTOMIZED  HYPNOTIC  TAPES  Your 
own  personal  tape  created  for  your  special 
needs.  $25.  Private  hypnotherapy  sessions 
also  available  Marjory  Nelson.  Ph  D 
647-2845.  Noe  Valley. 

GENERAL  CARPENTRY  and  repairs:  in- 
terior-exterior, doors,   windows,  painting 
Sandy.  285-8462. 

WINDOW  REPAIRS  We  caulk  windows,  re- 
place ropes  and  glass  Aluminum  windows 
and  carpentry  repairs.  Free  est.  City  Window 
Service.  664-6391. 


TYPESETTING  ANI1  COMPUTER 
graphics  available  at  low  rates  East  turn- 
around time  Call  The  Dcsklop  Publisher. 
665-670" 

CAT  &  PLANT  CARE  in  your  home  while 
you're  away  Daily  visits  by  experienced,  ma- 
ture, bonded  woman,  recommended  by  local 
vets  and  satisfied  clients  15  years  in  Noe  Val- 
ley. Call  A-K  at  648-8 1 32 

VOICE  LESSONS    Learn  to  sing  through 
vocal  exercises,  diaphragmatic  and  abdomi- 
nal breathing,  ear  training,  and  sight  reading 
Learn  music  theory  by  computer.  Call  Paula. 
584-9909 

CENTRAL  AMERICAN  refugees  need  jobs' 
Housework,  gardening,  construction,  odd 
jobs  Hardworking  Low  rates  Church-spon- 
sored. 540-5296. 

"THE  MORE  YOU  LET  other  people  tell  you 
how  to  sail  your  boat,  the  less  the  boat  be- 
longs to  you."  Vernon  Howard  local  friendly 
classes.  661-0148. 

JOB  OPENINGS  at  Church  Street  shop 
Shampoo  for  two  manicurists  and  one 
hairstylist  Experienced  only  Also,  two  sta- 
tions for  rem  Call  282-0304 

FRUITTREE  PRUNING  season  has  arrived. 
Call  for  estimate  Backyard  Orchards. 
282-2550 

PSYCHOTHERAPY  interfacing  your 
spiritual  understandings  with  clinical  work 
MabMaher.  Ph  D. .  PA  #SB  1 1435  647-247S 

FOSTER  HOMES  needed  for  children  aged 
10  to  18  Foster  parents  receive  training,  ex- 
tensive support  services  and  financial  reim- 
bursement. Make  a  difference  in  a  child's 
life'  Call  Alternative  Family  Services  at 
239-2900 

HYPNOSIS,  self-hypnosis,  hypnotherapy 
for  behavioral  change,  habit  elimination, 
stress  reduction,  and  goal  achievement 
Janell  Moon.  64X-0663.  certified  hyp- 
notherapist, free  consultation  Noe  Valle\  l<> 
cation 

THE  ART  OF  CLEANING  Personalized, 
creative  and  professional  cleaning  company. 
Weekly,  bi-monthly,  monthly  maintenance  01 
one-time  cleanups.  Quality  work  since  N7S 
Call  641-8609.  M-F.4a.ni.-5p.nl. 

LYNDA  THE  GARDENER  Truck,  tools,  ex- 
perience, references.  Quality  work  at  reason- 
able rates.  Free  estimate  759-1335 

SWEDISH/ACUPRESSURE,  a  thorough, 
satisfying  massage  Six  years'  experience 
S25'hour  Noe  Valley,  plus  Free  Information/ 
Referrals  in  Traditional  Chinese  Medicine 
821-4117  Peter. 

AFFORDABLE  COUNSELING  is  available 
to  individuals,  couples  and  families  If  you 
are  feeling  stuck,  personally  or  in  a  relation- 
ship ...  if  you  see  yourself  headed  toward  a 
crisis  or  losing  perspective  on  your  situa- 
tion or  it  you  have  recognized  a  need  for 
professional  help  with  a  problem  but  are  not 
seeking  on-going,  in-depth  psychotherapy.  I 
offer  a  short-term,  supporjive.  goal-oriented 
approach  lor  change  As  a  licensed  M  FCC. 
(#MN  19546)  in  private  practice  at  Buena 
Vista  Counseling  Center,  I  am  reserving 
spaces  for  low-fee  clients  This  means  your 
fee  is  determined  by  von.  based  on  what  you 
feel  you  can  afford.  For  more  information 
and  appointments,  call  Burt  Kirson 
(415)285-6019 


How  to  Use 
Voice  Class  Ads 

It's  easy  Jusi  type  or  print  your  copy, 
count  the  number  of  words  (al  20e  each),  en- 
close a  check  or  money  order  for  the  full 
amount,  and  mail  it  to  us  by  the  20th  ol  the 
month  preceding  month  of  issue.  Our  address 
is  1021  Sanchez  St..  San  Francisco.  CA 
94114  Note:  The  Voice  staff  is  on  vacation 
for  December,  so  our  next  issue  will  appear 
Feb.  3.  Please  mail  your  classified  ad  copy 
and  check  (made  payable  to  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice)  by  Jan.  20. 


ELISA'S 
HEALTH  SPA 

Open  7  days  a  week 
11 :00  a.m. -11 :00  p.m. 

"SPECIAL  OFFER 

I     $1  off  hot  tub      50c  off  sauna 
11  am-3  pm 

4026V2  24th  St.  (Noe  &  Castro) 
821-6727 


Shiatsu 
Massage 

by  Elaine 

Healing  Environment 
Personalized  Attention 
Therapeutic 

285-3384 

By  Appointment  Certified 
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-  X  now  Hall  Graphics  is  located  in 
C  J  Noe  Valley  and  offers  complete 
graphics  services:  stat  camera, 
phototypesemng,  design  and  production. 
Our  rates  are  among  the  lowest  in  town 
and  we  try  to  meet  fast,  turn-around  dead- 
lines. 

Please  call  648-0240  for  information  or 
drop  by  our  studio  at  142  I  Castro  Street 
between  24th  and  25th  (we're  in  the  base- 
ment). Hours  are  9:30  to  5:30  M-F 


PEACHES  PAINTING 

Low  cost  Interior  Painting 
Quality  Workmanship 

FREE  ESTIMATES 

Call  Jim  641-9434 
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CALE  N  D  A  R 


DEC.  1-24:  Ruby  O'Burke's  Artists 
Workshop's  annual  Christmas 
CERAMIC  ART  SALE  features  gift  items 
ranging  from  abstract  sculpture  and 
jewelry  to  unusual  tableware  and 
low-priced  stocking  stutters  552A  Noe 
St.  10  a.m. -6  p.m.  861-9779 

DEC.  1-24:  A  Christmas  FOLK  ART 
SALE  offers  an  array  of  folk  art  and 
handcrafted  gifts  trom  Mexico  and 
Latin  America,  including  pottery, 
ceramics,  textiles,  toys,  books  and 
more  Galena  de  la  Raza/Studio  24, 
2851  24th  St.  M-Th,  11a.m  -6pm, 
Fridays.  11  am  -  8pm.  826-8009 

DEC.  1-31:  "Natural  Forms," 
ORIGINAL  WATERCOLORS  by  Peggy 
Thayer.  Courtyard  Cafe,  3913  24th  St 
386-4171 


DEC.  5,  6, 12, 13:  Company  in  Flight 
presents  a  concert  ot  MUSIC  AND 
DANCE  THEATER  choreographed  by  Liz 
Fuentes  Rosner,  featuring  three 
premieres  and  five  original  musical 
scores  Third  Wave  Dance  Theater,  3316 
24th  St  8:30  p.m  826-7247 

DEC.  6:  Immaculate  Conception 
Academy  (ICA)  Parents  Guild  CHRIST- 
MAS FAIRE  fundraiser  for  a  new 
computer  facility  Santa  Claus,  toy 
booths,  food,  games,  arts  and  crafts, 
raffles  and  more  ICA  Auditorium,  24th 
and  Guerrero  10a.m.-4  p.m. 
824-2052 


DECEIT 


R  1986 


DEC.  2, 16,  23:  PRESCHOOL  STORY 
TIME  lor  ages  3-5  Noe  Valley  Library, 
451  Jersey  St  11  a  m  285-2788 

DEC.  2-31:  Contemporary  CRAFTS 
AN0  JEWELRY  exhibit  by  50  Bay  Area 
artists  Art  Options,  1600  Church  St 

Tues.-Sat.,  11  a.m.-5  p.m  641-1892. 

DEC.  3-20:  Intersection  for  the  Arts 
presents  Sissy  Goes  West,  a  comic 
PLAY  by  Terry  Garner  about  a  young 
woman's  journey  from  Georgia  to  Los 
Angeles  in  1965  766  Valencia  St  Call 
626-3311  for  days  and  times. 

DEC.  4:  Come  see  SPECIAL  OLYMPIC 
BASKETBALL,  aka  the  World's  Largest 
Basketball  Team  vs.  the  Basketball 
Team  That  Has  Never  Lost  a  Game  A 
tunous  display  ot  slow  breaks,  double 
teams,  flying  arms  and  scoop  shots. 
Recreation  Cenfer  lor  the  Handicapped 
Gym,  207 Skyline Blvd  7pm  665- 
4100 

DEC.  4-14:  ART  EXHIBITION  by  Guy 
Colwell  portraying,  through  realistic 
drawings,  marchers  and  scenes  from 
the  Great  Peace  March  for  Global 
Nuclear  Disarmament.  Gaylord's  on 
Market  near  Guerrero  Opening,  Dec  4, 
6-10  pm 

DEC.  5:  FILM  tribute  to  silent  comedy, 
featuring  'A  Sailor  Made  Man,''  starring 
Harold  Lloyd,  and  'Two  Tarrs  (short), 
starring  Laurel  &  Hardy  Noe  Valley 
Cinema,  1021  Sanchez  St 
8pm  282-2317 

DEC.  5:  Free  FIESTA  to  celebrate  the 
publication  ot  Hello,  Amigos  by  Tnsh 
Brown  and  Fran  Ortiz,  and  to  mark  the 
opening  of  the  Mission  Cultural  Center 
Balloons,  refreshments  and  entertain- 
ment for  the  whole  family  Mission 
Cultural  Center,  2868  Mission  St  3-7 
p.m.  648-3324 

DEC.  6:  Friends  of  Noe  Valley  invites 
all  early  bird  Christmas  shoppers  to 
their  annual  CLASSIC  SWEATSHIRT 
SALE  Gibraltar  Savings  and  Loan, 
4040  24th  St.  10  am. -3  p.m 


DEC.  6:  Craft  booths,  Christmas 
decorations  and  new  clothing  are 
highlights  of  the  Noe  Valley  Nursery 
School  HOLIDAY  FAIR  Noe  Valley 
Co-Op  Nursery  School,  1021  Sanchez 
St  10 am -4 p.m.  647-2278 or 
647-6567. 

DEC.  6  &  7:  Artists  at  the  Old  Sears 
Building  invite  the  public  to  their  Fifth 
Annual  Open  Studio  and  HOLIDAY 
SALE,  featuring  an  assortment  ol 
artwork  and  handmade  objects  Army 
and  Valencia  Noon-5p.m. 

DEC.  6,  7, 13.14:  Eighth  Annual 
CELEBRATION  OF  CRAFTSWOMEN" 
lair  The  Women's  Building,  3543  18th 

St.  10a.m.-6  p.m. 

DEC.  7:  Happy  Feet  Dance  Studio 
OPEN  HOUSE  Meet  instructors  and 
participate  in  a  free  class.  3435  Army 
St  Creative  Movement,  ages  2-8,  2  30 
p  m  .  Slow  Stretch  for  adults,  3  30  p  m 
821-1775 


The  Berkeley  Ballet  Theatre  brings 
their  -Nutcracker'  to  the  KIDSHOWS 
series  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry 
Dec  14 

DEC.  7:  The  "Seventh  Annual  Stained 
Glass  Show,"  an  Advent/Christmas  ART 
EXHIBIT  featuring  pieces  by  local 
artists.  Asian  dishes  and  wine  will  be 
served  at  the  reception  for  artists 
Gallery  Sanchez,  1021  Sanchez  St  2-4 
p.m  282-2265 


DEC.  7:  POETRY  READING  featuring 
Ivan  Arguelles  and  Michael  Nielsen 
Noe  Valley  Poetry  '86, 1021  Sanchez  SI 
8pm  282-2317 

DEC.  7:  Free  open  house  DANCE 
CLASSES:  "Stretch  Aerobics"  (Noon-2 
p  m  ),  "Happy  Feet  dance  class  for 
children"  (2:30-3:30  p.m.),  "Movement 
Therapy  for  Physically  Challenged 
Children"  (4-5  p.m).  Beth  Abrams' 
Dance  Studio,  3435  Army  St ,  Suite 
208.  282-6177 

DEC.  9:  The  FICTION  WRITERS  OPEN 
READING,  co-sponsored  with  the 
National  Writers'  Union,  brings  together 
first-time  and  experienced  writers. 
Modern  Times  Bookstore,  968  Valencia 
St.  8  p.m  282-9246 

DEC.  9:  FILM  PROGRAM  for  ages 
3-5:  "Morris's  Disappearing  Bag," 
"Madeline"  and  "Tender  Tale  of 
Cenderella  Penquin  "  Noe  Valley 
Library,  451  Sanchez  St.  10  &  11  a.m. 
285-2788. 

DEC.  9:  FILM  PROGRAM  for  ages  6 
and  up  "Tender  Tale  of  Cenderella 
Penquin"  and  "Rikki  Tikki  Tavi."  Noe 
Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St  3:30  p.m. 
285-2788 

DEC.  10:  Peace  and  Justice  LETTER- 
WRITING  CAMPAIGN  sponsored  by  the 
Noe  Affinity  Group  (NAG)  and  the  Noe 
Valley  Ministry  Social  Action  Commit- 
tee Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez 
St.  7  p.m  282-2317 

DEC.  10:  ADRIENNE  RICH  reads  from 
her  new  prose  collection,  Blood,  Bread 
and  Poelry,  an  in-depth  look  at  feminist 
connections  between  history,  commit- 
ment and  the  imagination  Modern 
Times  Bookstore,  968  Valencia  St. 

7  30  p.m.  282-9246. 

DEC.  10:  "How  Will  the  NEW  TAX 
LAWS  Affect  You9",  a  seminar  taught  by 
Jan  Zobel,  E  A.  All  American  Hall.  2269 
Market  St.  at  Noe  7-9  30  p  m 
821-1015 

DEC.  10-21:  ODC/San  Francisco 
dance  company  performs  the  lamily 
classic,  "THE  VELVETEEN  RABBIT," 
featuring  Random  House  Records 
music  by  George  Winston  and  narration 
by  Meryl  Streep  New  Pertormance 
Gallery,  315317th  St  Wed  -Sat,  7  30 
p  m  ,  Sat  &  Sun.  matinees,  2pm 
863-6606. 

DEC.  11:  The  Big  Mountain  Support 
Committee  presents  "The  Earth  is 
Crying,"  a  new  VIDEO  DOCUMENTARY 
comprised  of  interviews  with  Native 
Americans  living  in  Europe  who 
discuss  some  of  the  cultural  issues 
surrounding  Big  Mountain  Modern 
Times  Bookstore,  968  Valencia  St 
7 30  p.m  282-9246 

DEC.  12:  "Red  Balloon,"  and  "White 
Mane,"  two  FILMS  by  Albert  Lamorise 
exploring  the  innocence  of  childhood. 
Noe  Valley  Cinema,  1021  Sanchez  St 

8  p.m.  282-2317 

DEC.  14:  E  G  Publishers  Protect 
hosts  nearly  forty  famous  POETS  in  a 
group  reading  Noe  Valley  Poetry  1986, 
1021  Sanchez  St  8pm  282-2317 


DEC.  14:  The  Golden  Gate  Ballet 
Center  offers  a  CREATIVE  DANCE 
WORKSHOP  that  will  experiment  with 
movement  relating  to  color,  sound  and 
chakras  Golden  Gate  Ballet  Center, 
3435  Army  Street,  Suite  224  1-5  pm 
285-4932 


Eileen  Goldenberg's  teapot  joins 
works  by  49  other  potters  and 
ceramicists  at  the  annual  holiday  sale 
of  Ruby  O  Burke  s  Pottery  School  and 
Artists  Workshop.  at552A  Noe  St 
through  Dec  24 

DEC.  14:  MEN'S  BRUNCH  AND 
GAMES  for  older  gay  men  (60  + )  and 
friends  Sponsored  by  GLOE  (Gay  and 
Lesbian  Outreach  to  Elders).  Francis  of 
Assist  Community  Center,  145  Guerrero 
St.  Noon-3  pm.  626-7000 

DEC.  14:  A  special  holiday  per- 
formance of  "The  Nutcracker"  by  the 
BERKELEY  BALLET  THEATRE  includes 
informal  demonstrations  and  imagina- 
tive interaction  with  children  in  the 
audience  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez  St  2:30  &  3:30  p  m  282-2317 
or  527-4977 

DEC.  16:  BENEFIT  FOR  THE  HOME- 
LESS. Poets,  speakers  and  videotapes 
with  Sarah  Menefee,  Paul  Landry,  Jack 
Hirshman,  J.B  Saunders  and  others 
Sponsored  by  the  Union  of  Left  Writers 
Bookworks  of  San  Francisco,  2848 
Mission  St.  7:30  p.m.  648-3324 


DEC.  16:  TREE  TRIMMING  festivities 
for  ages  5  and  up— make  ornaments  to 
decorate  both  home  and  library  trees 
Noe  Valley  Library,  451  Sanchez  St. 
3:30  p  m.  285-2788. 

DEC.  17-20:  NINA  WATT,  acclaimed 
principal  dancer  of  New  York's  Limon 
Dance  Company,  gives  solo  perform- 
ances in  "Dances  for  Isadora," 
"Chaconne,"  and  "The  Empty  Room " 
Footwork  Studio,  3221  22nd  St 
8  30pm  824-5044 

DEC.  18:  OPAL  PALMER  ADISA  reads 
from  her  latest  work,  Bake  Face  and 
Other  Guava  Stories,  a  book  about 
Jamaican  women  Old  Wives'  Tales, 
1009  Valencia  St  7:30  p.m.  821-4675. 

DEC.  19:  Noe  Valley  Music  presents 
steel  string  guitarist  JOHN  FAHEY  in 
performance  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez  St.  8  p  m  282-2317 

DEC.  20  &  21:  The  Noe  Valley 
Ministry  ofters  HOLIDAY  CHILDCARE 
for  its  "raise  the  roof"  fundraiser. 
Ornament-making,  sing-alongs,  films 
and  snacks  provided  by  the  Real  Food 
Co  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez 
St  Sat ,  Noon-6  p  m  ,  Sun  ,  1  -5  p.m 
282-2317 
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-4s  reliable  as  Santa  Claus,  the 
musical  quartet  Golden  Bough 
returns  to  1021  Sanchez  St  Dec  13 
tor  a  concert  of  Old  World  carols 
The  show  starts  at  8  15  p  m 

PHOTO  BY  IRENE  YOUNG 

DEC.  28:  WOMEN'S  TEA  DANCE 
sponsored  by  Operation  Concern's  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Outreach  to  Elders 
program  San  Francisco  Home  Health 
Services,  225  30th  St.  2-5  p.m. 
626-7000 


JANUARY 


1987 


JAN.  6,  20,  27:  PRESCHOOL  STORY 
TIME  for  ages  3-5  Noe  Valley  Library, 
451  Jersey  St.  11  am  285-2788 

JAN.  7, 14,  21,  28:  INFANT-TODDLER 
LAPSIT  for  infants  to  age  3  Noe  Valley 
Library,  451  Jersey  St.  3  &  7  p  m 
285-2788. 

JAN.  13:  FILM  PROGRAM  for  ages 
3-5:  "Curious  George  Rides  a  Bike," 
"Snowy  Day"  and  "Mole  and  the 
Christmas  Tree."  Noe  Valley  Library, 
451  Jersey  St  10  &  11  a  m  285-2788. 

JAN.  13:  FILM  PROGRAM  tor  ages  6 
and  up  "Great  Toy  Robbery"  and 
"Dinosaur "  Noe  Valley  Library,  451 
Jersey  St  3:30  p  m  285-2788 


KAQTOON 


JAN.  11:  KIDSHOWS  Performing  Arts 
Series  lor  Families  presents  The 
Theatre  ot  Yugen's  "Jaku  and  the 
Beanstalk,"  a  Japanese  version  of  the 
original,  with  a  surprising  twist  ending 
Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St 

2  30  &  3  30  pm  282-2317 

JAN.  20:  Meet  snakes  and  lizards 
from  the  ZOOMOBILE  For  ages  5  and 
up  Noe  Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St 

3  30  p.m.  285-2788. 

JAN.  24:  Comedy  improv  group 
FEMPROV  takes  on  both  Super  Bowl 
teams  in  a  hilarious  night-betore-the- 
big-one  performance.  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St  8  15  p.m. 
282-2317 


The  Scoop  on 
CALENDAR 

Please  send  Calendar  items  before  the 
15th  day  ol  the  month  preceding  month 
of  issue  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice.  1021 
Sanchez  St ,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
Items  are  published  on  a  space- 
available  basis,  with  Noe  Valley 
neighborhood  events  receiving  priority 
Please  note  Our  next  issue  will  appear 
Feb  3  (We're  on  vacation  for  the  month 
of  December )  The  deadline  for  calendar 
items  is  Jan  15 


